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Abstract

This research article is about the interpretation and performance practice of Nocturne
for Piano by Claude Debussy (1862-1918). The research aims to study Debussy’s biography,
the history of the Nocturne as well as the interpretation and playing techniques of the
Nocturne. The composition contains beautiful melodies, varieties of harmonies and tonality
changes. The overall atmosphere is ambiguous in the perspective of tonality and harmony as
in most of the impressionism music. However, the composer has presented the melody line
clearly. In addition, noticeable compositional techniques such as two-against-three usage in
melody and accompaniment and pedal usage. Pianists should control sound quality by
carefully choosing finger numbers for each phrase and controlling the pedal to create vague
atmospheres and tone color to meet the composer’s purpose along with practicing different
techniques to present the appropriate sound and atmospheres. The result of the study shows
that when the pianist is able to control the tone color and pedal usage, the pianist can clearly

and beautifully express the feeling of the composition.
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1. FUszifvesdusziiusinas

Tnan 1aeyad (Claude Debussy, A.A.1862-1918) 1T uf Usesiusinasyinssaalunsua
AUR3BNUITUY (Impressionism) AN luaaduaussuiangsun3a (Paris Conservatoire) 1wl f.f.
1872 AnwiAnunisaundsoudiu vansussieadely msuseRusinas wasnnioudsades
Uszanu woyaddunuinauedhivinsdumsduindeluen fuiusanindelunnduduszius
e IneiseunisseuisendesUszaniu wila g5es (Emile Durand, A./.1830-1973) Feudseiius
WAINUDaNSA Ao YLwe (Alfred de Musset, A.A.1810-1857) WaLLeasLud N3 (Ernest Guiraud,
A.¢1.1837-1892) Tul A.¢.1884 vugsdasumsUseiusinasuaslasuseiausinelsu (The Prix de
Rome) lu@nwidediley Uszimadand 1unan 3 U Aowdunianduaniiuiia YssmadSaaa
YuETILIRRLaES N YA AUASTRT3A13A 2Nnwes (Richard Wagner, A.71.1813-1883) 1875Waoe9
unsetinUsyusinas NS ama Ineyadufiasuuinianisusziuinasueaniues® uiaiusn
nanliiuuauAaniliiineyadiiviloutunnuesie nmsfumuuamanmsusgiudinaauuulnl
Wlevdnidssaundluszuudsnauaides (Tonality)®

HauYaIneyaTdNNlATULSITUMAlaRINITTAUNSTUMAINFULUY $IUVaUnnd FnsnTTu

- a

sastan1slduladedildsudninannaunivnngfusen Taslanizauniniudurosdulnd.de
vulaideeiinoyaddonld laun dulaidsanuniindn (Pentatonic scale) Tulaidos
Toalnu (Whole-tone scale) wazinsnaioulun (Gregorian mode) uonani inoyaddadonls
nsAfiunesALUUIUIY (Parallel chord) naAeltresnvdaferiustise st wilmandes
Usganuuuuruy (Parallel harmony) Wiuddunazaruddniinainnissuuvesaesnunnniy
unumniivesaesamugULuUNTUsER U N UUA LAnTi deutu eusdineyadnetsny
MaNAgIszUUNQLIABIRINaNNaTanUUIMYBsARsaAlafius (Dominant chord) wazaesalniln
(Tonic chord) as usiAdsmsnudusiusvostdmlafidusiludsldnlndnlutuiivasg auoiiedofs

v o a 1

neyuadsmannunYsziiusiawifiuey fudinauiulumennunguiaianau

Y

naudmsulelundrAgUsenaunay Preludes Book | and ll, Images, Two Arabesques

]

way La Mer (The Sea)

® Wiboon Trakulhun, “Impresstionism: Claude Debussy,” Rangsit Music Journal 5, 1 (2010): 32. (in Thai)
“ Supatcha Akepiriya and Panjai Chulapan, “Interpretation and Performance Practice on Debussy’s Ballade,”

Rangsit Music Journal 17, 2 (2022): 139. (in Thai)
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2. UsEIRUNUsenusSInas
Nocturne dwsuid el elulasunisweunsgaisisaslud a.a.1892 nd9191nuni

a

(Introduction) NAaLLASD UNWAIAALTUADAIEAMUANGULINTY unUseruslulanansliiiud

q

7]

anudAyrasnauaismanegtary winduldlua (Mode) luneuiulinlasunin (Chromatic
note) Y9nansrasunUseRusinsiudsuas aemaneUsesdeamae (Time signature) 310 4/4 1w
7/4 anvaueaina dmalinanudy 4 vedneyadluyitianiuiivuiliuiiesnannuuiAnuayIsnig

