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ABSTRACT

This article studied the rituals and beliefs of Thai Muslims living in
Phukhao Thong community, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Province. It was
found that the Thai Muslim in Phukhao Thong community are Kodiriyah,
a religious group of Sufi Islam, characterized by its principle and practice
which emphasize a high respect towards its spiritual leader, Shakh
Muhummad Ali Sukari or To Kisaeh (1848 - 1932). Unfortunately, the life
stories of To Kisaeh come mostly from the narratives of his followers who
think of him like a holy man and are rather obscure. Four rituals are held
annually in commemoration of To Kisaeh; the most important element
which makes them distinguished from other Muslim rituals is the proces-
sion carrying around To Kisaeh’s palanquin.

At the present time, rituals and beliefs in To Kisaeh have been
serving as a spiritual anchor to those who encounter difficulties in life
due to economic and social changes. They help unite relatives while
building networks among Kodiriyah’s followers in different parts of the
country who come to join the rituals with To Kisaeh at the center of their
faith.

Keywords: Shakh Muhummad Ali Sukari, Ritual, Belief
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