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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the decision-making of citizens in electing the
mayor of Mukdahan Municipality, 2) compare election decision-making classified by gender,
age, education, and occupation, and 3) explore suggestions for improving election
decision-making. This was a quantitative study, with a sample group of 394 eligible voters
in Mukdahan Municipality. The research instrument was a questionnaire with content
validity ranging from 0.67 to 1.00 and an overall reliability coefficient of 0.96. Data were
analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA,
and content analysis.

The research results revealed that:

1. The overall decision-making in electing the mayor was at a high level.
Considering each aspect, the priority order was: candidate qualifications, policies,
influential persons, political party affiliation, and election campaigning.

2. Comparisons of opinions on election decision-making classified by gender,
age, education, and occupation showed no significant differences, which did not support
the research hypotheses.

3. Suggestions indicated that eligible voters should prioritize candidates with
knowledge, competence, and appropriate educational qualifications, as well as those
with strong commitment to local development. Moreover, voters should place greater

emphasis on political parties that refrain from vote-buying practices.
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