Usgiudimasiduiiteudiulugalsunufinmoutate’® wasidiguuinisusyiusinasuuudu sty

3. NSAAIU N15IATITH LaZAAINITUTILAY

uninaseglunauadsaman D-flat Major ludsAndnualanumnau (Temary form) SuAunag

'
o v w <

@211 (Introduction) M fiA&98051A91L573 Lento; ad libiturn nnedsliussiasdn liiasensn
wazdemguiameliogiedass \desUszauiidnvazdulinguun suuszloadelidn D-flat Fady
Talndn ussgninsuseloamas inoyatnenommanidedidaladiud (A-flat) FeilmiAnaa
AAULATOWUUAUA3BNUSTY Yiussldnvauziluersiula (Arpeggio) Adnanisauan (Improvisation)
finsrmunszRuAuf LU Oynamics) Liiluiuin (op waz ppp) @51eussennimeiuaiAudiin

Y Va v

ativuazRuuau i IARIT8IUAUINITIIUTIIINASURBUANUTDIE laTNNA UNTEN UL B LU 9

Y

va o

Aidefesmupudedvdaaziuiiign Waguwmda (Pedal) Mlin D-flat Tudawmeividaveusaziio

Aeuussiastratluissaaevesdiuiasdigviemdnsisly

> Claude Debussy, Debussy Preludes (Livres | et Il): The Complete Works for Solo Piano Vol.1. Edited by Roger
Nichols (London: Decca, 1996), 5.
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Example 1 Introduction, mm. 1-4

Lent; ad libitum —=1

mou A Lsusuluiesd 6 (Example 2) MuuAsnII1A213L52 A tempo expressif et doux

mngisliussiadudasdamziniuazuansorsualngeumiu fideussiadludnsdameineiiu

VYa v a =

vedusnvesdiuih Tuneu A fITedumunnsfnudsassanulumennuaynauiunieldviesiilu

LIAINAIAY

v A o

FWedenduausiuswmdnluwuidevniduldansdulidaauiign vsaawuuanile

=>4

(Legato) waztnaueviuessadtunuidotefiluliamiswu uenanidndudesruaudesduglu
Tovnliuntaziseulauanunasnauselemnad 1aenUasu INLAaAINYIUBINANLALYINUBITDY
BUINNISHNG UL UILA B9l UY 19T A DY DUYNUBINA N MU DY UULANTLA UV NLUIUTENDU

YoULUULFLIAY (Staccato)
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Example 2 Section A, mm. 6-9

a Tempo expressif et doux

Zh 4%, = ¥ ? 2 7 V ¢ 7 F ¢ ¢ .
PR =
j j S
//\ g s ~
b be = o ba = s P s 1 ——
7 5 2 =
P ’

sountginuemaniassluiesi 10 (Example 3) men1slilin Aflat 11g D-flat Tuuwa

=

wa wandlifunauadsmdnvesunuseiug viusuedeuiiiidusenisliltinatnasstu fqai
Wraulafodnvaesdimyasssoan (Two-againstthree) szwinewuiileviuaziiedne wuuavan
sriuanudaveadsanufianisvesiues ndnfediohusuedouiiguliifiuseduamnudiy
(Crescendo) waziilovhusaadoufiatlfanseiuaudsas (Diminuendo) WasumiAafidamenils
wavany Weaadessranuiinguinieusdandl iHauunsinosiidaau
wamInsteudnuySomraesdeaude wleumuiunzdeslin@ouiusnamsen

