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Diminished Scale Concepts for Jazz Improvisation

F10U NEYYT B BYFEN

Changton Kunjara*'

Abstract

The Diminished scale concept is widely used in jazz vocabulary and it is one
of the most crucial tools for jazz improvisor in every jazz genres such as Swing, Bebop,
Hard Bop, Fusion Jazz, Contemporary Jazz. This article focuses on analyzing
Diminished scale and also reorganizing the group of notes from Diminished scale, the
group of notes including two notes groups consisting of Major intervals, Minor
intervals, Augmented intervals and Perfect intervals. Three notes groups consisting of
Major triads, Minor triads and Diminished triads. Four note groups consisting of Minor-
major triads, Major triads sharp 11, Minor triads sharp 11, Dominant seventh chords,
Minor seventh chords, Minor seventh flat 5 chords, Dominant seventh flat 5 chords,
Diminished major seventh chords, Minor-major sharp 5 seventh chord. The group of
five notes are Pentatonic flat 2 scales. Six notes group or Triad pairs are the
combination of 2 triads both Major triads and Minor triads. These groups of notes are
used for building jazz patterns which are apply to improvisation in various situations.
The article also demonstrates jazz patterns created from the analysis and their
application in jazz context, for example, using patterns from Half Whole Diminished
scales over Dominant seventh chords or patterns from Whole Half Diminished scales

over Major seventh chords.
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madey:  Tuladesisiten / Guladessanaindn / n1sdulnsld

= o w

Tulpdesnfifen Wuduladeswundes (Octatonic Scale) anwaydAnde a1
anuns Usznavluseldaniduaidursadoaazidudssaduiulunasaiatulades Ty

Y

a

wuadu 2 Usznnde Julsdssndduvilaas n (Whole-Half Diminished) waziulaides
Aitwvienlea (Half-Whole Diminished) (nuaag W = Whole, H = Half)
970 Ex.1 Juletdes C Addvvilaasn aursaunlulduunase Cdim7 Taeludula

dosazusenouludne aosalnu 1, 23, Ps, 6 uavinudu 9, 11, P13, 7 fdedunninde
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WutukenoanuIaINeesANLLEL zuidnesanulefddyinieiy 1 desdouiueg

galudulades C Aldunlaas i azUsznauldmelunlunosa Cdim7 wag DAim7 @1y

Ex.1

Example 1 C Whole Half Diminished scale

Cdim7
w H W H w H w
{A [l [l
bi t |
~ * g7 Ib; f bs b3 o 7
Cdim7 Ddim7
1 I 1 i
h- L4 L4 T
i & O T f 1 b5 4

a

Julaldesdiduileasnddianunsalduunasanuidaniidey Nvnseenly 1 1889
Aseme Tunsdl C AlduNeasawnsalduunesn EPdim7, GPdim7, Adim7 1@ wlesann

Vulades C pfiduiloasl, EP Aadvileasi, GP ffidwiloas waz A Addvvileasim

Wutuladeafeiiunaus 69 Ex.2

Example 2 Eb, Gb, A Whole Half Diminished scale

Ebdim7
{ i - .
| 9 b3 " b5 bi3 o7 7
Gbdim7
| EI P r ) L b‘. f
i 1 9 b3 f bis o7 7
Adim7
beobe _be

5{
LY
3

f b3 o7 7
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211 Ex.3 azuiulainmnese Dim7 denuduius fAeflresalnuientuturesa V7P9

Tunsdld Ao Aesa Cdim7, EPdim7, GPdim?7, Adim7 SltfmAeadusu rese 87(P9), D7(9),
GP7(P9), AP7(P9) mniddy

Example 3 Dominant seventh related and Diminished seventh chords relationship

Cdim7 B7¥* Ebdim7 p7v

I

e

GbdimT Frv Adim7 ApTY?

