
Contributors

 

Widya Amasara is Executive Director of the Indonesian Heritage Trust. She has an 
interest in intangible heritage and heritage education. She wishes to share her perspectives 
in Indonesian heritage, specifically related to tackling climate change through cultural 
wisdom and balance between human, nature, and the spiritual, while also taking the 
opportunity to listen to stories and perspectives of fellow young heritage professionals 
in Southeast Asia and broaden her horizon in heritage conservation. Contact: widya.
amasara@gmail.com
 
Venerable Anil Sakya or Phra Dhammashakyavongsvisuddhi (Royal appointed 
Ecclesiastical titular name) holds a MPhil from Cambridge University and a PhD in 
Social Anthropology from Brunel University in the UK with the royal scholarship from 
the Late King Bhumibol Adulyadej. Currently, he is residing at the royal monastery 
of Wat Bovoranives Vihara in Bangkok, Thailand where he holds a position of an 
Assistant Abbot, and he is involved in a “think tank” for the United Nations’ agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals. He is the Regional Sangha Governor for eight northern 
provinces of Thailand. He represents the modern face of Buddhism, a bridge between 
the monastic’s principled authority and the ever-changing realities of secular existence.. 
Contact: asakya@gmail.com

Joshua Anak Belayan is currently the Youth Meaningful Engagement in Climate 
Governance at UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub. He majored in Biology at Universiti 
Brunei Darussalam and the Country Co-Director with the ASEAN Youth Advocate 
Networks Brunei Chapter. He was Brunei’s Delegates for both South East Asian Cultural 
Heritage and ASEAN Youth for Climate Action Dialogue that delivered the keynote 
speech and presented the ASEANYouCAN’s Bandar Seri Begawan Declaration to the 
16th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Environment respectively. The ASEANyouCAN 
dialogue was officially included as one of the key deliverables in the 38th and 39th 
Brunei ASEAN Chairmanship statements. He formerly sat as the Youth Empowerment 
in Climate Action Platform, Youth Advisory Group on the Environment and Climate 
Justice in the Asia-Pacific Region which is supported by the United Nations and also the 
YSEALI Academic Fellowship Alumni. Contact: joshuabelayan@gmail.com

Thepduangchan Bounthideth has a passion for the lifestyle of rural living, Koun Xinh 
comes from Luang Prabang, Lao PDR. In 2021, she joined a UNESCO youth forum 
for community heritage for sustainability and joined SEACHA’s programs this year. 
Contact: sinhsinh009@gmail.com
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Mohammad Reevany Bustami received his undergraduate degree from Purdue 
University, West Lafayette and master’s from University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 
He obtained his PhD from University of London School of Economics and Political 
Science in the field of Development and Organizational Sociology. He is currently 
the Head of Nusantara Malay Archipelago Research at the Centre for Policy Research 
and International Studies, Universiti Sains Malaysia, the oldest social science research 
center in Malaysia. He is also the founding advisor to Malindo Research Centre at 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta, Indonesia. In addition, he is the Editor-in-
chief for the International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious Understanding 
based in Germany as well as the founder of I-WIN Library (waqafilmunusantara.com). 
Contact: reevany@usm.my 

Hoàng Cầm, Deputy Director of the Institute of Cultural Studies, Vietnam Academy 
of Social Sciences, is an anthropologist who has over twenty years of experience 
working on ecological practices, anthropology of development, cultural heritage and 
politics of forest resources among ethnic minorities in Vietnam, with special focus on 
the Tai in the Northwestern region and indigenous people in the Central Highlands. 
His ongoing research project “Ecological cosmology and the sustainable existence 
among the Thái in the Northwestern region” examines how Thái traditional animist 
practices play roles in shaping and managing the interaction between humans and their 
surrounding environments. He is author and co-author of a number of papers on these 
topics. hoangcamvn@gmail.com. Contact: hoangcamvn@gmail.com

Chaiwat Satha-Anand is a Retired Professor of Political Science, Thammasat 
University. He has written, edited, or co-edited some forty books published both in 
Thailand and abroad. He was named “Thailand’s Best Researcher in Political Science 
and Public Administration’’ by the National Research Council in 2006. He also received 
the National Sri Burapha Distinguished Writer Award (Bangkok) and the International 
El-Hibri Peace Education Prize (Washington D.C.) in 2012. His recent publications 
include Protecting the Sacred, Creating Peace in Asia-Pacific (2017) and Nonviolence 
and Islamic Imperatives (2017). Contact: chaiwatpong@yahoo.com 

