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ABSTRACT

This article explores the construction of cultural authenticity in
tourism management of the Thai Boeng ethnic group living in Khoksalung
community, Lopburi Province, using Ram Thon Khok Sao Long, a local
folk song performance presented to tourists as a case study. Data was
collected from in - depth interviews of cultural group leaders, Ram Thon
performers, and villagers as well as from non - participant observation of
tourism activities organized at the Thai Boeng Khoksalung Local Museum.
The concept of authenticity is used as a conceptual framework for data
analysis. Findings reveal that the staged authenticity of Ram Thon Khok
Sao Long is constructed from the combination of the legend entitled
“Khok Sao Long” and Ram Thon to create an authentic learning
experience for tourists. Significantly, the authenticity staged for tourism
purpose has become real for Khoksalung villagers as it emphasizes their
sense of “Thai Boeng Khoksalung - ness”. This emergent authenticity
consequently brings them pride and eagerness to preserve their culture.
In this case, the social construction of authenticity for tourism purpose
has added economic and cultural values to the culture of Thai Boeng of

Khoksalung.

Keywords: Staged Authenticity, Emergent Authenticity, Cultural Tourism,
Ram Thon, Thai Boeng Khoksalung
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