*

W
-

IMNAMUAUNUSVDIADIA Cdim7 AuAasA B7 vluanunsaundulandes C addun
laagunlduunasa B7 1a 1 Ex.4 dule C Afidvilaasn Ni5uainlide B aznanedu

aaa

wlades B Afdwisnlea Wewunlduunedn B7 aufamudu bo, 89 #11 13

Example 4 B Half Whole Diminished scale

BT
H W H W H W H
F 1 i
\ ) i'a - 1!' ’u
b e it 13 #11 5 5 b1

aaa

1 a U L L% = U a aaa [3 ¥ [
wudennunuduladeedidyviloasy Juladewmdduianlea awnsaldvunesia

aaa '3

NULIALATILEY Mingeanly 1 1@89A59918 69 Fx.5 Tulaides B Aldvvisnnleaaunsalduu

Apdn D7, F7, Ab7 lgdhe
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Example 5 D, F, Ab Half Whole Diminished scale

p7
- ] I » >
1 y
1 be 9 3 #f 5 8 b1
F7
b
1 tP =
i ' be #9 3 4 5 8 b1
AP7T
1 9 9 3 # 5 14 b1

'
a ¢ a o

Tu Ex.6 Wuunniiisuannduladeeniddeindeuiunlddulnshéd lnelunese C7
aeldTulados C Addwiomiea wazunmfisuandulados C Addwiemileatd awnsa
Ul uumesn EP7, GP7, A7 Ididuiy Juladeaddiiovigniunldedisunivate lag
tnausiudalugaddou eghatu wu3 ussda (Bary Harris, A.A. 1929-2021), woudl afny
(Sonny Stitt, A.A. 1924-1982), ¥158 WisALnes (Charlie Parker, A.f. 1920-1955), 909U

TAawmsu (John Coltrane, A.4. 1926-1967) 1udu

Example 6 Patterns from C Half Whole Diminished scale

c7

o
) <
il%- i | I — % o Ht ! | I
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Example 7 Possible intervals in C Half Whole Diminished scale

Minor 2nd
b 1 I [ 1
T 1 I - 1
Major 2nd
f— T | |
o — — = 2 2 ' i
wAW—P—H o 1]
Minor 3rd
b ———
vl 3 - | i i 1 - { { |
12X 1 11 1 L1 I |
ur L ht | | | 1
) Major 3rd I
m— | I
A —— ; ba J 4o |
jﬁb_ & e 1
Perfect 4th
1 — — | b
%8 be = ' .
A e &
7 V L ” |
Augmented 4th (Tritone)
T ™1 i
| 1 1 I
o . i ! 2s |l _t;‘F:###':F':H
7 & 1 b " ' I [ .
Perfect 5th

2
| 108
~ T
»
[N

N s
Y
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Minor 6th

| { Iﬁ l’ 1}
o s o = ' be i
T | —_—
Major 6th L f
| 1 —1
o | & 10 1 % 1% {bs | be | iz
Minor Tth I
/ z pe—— i
s T . --
Major Tth
[ ;| ! i
i . £e - f i |
“r N IF ]I 1}

aaa L3

nTueineg vutuladss C Alidwismilea anunsadunasaduwnmisulansly
Ex. 8

Example 8 Patterns from intervals

Minor 3rd

Min3 ] Min

) Major 3rd
y - i ; ; | i I — i 'h j |
:béq—ld—‘?d:tbzf e : I —
Majs | ILMG3® | Maj3 | | Maj LMaj3 | LMai3| N3 i
Perfect 4th
) L
Lﬁ,u — i’ tb' 'b I Ib bgl -‘I 1l
P | Pa’ » =
LPt | L ' P4 by @
Major 6th b —
) # - H > e | - L,
¥ | |, ™Y I /4
b =T —_
*‘f Maj 6 | Maj 6 L Maj 6 L Maj 6 ' L ' '

L Maj6 | | Majé) L_Maj6 | Maj 6 |

wananuu Wesidunisasrunnisuiivainuany aunsadndugasiaiuuild

¥ a s 1 % Y
aS1auniAsusNAula 79 Ex.9
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Example 9 Patterns from various intervals

Major 3rd & Perfect 4th ) b
b ' | '—h—H—FP—hF—hF_

fim 5 F_bp—_a':#pﬁ?—b?—h 1 L { i | il ﬁ
& | i H i — H !