Chung Ngin Zhun hails from Malaysia and is currently working to create circular bio-
plastics and agricultural inputs from local seaweed. His interest is in using local resources to 
build up a sustainable and circular economy. Contact: zhun1810@gmail.com

Alakesh Dutta is currently a Research Associate and studio tutor for the master’s 
programme in Integrated Sustainable Design at the College of Design and Engineering 
in the National University of Singapore. His current research topics include looking at 
a regenerative &amp; systems-based approach to architecture and urbanism. Alakesh 
is also a certified architect in India with a master’s degree in Integrated Sustainable 
Design from NUS. He has extensive industry experience working in India, the US 
and Singapore for over eleven years. His past experiences as a Principal Architectural 
Associate at Surbana Jurong Consultants Pte. Ltd. include projects like the NUS SDE4 
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Net-Zero, Energy Building, the Vertical Fish Farm for Apollo Aquaculture Group, the 
Jurong Innovation District by JTC and the Connect@Changi facility Singapore Expo 
set-up in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Contact: adutta@nus.edu-sg

Alexander Greene is a doctoral student with the French National Centre for Scientific 
Research and the University of French Guiana. He conducts interdisciplinary research 
on human-environmental relations in South and Southeast Asia, including sacred natural 
sites in western Nepal, Karen ethnoveterinary medicine for Asian Elephants in northern 
Thailand, Raglai ethnobotany in central Vietnam, and his ongoing doctoral work on 
the circulation of plants in the Hmong diaspora. He is a National Geographic Explorer, 
an assisting editor with the online magazine The Ethnobotanical Assembly (TEA), sits 
on the board of the Religion and Conservation Biology working group of the Society 
for Conservation Biology (SCB), and is affiliated with the Centre for Biocultural 
Diversity (CBCD) in the UK, the Laboratoire dynamiques sociales et recomposition des 
espaces (LADYSS) in France, and the Hmong Studies Consortium in the U.S. Contact: 
accidentalshrike@gmail.com

Paolo Andrew Hasegawa is a heritage architect and architecture history educator. He 
pursued a Master’s Degree in Architecture in the field of History, Theory, and Criticism. 
His research focuses on the analysis of architectural elements and ornamentation and 
their effects on people’s perceptions. While teaching architecture history, he is also 
involved in heritage consultancy projects in Luzon, Philippines. He is currently the head 
architect of Arkitektura Hasegawa, a design and consultancy based in Central Luzon. 
Contact: paohasegawa@gmail.com

Shar Thae Hoy, hailing from Myanmar, is a young environmental and climate change 
advocate with a deep-rooted passion for promoting traditional ecological knowledge 
and cultural wisdom, as well as learning about the interconnectedness of people, 
nature, and culture. She is particularly interested in Nature-Based Climate Solutions to 
address the planet earth natural disaster issues. She currently leads Climate Action Lab 
Myanmar, educating children and youth about climate science and advocating for social 
and cultural innovation to solve the climate crisis in her country. Contact: sharthehoi@
gmail.com

Nay Myo Htet, an architecture student from Myanmar, possesses a profound enthusiasm 
for architecture, urban design, and heritage buildings, along with a strong passion 
for climate adaptive and resilience designs. He firmly believes that Southeast Asian 
Heritages hold immense potential as drivers for climate action and can pave the way for 
a sustainable future in the ASEAN region. Currently, he is working as an Architectural 
Assistant Intern at Doh Eain. Contact: nmh.mmr@gmail.com

Kamori Osthananda is a Thai humanitarian interested in post-colonial development 
through psychological and intersectional lenses. She has served as a panelist for the 
Digital Sexuality Education Conference Asia-Pacific 2021 supported by the UNFPA, 
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UNICEF, and UNESCO. She has also participated in the World Bank Group Youth 
Summit 2022: Unlocking the Power of Inclusion for Equitable Growth, and been featured in 
media for her advocacy on menstrual equity. Contact: dearkamori@gmail.com

