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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the loss of cultural identity of the Chong ethnic
group in the Eastern region of Thailand, 2) maintain the cultural traditions that affect the
existence of the Chong ethnic group, and 3) propose policy guidelines for spatial
development through the Chong cultural traditions. This research was qualitative with
19 key informants. The research instruments were in-depth interviews, participant observation,
focus group discussions, and document analysis. The research focused on case studies
of Chong ethnic communities in the Eastern region of Thailand. Data triangulation was
used in terms of data collection methods, content analysis, and description.

The research results found that:

1. Loss of Cultural Identity of the Chong Ethnic Group in Eastern Community It was
found that the social structure and kinship system of the Chong people were weakened
by the development of capitalist economy. Policies that encourage people to enter the
modern labor market have separated the youth from the community. As a result,

traditional rituals such as “PhlpraChamtrakoon” and “Praph€ntkanrd@kna” have become



T9 12 2101 1 (NNMAN - R 2568) emsaaiwIdenNasssn 200 Ji

less intense. This change is consistent with Marx's idea about the state and capital
dominating the social structure.

2. Methods of preserving cultural traditions that affect the existence of the Chong
ethnic group in the Eastern community found that communities that still preserve culture,
such as Ban Takhian Thong and Ban Chang Thun, use methods of combining traditional
culture with the new economic system, such as promoting cultural tourism and using
technology to transfer knowledge, which is consistent with structuralism that views
culture as being able to adapt under a new structure.

3. Suggesting policy suidelines for spatial development through the “Chong”
cultural path to preserve Chong identity, there should be (1) the establishment of cultural
conservation zones, (2) the integration of Chong language curriculum in schools, (3)
government support in organizing cultural activities, and (4) the development of community
economy linked to cultural capital. This approach supports Bourdieu's view that

“cultural capital can create bargaining power and preserve identity”.

Keywords: Chong; Space; Identity; Development
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