———
K | MajsL P21 | L MajsL P41 | L MajsL_P4 1 | Maj3L_P4 |

Major Tth & Minor Tth

fe | . e he . )
i b-'—F I : .
& S — t b.'—F " il
5 Mai? | | Min7 | — — 1 —f

L Mai7 | LMinT7 | Maj 1 Min7 |

Wethdulades C AfidyvigmlaanimaudunusLUUNSELen IENUNGULLLIDS
niouen fie C, EP, GP, A nauluuesiniauen fa C., Eb- Gb- A- LaNaUAlNYINTaLen

#io Cdim, DPdim, EPdim, Edim, GPdim, Gdim, Adim, BPdim #dlu Ex.10
Example 10 Possible triads in C Half Whole Diminished scale

C C- Eb Eb- Gb Gb- A
ey ==

Cdim Dvdim Ebdim Edim Gbdim  Gdim Adim Bbdim

e

nivuenvilanlamisanunasaunniysudmsuaaden Insaunsaldvsonen

P

:ha
L

oAU (Ex.11) sas1evdanle (Ex.12)

Example 11 Pattern from triads

¢

@
L
L YR

g

m

T

*»

Lo
heigl
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IhE
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Example 12 Pattern from various triads

) c Cdim Epb Ebdim Gbk Ghbdim A Adim
R T T | | |

—— | | | ] I I ]
1

I [ [ — 1

nFuuene 3 ¥da 910 Ex.10 @w1sadiuiasiadu ngulie 4 67 (Four Note

Grouping) 1a#d Ex.13 wagainuu thlvasisunniaisuls ae Ex.14

Example 13 Four note grouping in C Half Whole Diminished scale

C-maj Eb-maj Gb-maj A-maj
b s 5 UL 4 ﬂ
Cmaj#t Ebmaj#i Gbmaj#it Amaj#i
| ' H
C-#f Eb-#1f Gh-#4f A-#f

W " ., |

.

Example 14 Pattern from four note grouping

C-maj A-maj Eb-maj C-maj Gb-mai Eb-maj
maj maj o /] i - maj 1
Q42 Jb) |41k Jhd ! 1 ;ﬂ
-7 AR S T2 L b e

wuIAAYIBLeAtY @1unsaiiuiaesenlldiuuifndug ladnainraiy LuiAny
a (X% a ey a & e | [ . . [ o [ [
TeusnlungtnauniudawuiAaninasgnsowen (Triad Pairs) Wunstdmseuen 2 nse
wand W dldnsauduunlgsudu i Ex.15 tJunrsirdulades C Addvvisnlaauin
Anuduiusaniouen wldanivuen 12 ¢ dall c/eb- /8 c/FB cFf crBl cua

eb/rt. £b/a Ebsa- b/, EP/A- FE/A-



10 MIEAITAUATI BN UMINB1aB398A: Rangsit Music Journal
Ui 18 atufl 1 unsAu-fiquisy 2566: Vol.18 No.1 January-June 2023

Example 15 Triad pairs in C Half Whole Diminished scale

c  B- c F# c F#- c-  F
C- F#- C- A Eb F#- Eb A
= A- Eb- A Eb- A- F# A-

ngnioueniaun awnsadillaiunniisuld de Ex.16

Example 16 Pattern from triad pairs

o c Fé- C F#- C F#- C
vl - bl #c T i  — |

wenannslinsouondugmunifngnsonenuds Saaunsauigniowontiuu
swiwieliinatulaidemnidss (Hexatonic) Aslu Ex.17 @aagihlvinisasiaviuesnasd

[y

= A a g
gdunuraulaung sty

Example 17 Hexatonic scales in C Half Whole Diminished scale

C/Eb- C/F#
- * ® - * '
C/F- C-/Fs

J 1 - > ii JL u'.

