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Performance Practice on the Lark for Piano Solo
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Abstract

Piano performance on The Lark, piece No.10 from 12 pieces in a set called
Farewell to St. Petersburg Album was composed with poetries by famous Russian
poets for voice with piano accompaniment by Michael Glinka (1804-1857), a famous
Russian composer as the father of Russian folk songs due to the ability to compose
songs with a melodious folk tune. Subsequently, The Lark was transcribed for piano
solo by Mily Balakirev (1837-1910). Mily Balakirev is a Russian composer, pianist and
conductor who is famous to compose songs in the form of nationalist music by
bringing a variety of traditional folk music mixed with classical music. The composer
tried to portrait a bird’s flying gestures by using swooping notes up and down on the
keyboard. The pianist then will interpret and use specific techniques to convey the
exact motions of the bird. The researcher interpreted and practiced in order to

achieve the best performance according to the composer’s purpose.
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Between the sky and the earth a song is heard.
An unending stream of sound pours louder, louder.

Unseen is the singer in the field where sings so loudly above his
mate the sonorous skylark.

The wind carries the song, to whom, it does not know.
She to whom it is sung, she will understand

who it is from.

Pour on, my song of sweet hope someone remembers me and sighs
furtively.*
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¢ Josef Hofmann, Piano Playing with Piano Questions Answered (New York: Dover Publications, 1976), 24.
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