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Abstract

This study aimed to: 1) examine the level of public participation in the management
of child development centers in Khao Kho District, Phetchabun Province; 2) compare
factors related to public participation in the management of child development centers; and
3) investigate guidelines for promoting public participation in the management of child
development centers. A mixed-methods research design was employed. The quantitative
sample consisted of 240 parents whose children were enrolled in child development
centers, while the qualitative component involved 22 key informants. The research
instruments were a questionnaire and a semi-structured interview form. Quantitative data
were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way
analysis of variance, and multiple regression analysis, while qualitative data were analyzed
using content analysis.

The findings revealed that:

1. The overall level of public participation in the management of child development
centers was at the highest level. Participation in decision-making had the highest mean
score, followed by participation in receiving benefits, participation in implementation,
and participation in evaluation, respectively.

2. Respondents of different age groups differed significantly in their levels of
participation at the .05 level, whereas most of the other personal factors showed no
statistically significant differences. In addition, organizational culture significantly influenced

public participation at the .01 level, and the management factors jointly explained 19.20%
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of the variance in public participation.

3. The guidelines for promoting public participation should emphasize opportunities
for citizens to participate in decision-making, implementation, benefit-sharing, and evaluation,
together with the promotion of equity, active listening, transparency, access to information,

and trust between child development centers and local communities.

Keywords: Public Participation; Management; Child Development Centers; Khao Kho District
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