Ny
=N
L ]
N
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Eb /F#- | Eb/A |
[ ' ===
Eb/A- Eb-/ A
/ ; P — —¥ be o bﬁ#:ﬂ
Eb-/ A- Fa / A-

(%
a a0

Tulaidesenglniinfiaienngnsvwendinani dedeliviiulusdagaiiu

JulanFes Wevhldasraduwnninsuazlevinuasiuiaula & Ex.18

Example 18 Patterns from Hexatonic scale

&5

Suladesdfifvigiansothdnngulnl lnsmanuduiusvesnesanuiaiogiu
Juladeenddayt o9 Ex.19 drdulaides C addaviannlea umanuduiusiuuaesanu
Faldeedl mosanuidaladdus c7, €57, Gb7, A7 Aafanuidalaiues -7, EP-7, Gb7,
AT posanuidnendwaiaut c-7bs, Eb-7bs Gb-7bs | A7bs aasemuidalafiuriunan i
c7bs, EP7bs, GP7bs ATbs pasanuls ad T v uiaes DPdim(maj7), E dim(maj7),
Gdim(maj7), BPdim(maj7) wazpasanuidaluuediunaasunsulnid DP-maj7#s, E-maj7#s,

G-maj7#5, BP-maj7Fs

Example 19 Possible seventh chords in C Half Whole Diminished scale

C7 Eb7 Gh7 A7

N
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C-7 Eb-7 Gh-7 A-7
| ]
L 4
C-v5 Eb-7v5 Gv-v5 A-Tv5
| l, P
I 4 L — = il
L d
C7vs EbTvS GhTvS A5
| | |, r]
= > H&': 1l
Dbdim(majT) Edimimaj7) Gdim(majT) Bvdimimayj7)
|
Db-maj745 E-maj745 G-majT45 , Bb-majT#5

._!

N
3T
L

& 2 o ' ) a Aaaa ¢ ° %
aosanuidafioguudulades C Aldwisvlaaniu Ex.19 @wnsadiuiasisun
nmasuls sty Ex.20 Wunisiiaesanuidaviafeinuunly wazEx.21 agldmasanuiia

snsrianulunisasawnmiisy

Example 20 Patterns from seventh chords

A7 Gh7 C7 AT Ev7 C7
I — | r"--l--_vl--_-I T B s
"I .‘IL.I-"b‘bd {ﬁ I;ébi#% PEERISE %
A-Tv5 C-m5 Eb-7v5 Gv-1v5
|,

éﬂ
ﬁr
:

Example 21 Pattern from various seventh chords

BY-majT#5 A G-majT#5 o E-majT¥5 g

B eeaT e e memineF

>
1 o VI 1 Li|
| | I I || |

A

Hy
(ST
A

L
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naulidnurauladnydanilannuluduladediien fe Tuladeanuminiinuas

@04 (Pentatonic P2) Inglassadisvestuladoanuninidnunanassazadnefutulades
wslnin udlidadduil 2 azgaunuiisne b2 faiu duladsanunininuanaosesd
aeulinfe 1-P2-3-5-6 Tudulawdes C Anduvisnnlea aznutulades C, EP GPuay A

e lndnunanaesmuandu 51 Ex.22 (Pentatonic P2 unughe Pent P2)

Example 22 Pentatonic b2 scales in C Half Whole Diminished scale

C Pent b2 Eb Pent 2
/ : - . i : V= |
- b' & 1] b: ﬁ: 1

Gb Pent b2 A Pent k2
— 1] iy » # & ilwl

& HI# 11

Y] a a ° Y] as ~ v Y] a
‘quL@ LaﬂﬂLWUWWIWUﬂLLwa@ﬁ@\T AU UIUETIILNNLNTULN @ImUUUUIW bed @9

ARt 19ee Ex.23
Example 23 Pattern from Pentatonic b2 scale

C Pent b2
p—

SE e C o]

~ | — | | I

i - —

'y
T
~—
L
'y

!

