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ABSTRACT

This article collects reproduced cultural information about legendary
Phra Buddha Sihing - Phra Singh narratives in the context of contemporary
Thai society and ideologically analyzes the reproduction. Documentary and
fieldwork data were gathered from October 2019 to June 2021, along with
supplementary analytical information online and from other related field
work. The principle of cultural reproduction was used as guidelines for data
analysis.

Results were that all 64 cultural items reproducing legendary Phra
Buddha Sihing narratives were in the form of literature, painting, sculpture,
liturgical and sacred objects. Concepts reproduced of legendary Phra
Buddha Sihing narrative continuity may be classified into four sources: local
narratives and beliefs; history; lore; and ancillary or combined origins. These
findings underline the intense contemporaneity of Phra Buddha Sihing -

related beliefs in contemporary Thai society.

Keywords: Phra Buddha Sihing, Phra Singh, Cultural reproduction, Legendary

narrative, Folklore
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