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Abstract

The doctoral music composition focuses on the cross cultural aspects of the
music of the hill tribes, Hmong, Black Lahu and Red Lahu found in the Pang Mapha
district of the Mae Hong Son province in Thailand. The work combines the
re- interpretation of idiomatic materials as well as the transmission of cultural
knowledge through educational performances. The research is expressed through
three musical compositions entitled: 1) ‘The Winds’ for Viola Solo. An experimental
piece exploring the idea of indeterminacy. 2) ‘ The Whispers’ for viola, clarinet and
piano. 3) ‘The Whisperers’ for string quartet. Based on the idea of rhapsodic variations
and motivic developments. The results reveal that these last two inter-connected
compositions approach various aspects of the culture and music of the hill tribes from
a novel and contemporary perspective. Secondly, it can be maintain the essence of

the original tune.

Keywords: Composition / Folk Tune / Cross-Cultural Musical Idioms
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* David Cope, Techniques of the Contemporary Composer (London: Prentice Hall International, 1997), 161-168.
* Robert Levin, "Improvising Mozart," in Musical Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society, ed. Solis, Gabriel and

Bruno Nettl (Urbana, IL: University of Ilinois Press, 2009), 143.
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