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ABSTRACT

This article studied the representation of women in modern dikir music
performed by popular male singers in Southern border provinces of Thailand
from 1987 to 1997. Results were that songs constructed views of women as
opposites of men, through virtuous patterns based on patriarchal discourse
defining values of good wives and mothers confined to the domestic sphere.
Individual statements were taboo as representing freedom and expression of
personal desire. Ideal femininity was related to traditional societal values
more than modern society. By contrast, males were unrestrained, active
outside the home in modern society. Male prowess amounted to the degree
of control over women. Therefore, modern dikir music and its diverse
patterns of female representation expressed male anxiety in a patriarchal

discourse.

Keywords: Deep South, Thailand, Modern dikir music, Patriarchal discourse,

Representation
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