Nirmal Kishnani is an Associate Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
College of Design and Engineering where he teaches sustainable design. His role as 
design consultant includes ground-breaking projects such as Daylight Retrofit of the 
Asian Development Bank Headquarters (Philippines), Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 
(Singapore) and SDE4, the net zero energy building at the National University of 
Singapore. Dr Kishnani was the editor-in-chief of the FuturArc magazine for more 
than a decade. He is the author of Greening Asia: Emerging Principles for Sustainable 
Architecture (2012) and Ecopuncture: Transforming Architecture and Urbanism in Asia 
(2019). Contact: akintk@nus.edu.sg 

Shahar Koyok also known as Shaq Koyok, is a contemporary artist of the indigenous 
Temuan tribe of Selangor. Many of his works reflect the early trauma of encroachment 
on the jungle around his village by land developers. This personal history has also fueled 
his passion to fight for the land rights of his people. He explores many media of art in 
his work, from contemporary painting to installation art. Contact: shaqkoy@gmail.com

Catrini Partihari Kubontubuh received her bachelor’s degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning from Institut Teknologi Bandung, her master’s degree from Department of 
Architecture of KU Leuven, Belgium, and doctoral degree from School of Architecture, 
Planning and Policy Development from ITB. Dr Catrini is currently the Chairperson 
of The Indonesian Heritage Trust based in Jakarta and Chairperson of Southeast Asian 
Cultural Heritage Alliance based in Bangkok. She was acknowledged as The Climate 
Reality Leader 2020 after her accomplishment in The Climate Reality Leadership Project 
Global Training 2020 led by Al Gore. Dr Catrini has also remained committed to natural 
conservation including the wildlife rehabilitation of Sumatran Tiger and Orangutan 
under her lead as Executive Director of ARSARI Djojohadikusumo Foundation. She 
has worked for more than twenty years in developing heritage organizations in West 
Sumatera, Bali, Jakarta and several other heritage cities in Indonesia, as well in regional 
Southeast Asia and worldwide. Contact: balikuna@yahoo.com 

Jayl Langub is a retired civil servant. He is currently an Associate Research Fellow at 
the Institute of Borneo Studies, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak, and one of the advisors 
of WWF-Malaysia. He is also an Advisor to Forum Masyarakat Adat Dataran Tinggi 
Borneo, an Alliance of the Indigenous People of the Highlands of Borneo, a local 
initiative whose goal is to maintain the integrity of their highland homeland in the Heart 
of Borneo through conservation and sustainable development. Contact: jlangub13@
gmail.com

Lê Bùi “Celia” Anh Thơ, is a social justice advocate and an artist based in New York 
hailing from Hồ Chí Minh City, Vietnam. She currently works for the Center for 
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Innovation in Mental Health at the City University of New York’s Graduate School 
for Public Health and Health Policy. Celia obtained her B.A. in Linguistics and East 
Asian Studies from Columbia University and is passionate about indigenous languages, 
queer liberation, grassroots organizing, and health justice. She has worked on these 
issues on local and national levels, collaborating with US civil rights and community 
organizations such as Asian Americans Advancing Justice, PFLAG, NAPAWF, and 
more. Contact: celia.le@columbia.edu

Alex Lew Wen Jie is a migrant rights activist from Singapore. He graduated with a 
high Honours in History and Archaeology (SOAS) and law (Temasek Polytechnic). 
He is passionate about combating stereotypes about migrant workers in Singapore by 
co-founding Migrant Library Singapore, a platform of interaction for 17,700 migrant 
workers, and has raised $3,000 in donations. Alex has worked for several International 
Affairs organizations such as ASEAN Foundation, Asia-European Foundation and 
YSEALI. Contact: exlanhappy@gmail.com

Lim Gaik Siang is the current president of Penang Heritage Trust and a member of 
the City Council Technical Review Panel. She convened the Chinese Colloquium for 
Penang Story and participated in the writing of the nomination dossier, resulting in the 
inscription of George Town as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2008. She spearheaded 
the physical restoration of the Han Jiang Ancestral Temple, while documenting and 
preserving the intangible cultural heritage of Teochew in Penang and was accredited 
with the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation in 2006. In 
2017, she published a chapter on wood carvings and their interpretation in the book 
‘Within the Walls of Tun Tan Siew Sin’s Ancestral Home’. In 2018, she was awarded 
the National Treasure Guardian by the China CCTV National Treasure program, in 
recognition of efforts in promoting and preserving built and cultural heritage. In 2023, 
she was awarded the Guangdong Friendship Award by the Guangdong government in 
recognition of efforts in promoting and preserving built and cultural heritage in both 
Guangdong and Malaysia. Contact: limgspc@gmail.com

