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Abstract

Thailand has claimed straigsht baselines for measuring maritime zones.
For maritime zone delineation along the shorelines without claimed straight baseline, normal
baselines will be the starting points. Normal baselines are low water lines marked on nautical charts.
Measuring maritime zones from normal baselines or low water lines is very difficult especially
the transitional zones between territorial sea and contiguous zone that causes territorial water
and contigsuous zones overlapping. Law enforcement in territorial sea, sovereignty zone,
is different from contiguous zones, sovereign right zone. Shape of normal baselines will follow
geography of the coastline topographically. The erosion shortens whereas the deposition
extends the maritime zones. This research is to transform normal baselines to be straight
baselines because straight baselines can make maritime zones stable and easy for identifying
the exact position of any incident. The other result is the increasing of sovereignty area of

Thai Water, internal water and territorial sea, about 5,437.80 sqg.km.
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