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ABSTRACT

Believed to be imprinted by Lord Buddha during his third visit to
Sri Lanka, the Buddha footprint at Adam’s peak (Samantakuta) is one of
the most sacred places in the country. It has been highly revered by
Thai people and has become a pilgrimage site of Thai people since the
14" century, as evidenced by literary and art works in Sukhothai, Lanna,
Ayutthaya, Thonburi and Rattanakosin eras. In Ayutthaya era, although
literary works on the footprint was scarce, there were some artifacts
portraying the Buddha footprint strikingly in the centre of Sri Lanka Is-
land with or without other shrines on the side, such as the stucco high -
relief at Wat Pailom in Phetburi province, the mural paintings at Wat
Putthaisawan in Ayutthaya province and Triphum manuscripts. These
evidences show that the Buddha footprint at Adam’s peak was a sacred
place, or even the most sacred place in Sri Lanka in the viewpoint of
Ayutthaya people. In this manner, artworks help fulfill some missing

parts in Ayutthaya history.
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