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Abstract

The creative research “Kheun Sai Bunleng for Electric Guitar” was supported by the
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) in the 2023 fiscal year. The objective of this
research is to develop an educational media set designed to enhance improvisational skills
for electric guitar performance. The project features ten original compositions intended for
learners from the basic to intermediate levels. Each piece is instrumental, emphasizing the
development of electric guitar performance techniques through five popular music styles: (1)
Blues, (2) Jazz, (3) Funk, (4) Fusion Jazz, and (5) Rock—two compositions for each style. All
pieces are arranged for a small ensemble consisting of electric guitar, piano (or electric
piano/keyboard in some pieces), bass (electric or double bass), and drum set. The saxophone
was featured exclusively in the fusion jazz compositions.

The research methodology was based on establishing conceptual and technical
frameworks suitable for each musical style, serving as the foundation for guiding the
composition process in accordance with artistic objectives and ensuring stylistic unity across
all works. The composer created the pieces by focusing on musical characteristics consistent
with the research goals, drafting original compositions, and preparing musical scores for the
performers. The selection of musicians emphasized their stylistic expertise, as this directly
affected the expressive and interpretative quality of each performance. After selecting
appropriate musicians, the process continued with rehearsals of the original compositions,
followed by studio recording sessions to produce both the master tracks and backing tracks
for electric guitar practice. These recordings were compiled and produced as a CD for listening
and educational purposes.

In addition, a complete score book with analytical commentary was prepared for
academic dissemination. For public presentation, the composer organized a live performance
to convey the compositions in a concrete artistic form, which was documented and published
as a DVD to reach both professional and general audiences. A seminar was also held to present
the concepts, creative processes, and outcomes of the project comprehensively. The creative
research concluded with a final report summarizing the overall process, content, and artistic

results.
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The results of this research consist of ten original compositions, each with a supporting
backing track in which the main electric guitar part is removed to facilitate use as educational
material. All compositions share unity through a contemporary music concept emphasizing
the expressive and technical role of the electric guitar. The total duration of the ten pieces is
approximately forty-eight minutes. Each composition is instrumental, focusing on developing
electric guitar performance skills across five contemporary styles. In the blues style, Akhara
Blues features Mixolydian mode improvisation, and Khuu Salue Ramphan applies the Dorian
mode. In the jazz style, Wan Tawa uses the Mixolydian mode, while Bang Hern combines
Mixolydian and Phrygian modes. For the funk style, Krasae Samut explores the Dorian mode,
and Sabad Cho combines Dorian and lonian modes. In the fusion jazz style, Mad Ruam applies
the Mixolydian mode, and Boek Fa introduces the Locrian mode. Finally, in the rock style,
Kho. Lat Krabang employs the Aeolian mode, and Sai Rit Yok Kamlang features the Phrygian
mode. Overall, these ten compositions form a unified creative work that demonstrates the
practical use of modal improvisation in electric guitar performance. The study contributes to
music education by providing effective materials for developing technical and expressive skills
in contemporary electric guitar playing.

The compositional approach for the blues style is based on the standard 12-bar blues
chord progression. Jazz pieces are characterized by swing rhythms and modal jazz concepts,
with improvisation adding variety through alternating four-bar exchanges between electric
guitar and drum set. In funk, the composer employs double-stopped notes on the electric
guitar combined with muted notes to drive the rhythmic and stylistic patterns of the music.
Fusion jazz distinguishes itself by featuring the electric guitar and saxophone performing in
unison, using similar rhythmic patterns with different pitches. In rock, the primary concept
centers on the use of power chords to support and generate the main melodic lines of the

compositions.

Keywords: Music Composition / Popular Music / Electric Guitar / Educational Media
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2 Barry Kernfeld, What to Listen For in Jazz (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1995), 119.
? Barry Kernfeld, 120.
* Denny Euprasert, “Jazz Structure,” Rangsit Music Journal 5, 1 (2010): 31. (in Thai)
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Table 1  The Song Titles, Improvisation Modes, and Musical Styles
Song Titles Modes Musical Style | Guitar Techniques
Akhara Blues Mixolydian Mode Blues Bending, Vibrato
Hammer-on, Pull-off
Khuu Salua Ramphan Dorian Mode Blues Double Stop
Wan Tawa Mixolydian Mode Jazz Chord Melody
Bang Hern Lydian & Phrygian Modes Jazz String Skipping
Krasae Samut Dorian Mode Funk Double Stop
Sabad Cho Dorian & lonian Modes Funk Staccato, Mute Strings
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Table 1  The Song Titles, Improvisation Modes, and Musical Styles (cont.)

Song Titles Modes Musical Style | Guitar Techniques
Mad Ruam Lydian Mode Fusion Jazz Slide, Mute Strings
Boek Fa Locrian Mode Fusion Jazz Mute Strings, Octave
Kho. Lat Krabang Aeolian Mode Rock Bending, Vibrato