Royce Lyssah Malabonga is a Foreign Service Officer, Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Pasay City, Philippines. She is an advocate for cultural heritage protection and 
empowerment of indigenous communities.  Her field of research is intangible cultural 
heritage, particularly cultural elements that are at risk of endangerment. She envisions 
that the ancient wisdom of indigenous communities will be recognized and integrated in 
national and international climate change mitigation strategies. Contact: rlmalabonga@
gmail.com

Fachruddin M. Mangunjaya is an environmentalist, author, Associate Professor at the 
Graduate Program Faculty of Biology and Agriculture, Universitas Nasional, and the 
Chairman of the Centre for Islamic Studies Universitas Nasional. He graduated with 
a Master’s in Conservation Biology at the University of Indonesia and earned his PhD 
from the Post Graduate Program in Environmental Management and Natural Resources 
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at Bogor Agricultural University. He is the author of thirty books and chapters, one of 
the leading eco-activists in the Muslim world, and an independent consultant for several 
institutions such as UNDP, UNEP and Islamic Science Education Cultural Organization 
ISESCO, Rabat, Morocco. Contact: fmangunjaya@civitas.unas.ac.id

Alfikri Muliadi (Zega) comes from Banyak Island, off the west coast of Aceh Province, 
he has been helping his local creative business community. Now he is living in Thailand 
to pursue his undergraduate education in Bachelor of Arts in English Communication 
program. Contact: muliadialfikri@gmail.com

Nazrul Nazri is a postgraduate student at Trinity College Dublin pursuing a M.Phil 
in Environmental History. Hailing from Kuala Lumpur, his interests in cultural 
heritage and conservation influenced his decision to join ICOMOS Malaysia during 
his undergraduate studies. With SEACHA, he wants to explore how heritage and 
the environmental humanities can inform low-tech, low-cost solutions towards climate 
adaptation, for the benefit of today’s at-risk communities. Contact: nazrulnaz03@gmail.com

Pasuk Phongpaichit is Emeritus Professor of Political Economy at Chulalongkorn 
University, Bangkok, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Thailand. She has published 
widely on public policy issues including corruption, the illegal economy, gambling, 
taxation, inequality, and land governance. She was co-laureate of the Fukuoka Grand 
Prize in  2017 and gave the keynote address at the Association for Asian Studies annual 
conference in 2023. Contact: chrispasuk@gmail.com

Souphanith Phaengmala, from Vientiane, Lao PDR, is currently working in the 
environmental protection field. She is dedicated to working on and training about 
environmental issues, teaching her communities’ environmental knowledge and 
building capacity with youth volunteers. She also works as a freelance writer on crucial 
environmental topics. Contact: souphanithp@gmail.com

Leandro Nicholas Rañoa Poco is a Philippine-registered Architect and Environmental 
Planner with over eighteen years’ experience in both Manila and Singapore. Leandro 
completed his MA in Urban Design at the National University of Singapore prior 
to completing his MSc at University College London’s Bartlett Faculty of the Built 
Environment. His research centers around the historical typo-morphological layering 
of cities and the use of quantitative and evidence-based methods like space syntax in 
understanding the patterns of spatial use and inequity in cities in the global south. He is 
expanding his research to look at how new car-oriented road infrastructure affects both 
historical urban and suburban areas. He aims to bring these evidence-based analytical 
methods into his practice of planning and architecture to help fix Metro Manila’s 
dystopia, one project at a time. Contact: leandro.poco@gmail.com 

Nurul Salmi Abdul Latip is a senior lecturer with the School of Biological Sciences, 
Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang. She works on conservation issues in human-
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dominated landscapes, focusing on impacts and ecological responses from human-
ecosystem interactions. She engages with several communities in northern Peninsular 
Malaysia on ecosystem conservation projects, through ecological education, practical 
programs, and research. Contact: nurul.salmi23@gmail.com