T

Wednguluamuslninunanaeamaleg nquunldsiuiu iliiaunmiisun

Wraulads Ex.24 uag 25
Example 24 Pattern from various Pentatonic by scales

C Pent b2 Gb Pent b2 C Pent b2 Gb Pent bzb

L | L | | || Il —

i ] E—
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Example 25 Pattern from various Pentatonic b2 scales

C Pent b2 Eb Pent b2

A Pent b2
1

Gb Pent b2

T

hs

|

i

1
]
4

aaa

—

dmsunsiduladesaiaunlulalunisdulnsddy auisaldduladeanias

g1anlea daulvuurasalaituitazinandnmaasaivung falu Ex.26

Example 26 Half Whole Diminished patterns over C7 chord

CT ( Dim H-W Scale ) FG
l, T——— ™= H
y ,U I i | | | 1 | — | = I I
: Eb! I 11 | & 1
vt | ¢
C7 ( 2nd & Tth Intervals ) b' b i
Py - /e e
4 C e bt ey
/i - i F_b# e - — ] 1
1 1 l 1

i I -
>
=

nsttnquldavsowendudnmaiiandeuldiuu nlungdnaussudaadeln e
9199zl dunsauenund iensauenvaneq yinsauiu viegniauennilumaiianinln
a o LY = 0 1 < LY 1 Y o 3
dduangiuaziianuaielvi Tu Ex.27 iWudedunsldnioueavate g suuuuuunesa

Tafidun

Example 27 Triadic superimpose over C7 chord

) C7  (ATriad) (C Triad ) F-é

bt i J T ) ) ﬂ

_“r #c q‘ ’ bl

c7 b ( A &Eb Triad Pairs ) Fé
p’f o P o : =

r" i ? : ! : L} H T 1 | 1 I ':‘P:H
‘——t|_l_%—-l— || e 1 1 | |

‘I — — =
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nauliln 4 67 egratu nguldnluwesiunees 91n Ex.13 Wunquldenuiaulalunis

dnlduuneialaiiduiwuiy uardilvdedmiianunseinaievuagme e Ex.28

Example 28 Four note grouping superimpose over C7 chord

c7 (C-Maj) (A -maj) F-é
/o = = =sifEE
I - | L | | 1 | | | T |
{4 1 1 — el | | i s P
e  — m— §e 3

c7 (Eb -maj ) b (Gb -maj ) Fé

l, £ . l) )
Y A V | 1] A_JI ] F l. lr H
'j' b i i ! 1 | | i :

Juladeesdddevdeanunsaldidunisinandn (Delayed Resolution) lunnmaesa
wiaes tngldngulinluduladecduladusdiideileasdn deulduuneinuiaosnounay

AN LRl UADSALILIBS A9 Ex.29
Example 29 Whole Half Diminished pattern over Cmaj7 chord

Cmaj"’ (B Pentb2)

)] J . . b' P P —
e Hr 1T = = ﬂ
L i I I p— e — 1
Cmaj7  (F-165) ( Ab~765 ) !
q?:.:h'—h'—'—eh’ e = I
% —— A ]

AuauIasvestuladuRily Audazunmiisuazdriulunng a 3 luwes vihlv
TuladesaddyiidueiosdelunisdulnshidinnuadesiinasUszgndldlalunaie
anunisal nsldnguluneneg laun dugides nivuen ngulils 4 da pesanudn wse
wunninuanaas awsadianldswduliiiaviussvarnnatswaziiaula 3adui
9 o aaa ¢ a4 A A 9 o o o o ] A a o =
Tuladesrsidyiiduesedleninsamdunnluauniuianngeadey dusaunsadwudaauis

aupswiaadelvadludagdu
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