Hammer-on, Pull-off

Sai Rit Yok Kamlang Phrygian Mode Rock Alternate Picking
Sweep Picking
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Example 1  The 12-bar Basic Blues Chord Progression and The Concept of Mixolydian Mode
Improvisation in Akhara Blues
Blues J=120
AT A7 A7 A7
(4 4
HL& . yd yd . v . i yi ri . yd i rd Vi . . rd
l\_ﬂ'\y il I/ 14 4 .4 4 4 .4 .4 F 4 4 .4 r 4 4 r rd 4 .
Y | A Mixolydian Mode |
5 D7 D’ A7 A7
4 2
o = LT
7 Th V. V. V. 7 ri 4 V. V. V. ri
@ it Fd rd Fd 7 4 Fd F 4 4 r 4 Fd
o | A Mixolydian Mode
9 E’ D’ A7 E’
O« 4
o = 1T7
VAW Vi Vi V. Vi v yd yd Vi V. Vi yd
@ il Fd r 4 rd Fd rd 4 4 4 4 4
[y 1 A Mixolydian Mode
Example 2 The 12-bar Basic Minor Blues Chord Progression and The Concept of Dorian
Mode Improvisation in Khuu Salua Ramphan
Slow Blues /=60
Cm’ Cm’ Cm’ Cm’
0 1
Mf_& . 7 7 yd 7 7 7 7 .l ri
‘9 v r q O 4 Fd r 4 rd Fd 7 F.d 4 F 4
D) 1 C Dorian Mode
5 Fm’ Fm’ Cm’ Cm’
o ‘F)
Fi | 4 . 4 yd . yd yd 7 yd
Lﬂ\yl’ Fr— 7 rd 7 rd 7 rd rd . 7
) | C Dorian Mode
9 Ab7 G’ Cm’ G’
O |
o 1
F AN 7 yJ yd V. 7 7 4 7 yl yd
l\ﬁ.‘\y" ¥y 7 r.d .4 rd .4 r.d .4 F.d rd
D) C Dorian Mode
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Example 3  The Concept of Mixolydian Mode Improvisation in Wan Tawa

Swing /=120
Bb’ Eb7 Ab7 Bb? B
f) 4
H_& g J 77 g g 7/ g J J/ s J J 7 g J J 7 g J 7/ g g J)J s J J /7
(9”4'/” P A 4 & 4 r A 4 4 4 P A A & 4 P A A & 4 P A 4 & 4 P A 4 4 4 P A A AW 4
D) Bb Mixolydian Eb Mixolydian Ab Mixolydian Bb Mixolydian B Mixolydian
Mode | Mode | Mode I Mode I Mode |

Example 4  Alternating Performance Between Guitar and Drums

Guitar Improvisation 4 Bars Drums Improvisation 4 Bars
Em® Eb®  Dmajo Em® Eb° Dmajo D° Gmaj7 (7 Fmaj7
‘? #
w7
ARk 3 | Sy i R S R R S S S - - - - - -
e
Guitar Improvisation 4 Bars Drums Improvisation 4 Bars
Bb7 Eb? Ab7 Ab7 Bb’ B’
0 u
p I
A1 7 7 7 7 77 7 7 77 7 7 77 7 71 = - - -
7777 77 7 7 77 7 7 77/ 7 7
o)
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Example 5 Melody A Based on the Lydian Mode, Measures 9-16
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5 Lewis Porter, Michael Ullman, and Ed Hazell, Jazz: From lts Origins to the Present (Englewood Cliffs, NJ:

Prentice Hall, 1993), 463.
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Example 6 Melody B Based on the Phrygian Mode, Measures 21-24
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Example 7  Guitar Part in Melody A, Measures 21-28
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Example 8  The Concept of Dorian Mode Improvisation in Krasae Samut
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Example 9 Guitar Part in Introduction, Measures 3-10
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Example 10 The Concept of Dorian and lonian Mode Improvisation in Sabad Cho
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Example 11 Unison Passage for Guitar and Saxophone, Measures 9-16

Latin J=100
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Example 11 Unison Passage for Guitar and Saxophone, Measures 9-16 (cont.)
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Example 12 The Concept of Lydian Mode Improvisation in Mad Ruam
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Example 13 Rhythmic Pattern Between Guitar and Saxophone, Measures 33-36

Saxophone

Guitar

Example 14 The Concept of Locrian Mode Improvisation in Boek Fa
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Example 15 Power Chord Concept, Measures 1-5

¢ Paul Hanson, Shred Guitar (Van Nuys, CA: Alfred Music, 1996), 87.
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Ballad Rock J=56
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Example 16 The Concept of Aeolian Mode Improvisation in Kho. Lat Krabang
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69-71) wenanilussiusladanuundsannnesaesalilindiandulindi 5 vesnesaiie
astiadeslvivainuane @nnannsevdivass Example 17) suniaanisdulnshddnsuinig

Tnifiunas argguaenmias ivuansaukwiIRnmelnun E Wiidgu (We15a159uiu Example 18)

Example 17 Melody Combined with Power Chords, Measures 64-71
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Example 18 The Concept of Phrygian Mode Improvisation in Sai Rit Yok Kamlang
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F AW VAR B B i g J 7 7 g J J 7 gz J J 7 g J 7 7 gz 7 J 7
@ VAN AR A 4 y 7 F 7 7 F 7 P AN AN A 4 7 F 7 VAT AT A 4
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" Wiboon Trakulhun, Western Music Theory (Pathumthani: Anantanak, 2021), 147. (in Thai)
8 Changton Kunjara, “Diminished Scale Concepts for Jazz Improvisation,” Rangsit Music Journal 18, 1 (2023): 1.

(in Thai)
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Facebook Live: Jetnipith Sungwijit Official
YouTube: Jetnipith Sungwijit
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atuayulaain Figure 2

Figure 2 QR Code for Research Presentation, Original Compositions, and Backing Tracks
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