Chanraksmey Seng is a former student from Cambodia who graduated from Norton 
University and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture and Urbanism from 2018, 
Phnom Penh City. She is currently part of a private architecture company leading private 
construction consultancies and design. She has a particular interest in heritage buildings 
in the 1960s by Vann Molyvann’s design, one of the pioneers of the New Khmer 
Architecture movement that combined Western architectural design styles with traditional 
features of Cambodian architecture. Contact: chanraksmeyseng27@gmail.com

Sibarani Sofian is a passionate urban designer, planner and business leader with 
experience in various urban projects in Asia, especially Southeast Asia and Indonesia. 
He contributed to various award-winning projects in Southeast Asia and helped pioneer 
practices and business for firms such as SOM, RSP, EDAW and was director of AECOM 
Design and Planning in Singapore, then Indonesia. He is founder of URBAN+, which 
spearheads strategic urban projects in Indonesia. He and his team won the National 
Capital City Urban Design Competition in 2019. He serves as an expert member of the 
City and Architecture Review Board for the City of Jakarta. He initiated the formation 
of Indonesia Urban Designer Institute in 2019, and now serves as its President. Contact: 
sibarani.sofian@urb4nplus.com

Supitcha Sutthanonkul is an interior architect and a heritage practitioner from Thailand. 
She graduated from the master’s program, World Heritage Studies, at Brandenburg 
University of Technology, Germany. She is interested in World Heritage, holistic heritage 
conservation, industrial heritage, and forestry heritage. She is a full-time researcher at 
Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Archaeology and Fine Arts (SEAMEO SPAFA) 
and is working on (World) Heritage-related projects in Thailand. Contact: spc.whs@
gmail.com

Sri Ratna Saktimulya is a lecturer at Universitas Gadjah Mada Faculty of Cultural 
Sciences in the Javanese Literature Study Program with specific area of interest in 
philology. She has been the head of Pura Pakualaman Yogyakarta Library since 2011, 
was a member of the Cultural Council of the Special Region of Yogyakarta from 2020 to 
2022, and head of UGM Center for Cultural Studies from 2022 to 2025. Contact: ratna.
saktimulya@ugm.ac.id

Suwichan (Chi) Phattanaphraiwan was born in the mountains of Chiang Mai, and 
is a renowned Pgaz k’Nyau (Karen) songwriter, singer, poet, activist, and Assistant 
Professor of Geo-Cultural Management at Srinakharinwirot University. In his work, 
Chi encourages local Pgaz K’ Nyau to strive for self-reliance, and to conserve natural 
resources by balancing utilization and sustainability. He is involved in the Karen 
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Network for Culture and the Environment, serves as Vice President of the Foundation for 
Culture and Environment, Southeast Asian chapter (FCESA), and recently co-founded 
the Karen Community Eco Museum in Tak Province. He is the Co-founder of Asian 
Ethnic Creative Foundation and has published a book in Thai on Wisdom of Mue Jei 
Kee Watershed. Contact: chipgazknyau@gmail.com 

Tint Lwin Thaung has over thirty-eight years of professional experience in forest 
management and natural resources conservation in Asia and the Pacific. Trained as a 
forester in Myanmar, he received his master’s degree in Natural Resources Management 
and Development from Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand and his PhD 
in Forest Restoration from the University of Queensland, Australia. Dr Thaung was 
Executive Director of RECOFTC (The Center For People and Forests). Currently, he 
is a Senior Regional Advisor for The Nature Conservancy Asia Pacific Program as 
well as the Country Director for TNC Myanmar. Dr Thaung has worked extensively 
in the region with particular focus on Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Australia, and 
Myanmar. He has had a long association with local community involvement in natural 
resources management and improved management of timber elephants and livelihood 
development of Mahout families who care for elephants. Contact: tint.thaung@tnc.org

Diana Zerlina is a Senior Urban Designer at URBAN+ and independent researcher. 
She holds an M.Sc or Master of Human Settlements (MaHS) from KU Leuven 
(Belgium) and has been practicing in planning and urban design fields since 2007. She 
has managed numerous multi-scale and multi-discipline urban design and planning 
projects in Indonesia, while developing a personal interest in urbanism and public space. 
She worked on the design development of the New Capital’s Government Core Area 
from 2020 until today together with Sibarani Sofian and IKN Collaboration Team, as 
well took part as a transition team member for planning coordination of the Nusantara 
Capital Authority in 2022. Contact: diana.zerlina@gmail.com
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