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Interpretation and Performance Practice on Humoreske by Robert Schumann
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Abstract

This research article is about the interpretation and performance practice of
Humoreske, Op.20 by Robert Schumann (1810-1856), a German composer and music critic.
The purpose of this article is to study Schumann’s biography, history of Humoreske, Op.20
and to enhance the ability to interpret and perform with proper techniques. There are 6
sections in this piece. It is a piece that not only highlights Schumann’s diverse personalities,
but also show his unique style and creativity as a composer. There are melodies that evokes
both joy and sadness, employs a mix of fast and slow tempos, complexed harmonies and
advanced instrumental techniques which make it special and unique characteristic in music
of Romantic era. It is considered a challenging piece according to interpretation and performing
techniques. Pianists must study the composition thoroughly and convey the piece with

perfection.
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Example 2 Sehr rasch und leicht, mm.37-42

Sehr rasch und leicht. J=13s.
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Example 3 Nach und nach immer lebhafter und starker, mm.358-366
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Example 4 Hastig, mm.289-293
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Example 5 Intermezzo, mm.585-589
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Example 6 Sehr lebhaft, mm.805-810
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Example 8 Zum Beschluss, mm.870-876
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Example 10 Allegro, mm.952-956

Allegro
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Piano Sonata No.3 (Concerto without Orchestra), Op.14
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