Auludaneanuazdamzenay Example 3 antulaiwiamuainussiaenuiudulsyloamas
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Example 3 mm. 10-13

v 4 cres _ _ cen _ _do molto cresc.
>
o2z
[P = %?F .br'-1% b
——1 F'LFI —1 g7 f 4o
(l P I ® [ o 4T | | L
L) b I L i | 1 h | el | I b [
I 1
_—F6 6 %6/ %6/

lurfesdl 14 fussiudmanivhussiuihitausludeuntinduindnadilusuuuuvesduua
ﬁgqaaaLLmqumaﬂiué’ﬂwms%’qmzaamaam wilinAaduduien1siy (Accent) Adsvgnis
waganulunilodne luvesit 16-21 Wasudnuarnsldimdaannisidsunndmeviaaga
LUuLUaauMﬂmm“‘wm widsudunisldifanends (Half pedal) fidameany nanfsluvned
pniia WenTufsdf mismnduionmdatuan efuidsssanululinualddaaunniy
soundinsiiuauitwdndoslukedl 18 fumdedns1danes animez peu a peu Uidng
yngeaaluviosil 22-23 Wasunguaidssan D-flat Major 1U A Major Tusiesii 28 (Example 4) iy
lﬁmﬂLﬂ%@dMiﬂﬁﬂiwfﬂquwLﬁEJ\‘i (Key signature) wazn1stiaasanutdnladiuyl (Dominant
seventh) Yidhdeesalninlutiesii 30 lutsidsznaudevinusmdnassiues shussmdniivilseg
Tuldndauu (Top note) Tuuwadionn uagldmadavistulunuaiiodne Fudulufinantagagen

ysstashudnwazidesasviou (Echo)
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Example 4 Ending of section A, mm. 27-31

27 Py E— P trés doux
Db, —— —— - by £ : : —
La — fr—— 1 | !
v s o o & J J o s 1 1 - -
1 e & — & | & hu | HI
G —IT > 1+ 31
. /ﬁ _
5 | ' ' g — 53—

en retenant

33— 34

:
i

nou B3 uduluResdl 32 (Example 5) Waswas smuneUseidaneann /4 Ju 7/4
HUsEusIeueSutednuaznInsIuveInauy B 91 Dans le caractére d’une chanson populaire
mneANNItusUwuuvesnunsadeten (in the style of popular song) fidenunifiunandnies
wwihuesiawanyiuedludiudinazaou A sglugduuvvasguiadundn desUszaiveylu
JULUUTBIARSAKUULYA (Block chord) wazensilla fuseiusuusiame 7/4 sanlu 2 nqu nqu
wsndl 4 Sz nquitaesdl 3 Sy drfuFeiudufesudsumAamunisusnguiamedananiie
af1udesszaruiidoudisazenn lurquiedeauwduly edrslsAny Sudufeufuaedalunuides
Uszanufianenifiesnuidesszarundnvesummasty vliluiesd 36-40 Sududonvdsumia
Wesiwmidludnuasiientuiesd 16-21 Wesnnliawnsanaaesandndslildlufosnasiang

AMNTINVBIUTTEINALUABY B Aziunaueniiney A f3383unu1n1sianInusseInIaensgsuy

v
(Y]

anla 192991MnIMAWEIINYRUNN NiBUAILLEEITEUTINRINGTIUIR ANANUARULATEVBAFER

uAlsEAUANUAIUINNING AeLunnlUaudiens () neumse 9 Lunadkazaunau B luies 46

N

o

98

v o

AoNNNYoULUIYIIUDIMENAUBLIELIUTEEU L BYINAMUTN b ARAN19UaIviued 1ng

e>°
—

Andouiussiiegluguiauwazyiuesifidnuasdunesa (o 40-41) I deifleunniigariunis
AuANMeile (Finger pedal) ussadusliendniumenisnalunddalUludmedeiunenlus
newnthdu Wenldinaiarinivinlunisussaddasiiuuressulaiiaideuidsad ety a1ntuis

WL RanSouwLdssUsTanu b
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Example 5 Beginning of section B, mm. 32-35

A m
Sioﬁgiiﬁrfﬁﬁfﬂkgﬂi—zjnag;
&% 3 = te

PPP(Dans le caractére d'une chanson populaire)

O

8

SMJ_&—.D ° : e s
R R L SrEE

0 \ N ;
" A I | H 1| n ray H
H I I I y 2 H
H o I | H
E T ! ' !
* ©

[V INEEE
gr\
R[]
%

nou A" nduslutiesil 48 TnstiauediuiBnafmildaaiulinerfilalusnuusfea
fupausuain 1 gy 2 4a TszduanudauveadesiiniauasU3uasuog1amaianiniuiunn
g () Tutedu 9 deutidngvinuemdnveaneu A 8nasa Tnsdsuuundossyaulusios
55 Wuorsilawnunsldidnuaningns uenand fuseiusldiauevhuadlulusiosd 65 fnua
915U0IAN3AN Appassionato MR AIEAIUATIATYALATITITY WALTEAUAINAIYDILEEIRD
AN ABUILHOUALAALUNIIFNDUIUVBIUNLNAS

fnrsihludvvesdruihunldlununvadndesluiesd 73-74 ludnwuzvosnisagy
Qﬂizﬁ’uﬁ‘ﬁmummﬁﬂuﬁmﬁ 75-77 s'ﬁqL‘fluamﬁaqqmﬁﬂasuaww,waq’h Damper and soft pedals

