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ABSTRACT

The Jitmetta Mercy Foundation for Cancer Patients of Thailand
(JFCT), located in Petchaburi province, has offered cancer treatments
using Thai traditional medicine for more than 30 years. The objective of
this article is to identify factors influencing cancer patients’ decision for
treatment at the JFCT, treatment results and the patient’s quality of
life.

The research utilized quantitative and qualitative research meth-
ods, using structured questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Data was
collected from 408 patients who voluntarily participated in the research
project and passed its selection criteria. Descriptive statistics, chi-square
and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient were used to
analyze data and relationship between variables.

Findings show that most patients have no prior experience with
herbal medicine treatment, however, they have positive attitudes to-
wards herbal medicine and have a strong confidence in doctors and
practitioners. The most influenced persons are former patients who
completely recover or get much better from the treatment; the second
most influenced persons are the patient themselves and their families.
The patient’s quality of life in the aspects of physical and mental
health, social relations and environmental quality is medium. Two per-
sonal factors affecting the patient’s quality of life (p < 0.05) are income
and cancer type. Patients with breast and liver cancers are the largest
group at the JFCT while lymphoma patients achieve the highest survival

rate during the six-month research. To improve the patient’s quality of
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life, the participation of family in every stage of treatment is recom-

mended.

Keywords: Cancer Patients, Quality of Life, Herbal Medicine, Thai Tradi-

tional Medicine
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Ae Aud A1Sewas Aade wavaAlowuunnsgu MAesendeyaiite
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HANI3ANEA

1. Yoyaladuduynna

MnuanSAnwIAuEnvMEIwsEIINTTeE ez IwIL 408 AU
fuszmnadmnedulngidumandanninnave Andudesas 57.10
Uszrnsidmanediulngazivisenyegludie 61 - 70 U (Sevay 40.68)
se9a9ABY907y 51 - 60 T (Fovay 32.84) ¥2907y Andn 40 U (Feway
19.59) uagenaunnin 70U (Faway 6.86) Ussansilmanednlvguseneu
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muany Ussrnsidmunedningiiselaegluyag 7,000 - 10,000 v
(Joway 47.05) dszaunisAnwivssandnwndudaulng (5esaz 45.83)
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(Sowaz 54.65) dlugiuszvinsitdmunerunSitadenawnudagduuuad
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(Feway 63.4) losun1sshwimaunudagtuunnndt 2 38 (indn $edinw Al
Urdn Suuszniuen) saunu (Sevay 57.35) Ussvnsidhumnediulugldined
UszaunisaimsldaulnsinunlsauziSannnou drussezaniivsseing
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M990 2 KANITAATIZIAANNFUNUSTERINAIMUIITdBdINYARE
(e 918 813n) AuamnmaidnvesdUlelsausdaiidadulalunisiden
nsshedeayulng (n = 408)

aunwiInvasdielsauzisafisunissne a walsdaunm

fuUsit | seiu | sedunans | seduge | dwousaw | chi- | p-
Anw W (Gowvaz) | (Gowaz) | (Sovay) Sq | value
LA - 0.018 | 0.478
U8 - 89 86 175
(21.81) (21.08) (42.89)
VAN - 161 72 233
(39.46) (17.64) (57.10)
91¢ 0.017 | 0.298
<40 - 16 15 31
(3.92) (3.67) (7.59)
41-50 - 35 14 49
(8.57) (3.43) (12.00)
51-60 - 59 75 134
(14.46) (18.38) (32.84)
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M19199 2 KaNITIATIRIIAMNFUTUS TRl ladedauyana
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(25.49) (15.19) (40.68)
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FusnIg - 45 31 76
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M13°99 3 KANITAATITIMIANUTUNUSTENINRIMUIeTTedruyARa
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7001 - - 128 64 192
10,000 (31.37) (15.68) (47.05)
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