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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the first part of Volume 112 of the journal of the Siam Society (JSS), a
milestone edition that underscores our enduring dedication to scholarly
exploration in and cultural preservation of Thai and neighboring cultures. As we
embark on this journey, we carry both a sense of excitement and a touch of
nostalgia, honoring the memory of colleagues and friends recently lost, starting
with an obituary of the late John Joseph Toomey (1945-2021), a cherished life
member of our society. In forthcoming issues, we will honor the legacies of Gérard
Diffloth (1939-2023) and Elizabeth H. Moore (1948-2024), commemorating their
profound impact on Mon-Khmer and Burmese studies, respectively.

This edition is distinctive as we transition to a new era at JSS, introducing a fresh
editorial team and board members. In this transition, we extend our sincere
gratitude to Chris Baker and Paul Bromberg for their remarkable editorial
leadership over the past decade. Their dedication steered the JSS ship with great
success and accomplishments.

In celebrating the 120th anniversary of the Siam Society, we are privileged to
showcase an insightful biographical reconstruction by Volker Grabowsky, shedding
light on the life of Oskar Frankfurter, a founding member, and former President of
the Siam Society (1906-1917).

Diving into a diverse array of research studies, Pia Conti explores Buddhist
tantric art in the 10th-century Khmer empire while Marcus Bingenheimer & Paul
McBain guide us through a revisit of Chinese temples in Bangkok. Terry E. Miller &
Taywin Promnikon unfold a fading narrative of 150 years of musical memory in
Thailand’s Lopburi province. Gregory Kourilsky provides a comprehensive review
article of the Tai-Khmer Buddhist tradition of meditation, often dubbed
kammatthan. Finally, Javier Schnake offers a fresh edition and translation of the
Mahakassapa’s Parinibbana, providing a glimpse into the rich Pali literature
composed locally.

With this issue, we introduce four new sections. First, in “From the Archives”,
Maélle Pennégues brings to light a hidden gem—a newly unearthed travelogue to
Siam in 1685 by a French missionary, enriching our understanding of historical
journeys to the region. This handwritten travel report, accompanied by an
annotated transliteration, is accessible on the web for consultation as supplemental
material on our ThaiJo website.!

! As a reminder, JSS was formerly available through the Siam Society’s main site (https://thesiamsociety.
org/publications/journal-of-the-siam-society/). The general information and back-issues of volumes 1-95
(1904-2008) remain on that site, but new issues from 2009 appear only on the ThaiJo website, accessible here:
https://s006.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/pub_jss.
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Second, in “Literature Escapes”, Emilie Testard explores versions of Lilit Phra Lo,
while Tony Waters delves into the intriguing Nithan Thong-in by King Vajiravudh.

Third, in another fresh addition to JSS, “Museum Spotlights”, Sofia Sundstrém,
Yuyu Cheng & Trent Walker, and Naomi Wang illuminate our pages with discoveries
from various museum collections worldwide, showcasing the richness of cultural
artifacts from Thailand and the region.

Finally, rounding out this edition with glimpses into recent “Events and
Exhibitions”, are Alexandra Green’s exploration of Burma to Myanmar at the British
Museum, and Gomesh Karnchanapayap’s description of a unique Metaverse
performance of Mali Bucha in Singapore.

And, of course as expected, a full panoply of book reviews is available for
consultation. We invite you to immerse yourselves in the diverse tapestry of
knowledge and discovery woven within these pages. Thank you for your support
and interest in the Siam Society’s continuing journey.

Nicolas Revire
Managing Editor
journal@thesiamsociety.org
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