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Abstract

This academic article aims to explain the Buddhist symbolism embodied in the
chofah (gable finial) of Wat Klang’s ordination hall. The study found that the chofah is
in the swan-mouth style with six fisures, measuring 1.40 meters in height, and arranged
on a three-tiered roof typical of Central Thai architecture, yet reflecting Northeastern
beliefs. The chofah symbolizes the forest creatures of Himavanta and represents the
threefold Buddhist practice of morality (sila), concentration (samadhi), and wisdom
(panna), which lead to enlightenment and liberation.

The first chofah represents morality, encompassing the Five, Eight, Ten, and 227
precepts, as well as the 84,000 Dhamma teachings. The second level signifies virtue and
the role of morality in overcoming defilements, leading to concentration, mindfulness,
and wisdom. The third and highest chofah symbolizes wisdom, directed toward the
eradication of mental defilements. Its gilded decoration symbolizes prosperity, brilliance,
and boundless radiance.

Moreover, the chofah embodies the Four Noble Truths: dukkha (suffering), samudaya
(the cause of suffering), nirodha (the cessation of suffering), and magga (the path leading
to the cessation of suffering). These represent the core teachings of Buddhism that guide

practitioners toward the eradication of ignorance (avijja) and ultimate liberation.

Keywords: Chofa; Dhamma Puzzle; Wat Klang Ubosot
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