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ABSTRACT

This article presents the belief by, and understanding of, Isan region
residents in the concept of Thaen. Results of documentary research were
that Isan region residents see Thaen as a heavenly spirit ranked as the
highest deity, creator of the world and mankind. An ancestral spirit worship
in the Isan region, Thaen, also known as Phi Fha or Phi Thaen, is believed to
be a god of rain as well as an angel in Buddhism and Brahminism. These
findings indicated that despite a strong faith in Thaen, Isan popular
understanding of, and attachment to, Thaen today differs from the past. Six
aspects of Thaen are attributable to contemporary Isan residents: 1) belief;
2) tradition; 3) society; 4) lifestyles; 5) literature; and 6) poetry. These
involve intellectual heritage and cultural capital more than spreading faith

and religious teaching.
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