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John CLARK is Professor Emeritus in Art History at the University of Sydney where he
taught for twenty-two years. He wrote Modern Asian Art in 1995, which was published
in 1998 by Craftsman House, Sydney, and University of Hawai’i Press. His Asian
Modernities: Chinese and Thai Art Compared, 1980-1999 (Sydney, Power Publications,
2010) won the Best Art Book Prize of the Art Association of Australia and New Zealand
in 2011 while his Modernities of Chinese Art and Modernities of Japanese Art were
published by Brill in 2010 and 2013 respectively. His two-volume The Asian Modern,
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was published by the National Gallery Singapore in March 2021. Also in press for 2021
from National University of Singapore Press is Contemporary Asian Art at Biennials,
his studies from 2000-2005. Contact: john.clark@sydney.edu.au
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Department of Anthropology, Macquarie University, Sydney. He received his doctorate
at the University of London in 1982 based on his earlier research in Chiang Mai province,
northern Thailand. Since the mid-1990s he has done periodic research in northern Laos
(Muang Sing). His publications on these regions are wide-ranging, including a number
of chapters and articles on Lanna Buddhism. Contact: paul.cohen@mg.edu.au

Graham H. DALRYMPLE is originally from Scotland, but has lived in Songkhla since
2013. He is currently completing his master’s thesis at Universiti Kebangssaan
Malaysia’s Institute of Ethnic Studies, and is affiliated with the Muslim Studies Centre
at Chulalongkorn University’s Institute of Asian Studies. Contact: ghdalrymple@gmail.
com
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Office of Arts and Culture, Chiang Mai Rajabhat University (CMRU), Chiang Mai. In
2017, he earned his PhD degree at CMRU in the field of Mekong and Salween River
Regional Studies with a thesis entitled “The Concept and Working Process for Re-creation
the Tripitaka in Lanna Kingdom and Shan State”. At CMRU, he is responsible for the
preservation and studying of manuscript cultures in Northern Thailand and Shan State
(Myanmar). Since September 2020, he has been head of a digitization project of Shan
manuscripts kept at Wat Papao, Chiang Mai, supported by DREAMSEA. Contact:
direkemru@gmail.com

Volker GRABOWSKY has been Professor of Thai and Lao Studies at the Asia-Africa-
Institute, University of Hamburg, since 2009. From 1996 to 1999, he worked for the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) at the Department of Lao Language
and Literature, National University of Laos. From 1999 to 2009, he was Professor of
Southeast Asian History at the Institute of Ethnology, Westfilische Wilhelms-University
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of Miinster. He is the author of several books on the history and culture of Tai ethnic
groups. Together with Hans Georg Berger (and with the collaboration of Dr. Khamvone
Boulyaphonh and Dr. Bounleuth Sengsoulin) he edited the volume, The Lao Sangha and
Modernity: Research at the Buddhist Archives of Luang Prabang 2005-2015 (Anantha
Publishing, 2015). Contact: Volker.Grabowsky(@uni-hamburg.de

Agnieszka HELMAN-WAZNY is a bibliologist and material scientist at the University of
Hamburg and the University of Warsaw. Her publications include monographs and articles
on the history of the regional production and usage of paper and books in Asia, including
The Archaeology of Tibetan Books (Brill, 2014) and The Mustang Archives: Analysis
of handwritten documents via the study of papermaking traditions in Nepal (Brepols
forthcoming, co-authored with Charles Ramble). Using interdisciplinary methods in
collaboration with scholars, private collectors, museum curators and artisans, as well
as personal experience in “experimental manuscriptology”, Dr. Helman-Wazny’s work
is concerned with establishing paper typologies, and applying modern technologies
in the identification and dating of premodern non-Western manuscripts, including the
Dunhuang manuscripts. Contact: agnieszka.helman-wazny@uni-hamburg.de

ITHI Sophonpanich received a BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) from
the University of Oxford, a MPhil from the Institute of Development Studies, University
of Sussex, and a MA in History from the University of Hawai’i at Manao in 2011 with
his thesis on “The Discourse of Hierarchy: A Study of British Writing on Siam, c. 1820-
1918.” Prior to his passing in 2016, he was a PhD candidate and Graduate Teaching
Assistant at the Department of History, George Washington University, with a focus
on Fascism and the role of the British Empire in Southeast Asia. Contact: journal@
thesiamsociety.org

Christopher M. JoLL has lived and worked in Thailand for twenty years. He is a research
fellow at Chulalongkorn University’s Muslim Studies Centre, and a research associate
at Victoria University of Wellington’s Religious Studies Program. He is the author of
Muslim Merit-making in Thailands Far-South (Springer 2011). Since 2020, he has
relocated to New Zealand. Contact: cmjoll@gmail.com

