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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research study was to investicate changes in Lao
classical music, both in terms of musical elements and context, after Lao People’s
Democratic Republic’s transformation of economic policy from absolute socialism
to the New Economic Mechanism (NEM) under the concept of one country with two
regimes, meaning that the country adopted socialism as its political system and
capitalism as its economic system. Field data were collected in Vientiane and Luang
Phrabang.

Results of the study indicated since Lao People’s Democratic Republic’s
adoption of the absolute socialism in 1975, Lao classical music, which was
considered a symbol of feudal system under the concept of socialism, had been
neglected and not promoted, resulting in the discontinuation of its development. As
a result of its absolute socialism policy, the national development in every area was
slow and even prevented; therefore, the government later announced the New

Economic Mechanism (NEM) and had adopted capitalism as it economic system
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since 1986, especially after the construction of the “Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge” in
1994. Laos was opened to its neighboring countries, especially Thailand. Its opening
up to the world resulted in its rapid growth and development and many significant
changes. This study revealed that changes in music were different between
Vientiane and Luang Phrabang. It was found that in Vientiane, many musical
instruments were ordered from or provided by Thailand to replace the ones broken
due to lack of care and maintenance during the socialism period. Concerning
musical performance techniques, it was found that new generation of Lao musicians
and music teachers usually studied the techniques from Thai musicians via
television programs, Youtube, DVDs and VCDs. However, in Luang Phrabang, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, there was an attempt to revive and create Lao
identities. It was found that a new musical instrument, representing Laos’ unique
identity, was created. People were more interested in learning Lao traditional style
of musical performance. Regarding the roles of music, it was found that learning of
Lao music both in Vientiane and Luang Phrabang was primarily focused on meeting
tourism business whereas the music aimed at serving the traditional way of life of

Laotians tended to decrease.

Keywords: Lao Music, Lao Classical Music, New Economic Mechanism (NEM) Age
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