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Ceremonial Music of Ancestral Spirit Worship of

the Ban Ta-Nod, Muang District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
ns&se Undlun!

Kornsuang Panin*!
Abstract

The research is a qualitative research which aims at studying on ceremony, social
reflection and culture along with researching on inheritance guidelines of Pi Ton Korat. It is
found that Ban Ta-Nod villagers believes in ancestral spirit so in a year, the worship is held 2
times which are the Ceremony of Pronouncing Ancestor in the period of the waxing moon on
the 3 month and on the 6™ month as the Ancestral Spirit Worship Ceremony. The Ceremony
has 4 steps which are 1) Ancestral spirit invitation performs “Choenpee Natab
Khaotomtidpoong.” 2) Raise a Spirit performs “Kaopee Natab Khaotomtidpoong” 3) Spiritual
Dance performs “Kantrum Natab Ramsurng and Kamarelaikuay Natab Ramton” 4) Dispel the
Unfortunate: Ton Korat performs without Pi Kaew Natab Khaotomtidpoong”. Pi Ton Korat
contains musical instruments including Pi Kaew, Ton Korat, Ching, Chab Lek, and Krab. Such
activities create reflections and social culture from cultivating a good conscience towards
parents, benefactors, knowing the sins and penalties which leads to the villagers to rule
themselves with moral principles and beliefs taught by their ancestors, creating love, unity,
and caring for each other. For inheritance of Pi Ton Korat, both musicians and Ton Korat maker
have fewer descendants due to many factors such as economic when the progress of culture
has changed into the modern era, the values of the living of the local people affecting on the

change of culture.
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Table 1 Ceremony Process and Ceremony Music
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Ceremony Process

Ceremony Music

Saturday 17th April 2022 Ceremony starts at 3 pm.
Each ritual period follows ghosts and ancestral spirit into

a spiritual medium so time cannot be determined.

Step 1 Invite ghost and spirit
There are 3-4 people in charge of inviting ghosts, depending on
whose vessel the ghost or ancestral spirit will enter by sitting in

a circle with offerings in the middle

- Pi Ton Korat band plays Natab

Khaotomtidpoong to invite the spirit

Step 2 Enter the ghost

The person who is possessed by the spirit will sit and hold the
water bowl of khru and move the it according to the rhythm.
The villagers then greeted them, asked for their names, and

offered food and offerings.

- Pi Ton Korat band plays Natab

Khaotomtidpoong to enter the ghost

Step 3 Spiritual Dance
Villagers invite ghosts and spirit to change clothes and dress as
prepared in a cloth tray consisting of loincloth, sarong, sabai,

silk, comb, flour and invite ghosts to dance.

- Pi Ton Korat band plays Kantrum
Natab Ramsurng and Kamarelaikuay

Natab Ramton

Step 4 Dispel the Unfortunate

After all the ghost and ancestral spirit have arrived at the end,
ghost and ancestral spirit are invited to dispel bad things from
the village and for the villagers to live in peace. Ghost and
ancestral spirit will hold a sword and Ceremony Process riding
an elephant or a horse and dancing. As for villagers, there will
be a member of each house that makes a card, also known
as a flag, consisting of puppets that are molded in the shape
of people equal to the members of the house and all kinds

of animals in their homes for the ghost and ancestral spirit

- In this step, there is only a
performance from Pi Ton Korat and
rhythm instrument without Pi kaew
by using  the rhythm of Natab
Khaotomtidpoong as specific rhythm
and accelerate Ton rhythm to be
faster than usual to give the dancer a

valiant mood. Kamarelaikuay Natab

Ramton
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Table 1 Ceremony Process and Ceremony Music (Continue)

to protect them. After that hold the puppets and run to the
old ghost and ancestral spirit shrine to bring cards or flags to
the shrine. When finished placing, while returning to the

ceremony, bring grass to the elephants or horse that is a

follower of the present ghost and ancestral spirit.

TowasaanunsUsznauisnssulurlinulasy Usenousme Juim Wnulasiy 29 a1utdn way

n3u (Figure 1)

Figure 1 Pi Ton Korat Band®
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¢ Kornsuang Panin, Pi Ton Korat Band, 2 April 2022, digital photograph.
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Table 2 Thai Music Notation of Choenpee
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Ching -0-+ -0-+ -0-+ -0-+ | -0-+ | -O-+ -0-+ -0-+
Tone Korat ---k -ce-k ---k -ce-k | ---k | -ce-k | -ce-k -ce-k
line 1 ---- ---- -ede -g-d ---- ---e --ge -a-¢
line 2 ---- -age -a-g -e-d ---- -a-g -e-g -adb
line 3 ---- -a-g ---a --db | -a-b | -d-e -g-a --db
line 4 -a-g¢ -a-b -adb -a-g¢ ---- -a-¢ -ede fg--
line 5 ---a --ge -a-a ge-d
Table 3 Thai Music Notation of Kaopee
Thon 1 (Section 1)
Ching -o-+ |-0-4| -0-4+ |-0-+|-0-4]| -0-4+ |-0-+| -0 -+
Tone Korat ---k -ce-k| -ce-k |-ce-k| ---k -ce-k | -ce-k| -ce-k
line 1 ---d edca --ga -a-d | --¢d --ca gfga -g-f
line 2 ---g -f-d ---a cagf | -d-a --gf -g-e degd
Thon 2 (Section 2)
Ching -0-+ -0-+ -0-+ -0-+ | -O-+ -0-+ -0-+ -0-+
Tone Korat ---k -j-k -j-k -j-k ---k -j-k -j-k -j-k
line 1 ---d edca --ga -a-d | --¢d edca gfga -c-d
line 2 ---d edca gfga --¢f ---g -f-d ---a cagf
line 3 -d-a --gf -g-e dege
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Table 4 Abbreviation and Meaning of Signs in Thai Music Notation

Abbreviation Meaning
o} Open
ce Ceing
k Khrum
+ Close
J Ja

YULNNISUUNN LN ILTTUUAINAUY LEALRNIZEIUVDILUIVIIUDINE NUBIVIIFDIINAINIL

Fxample 1 kag 2 A1a1AU

Example 1 Western Music Notation of Choenpee
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Example 2 Western Music Notation of Kaopee
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" Chalerm Yupanao (Inheritor of the Korat tone), interview by Kornsuang Panin, January 17, 2021. (in Thai)
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the 37" Thai Higher Education Music Festival (Bangkok: Techpromotion and Advertising, 2009), 24. (in Thai)
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? Niwat Nangkasem, “Belief in the Spirit of Grandfather in Esaan: Case Study Baankhonburi, Khonburitai Sub-
district, Khonburi District, Nakhonratchasima Province” (MA thesis, Ramkhamhaeng University, 1984), 1.
(in Thai)

10 Thanyaporn Phothikawin, “The Inheritance and Existence of Kaewbucha Ensemble in Nakhonchaisri
District, Nakhonpathom Province,” Journal of Research and Creative Project, College of Music, Mahidol

University, Humanities, Social Sciences and Arts 10, 3 (2017): 1. (in Thai)
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