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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: (1) to examine the level of participation of
local political leaders in the administration of Sangha affairs, (2) to investigate the
relationship between the principles of Aparihaniyadhamma and the participation of local
political leaders, and (3) to propose guidelines for applying Aparihaniyadhamma to
promote Sangha administration. A mixed-methods research design was employed.
The quantitative sample consisted of 197 local political leaders, determined using Taro
Yamane’s formula, while qualitative data were obtained from 12 key informants.
The research instruments included questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Quantitative
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics—frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation—together with hypothesis testing and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.
Qualitative data were analyzed using descriptive content analysis.

The findings revealed that:

1. The overall level of participation of local political leaders in promoting
Sangha administration was high (X = 3.52, S.D. = 0.54). By aspect, the highest mean score
was participation in decision-making (X = 3.63, S.D. = 0.66), followed by participation in
evaluation (X = 3.53, S.D. = 0.71), participation in benefits (X = 3.47, S.D. = 0.75), and
participation in operations (X = 3.47, S.D. = 0.71).
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2. The principles of Aparihaniyadhamma were found to have a statistically
significant positive correlation with the participation of local political leaders in Sangha
administration at the .01 level.

3. The proposed guidelines emphasized regular and systematic meetings with
clear agendas, punctuality, and comprehensive collaboration, participation in beneficial
activities, fostering community unity, adherence to appropriate rules for the current
context, and strengthening mutual understanding between the Sangha and the

community for effective and sustainable administration.

Keywords: Participation; Local Leadership; Monastic Administration; Aparihaniyadhamma;

Kalasin Municipality
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