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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the phenomenon of community
democracy 2) study the model for community democracy strengthening and 3) develop
the process of community democratic strengthening in Ban Thaen District, Chaiyaphum
Province. This research is a qualitative research by conducting in-depth interviews with
18 key informants and conducting focus group discussions with 16 key informants. The
research instruments are structured interviews and focus group discussions. Data were
collected and analyzed using content analysis and presented in a descriptive manner.

The result was found that:

1. The community wants to change the community for the better by proposing
problems and needs and wants people to participate in development activities by using
community democracy activities in the form of consultative community democracy and
self-governing community democracy.

2. There are 3 forms of community democratic strengthening: 1) social democratic
strengthening, 2) consultative democratic strengthening and 3) self-governing democratic
strengthening.

3. there are the process of community democracy strengthening development
by integrating Buddhist principles, namely the principle of Aparihaniyadhamma, with 7
components: 1) consultation meeting, 2) community power creation, 3) community
culture compliance, 4) listening to the opinions of community scholars, 5) promoting the
role of community women, 6) creating community ideals, and 7) community welfare

arrangement.

Keywords: Process; Strengthening; Community Democracy
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