KHamvoNE Boulyaphonh is director of the Buddhist Archives of Luang Prabang and a
co-ordinator for the Buddhist Academy of the Sangha of Luang Prabang province. In
2016, he earned his PhD at the University of Hamburg in the field of Thai and Lao Studies
with a thesis entitled “The Life, Work and Social Roles of the Most Venerable Sathu Nyai
Khamchan Virachitta Maha Thela (1920-2007)”. From 2016 to 2018, he carried out
digitization projects at the University of Hamburg. Since September 2018, he has been
head of three major digitization projects supported by DREAMSEA. Together with Prof.
Dr. Volker Grabowsky, he edited two volumes of the catalogues of manuscripts, “A Lost
Monastery Library Rediscovered: A Catalogue of Lao Manuscripts kept in the abbot’s
abode (kuti) of Vat Si Bun Hiiang, Luang Prabang” (Hamburger Siidostasienstudien,
Vol. 15) and “Written Treasures from Northern Laos: A Catalogue of Manuscripts from
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Vat Xiang Thong, Luang Prabang” (Hamburger Siidostasienstudien, Vol. 16). Contact:
khamvone.boulyaphonh@gmail.com

Eng Jin Oor is a PhD candidate in Buddhist Textual Studies at the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University, Bangkok. His research focuses on the
transmission of the Milindapaiiha (Questions of King Milinda), with a comparative
analysis of the Siamese recensions. Under the guidance of Peter Skilling and Giuliano
Giustarini, his work explores the textual traditions of various Milindapariha recensions
that circulated in Siam from the late Ayutthaya period. He holds a MA in Buddhist
Studies from the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. Contact: ej ooi@yahoo.com

ParitTA Chalermpow Koanantakool is a retired anthropologist. She was a lecturer
in the Sociology and Anthropology Faculty of Thammasat University, and director
of the Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre. She published books and articles on Thai
dance, aspects of the body in Thai culture, and local museums. Contact: paritta99@
gmail.com

PHAPTAWAN Suwannakudt is a Thai-Australian artist, who works in interdisciplinary
forms that include painting, sculpture and installation, informed by Buddhism, women’s
issues and cross-cultural dialogue. Phaptawan trained as a mural painter with her
late father, Phaiboon Suwannakudt, and led a team of painters working in Buddhist
temples across Thailand during the 1980s-1990s. She was also involved in the women
artists’ group exhibition, Tradisexion, in 1995 and was a curator in the international art
exchange, Womanifesto. She relocated to Australia in 1996 and completed her Master of
Visual Arts at Sydney College of the Arts, The University of Sydney. She has exhibited
extensively in Australia, Thailand and internationally, including 7races of Words:
Art and Calligraphy from Asia, Museum of Anthropology, UBC, Vancouver, Canada
(2017) Retold-Untold Stories, Chiang Mai (2014) and Sydney (2016), Thresholds:
Contemporary Thai Art, New York (2013) and the 18th Biennale of Sydney: A/l Our
Relations (2012). She was selected to participate in the inaugural Bangkok Art Biennale,
Thailand (2018). Most recently, her work was included in Asia TOPA 2020, Art Centre
Melbourne, and The National 2021 at the Art Gallery of New South Wales. Her works
are held in public collections, including the Art Bank Sydney, the National Art Gallery
of Thailand, the Art Gallery of New South Wales and the National Gallery Singapore.
Contact: phaptawan@gmail.com

PotpreCcHA Cholvijarn holds a PhD in Buddhist Studies from University of Bristol,
England. He is currently a special lecturer at the Thai Studies Centre, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University. Contact: potprecha@gmail.com

Nicolas REVIRE is Assistant Professor at Thammasat University, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Bangkok, and holds a doctoral degree from the Université Paris 3—Sorbonne nouvelle
in France. He specializes in the Buddhist art and archaeology of South and Southeast
Asia, with a research focus on premodern Thailand, Myanmar, and Cambodia. He is
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general editor of a collective volume titled Before Siam: Essays in Art and Archaeology,
co-published by the Siam Society (Bangkok, 2014), and is currently preparing a Felicitation
volume for Prof. Piriya Krairiksh to appear in 2022. Contact: nicolas@tu.ac.th

Tony WATERS is Professor of Sociology, and Director of the Institute for Religion,
Culture, and Peace at Payap University, Chiang Mai. Author of eight books and assorted
academic articles, he is an occasional contributor to 7The Irrawaddy (Yangon). He is
currently working on translations of the Thai writer ‘Rong Wongsawan, and on issues
involving social change in Southeast Asia. He was a Peace Corps Volunteer at the
Malaria Zone Office in Phrae, 1980-1982. Contact: watersanthony777@gmail.com

Karl E. WEBER has an MA and PhD from Ruperto-Carola University, Heidelberg. He is

Professor emeritus of the Asian Institute of Technology, Pathum Thani, and is now an
independent researcher and author based in Bangkok. Contact: banbueng@]loxinfo.co.th
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