'
1 =

to the end winefslildniAadne (Una corda) WagtnlAavan (Damper pedal) otfiosluauau Lile

b4 a

asedduvendesfisneeenty wazmuauszaupusauliun wviuedidnvasdulinguun
aduduldnfes wundsslszanulidnvaziluensivle visaeswegludnuusvedldnaiunensd

(Triplet) 31nn1sldiniAanangny inlianunsaauamdssbiiuiwaslissuanudtufadiateniy

ANUABINITVBUADYAT
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Example 6 Section A, mm. 55-59

Rz
A2
T
(VAN
Ne|
I%M
i
in
T
T
T

6 6 6 o
b PP trés léger . . o £
H"i 3 . o T . L, £ = +
I | =i b — . P | P | | /]
-‘-);ID b < Ve (l - | I r I @
b0, o = - — G
trilre = :
3 Damper and soft pedals to the end.
8\/;! -
76 o a &
N1, P el et o el ot o
e ——— e e e 1 B —— -
N2 D b | | | | I | | 1 B 1 n 1 [
e —— e 4
6 6
o .
e r— e — -
5?0 b - 2 !' i ) —o—7 X 7 £ -
D 2 < e 1 - D N
[J) [— |4 7
3
3
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Adgliisnstenlunmsiududeiuneu A figaniuraulanetsaunesganie Iideiien
£ o v A Y v 1 1 < 1 1 v < { a 4

Fauuurviuemaniilulindivuresgiuaeg9riny wunguldadu 4 nquauiianisvedlis
fall D-flat, E-flat, F uag G 1unquiinils Eflat, F, G, Aflat uag B-flat \unquiiaes G, A-flat, B-
flat, C, D-flat uaw E Wunquitany waz C, B-flat, D-flat uazmosn D-flat Major Tudswmzanu 1ungu
73 Weanunsaussadlisaiiosedsgnieaassinss Jufiuguladily audeldnmedfidusening
Auun wisdaulunquedissailossiuiuuuandesdsrauauinanudiug wddsiuiussiasie

Auduuseloawas mu Example 8-9

Example 8 Separate notes into groups.

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

Example 9 Add octave and single note between octaves.

8\/;1

K=

e

) ‘r‘gblﬂt.:ﬁ. %—ﬁ%
r Polle 7

HEL)

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4
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neAuRsARANAIINgUsTRusinalugAlsuuufneg1aiulddn unusziusvenneyadlasunss
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werisuunifidnuauzagueseluguuemenauidswasnisidnedn sgslsinuiussiusinaue

Va

[ 1 g ¥ = A yqy a v ' = é’ =2 a
YNUBIDDNN18819TALN HITuRaIAnwInsidenlddinasiniiaaudlang198nde wagRnruauin

Y

a =)

ANUTIUIYLUNITAIVANLEES Lt 18naABTTUAIANTANLAZUTTIINATILABYATABIN1TODNY

Ya o A

ag1agndeazdaiau ofls fIJeidenldlimnasvesddnfiuidamsa (Alfred Music Publishing)
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a a
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FaLaUDLUL

1. fidesnsussasuoniisureaneyad mmmém%’agamnmamui%’aﬂ%gﬁtﬂuummﬂ
Tunsfinerumnas sauan1siinnunisussiaskas3sindon eoldiinnnudilawaraiunse
fgvenunaLlAnNAL eI UTERUSINGS

2. wwamsnsaaunsussaslumsidended Tifewd@usuamduniseiounisuans
uoAdifuvinty wignusoi lusuldfumasunduveuneyad iam/%ﬂmamwaaﬁﬂszﬁuémamugu
TunsziaduLUstu

3. ilesenldmmasatiusadin (Urtext edition) Shldi@euiimiu (Fingering) Blultimwas

Hfeen1sUIIasNeAmsuansadentdldnnasatuduauglume wu dinfiuridamsa (Alfred

Music Publishing) tie@nwnisidenldtiamnzaunaly
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