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ABSTRACT

Knowledge of Isan has formed and been conceptualized by diverse
processes and components. This article used documentary synthesis to examine
themes relevant to creation and expansion of knowledge about Isan from 1897
to 1917. Results were that understanding originated from state political policies
toward the Isan region, threatening French colonization, and governing differences
between Bangkok and lIsan residents, with the latter mostly termed Laotians.
“Chronicle of the Isan Provinces” and “Geography of Siam” were key texts used
by the Siamese state ruling class to integrate Isan residents with Laotian identity
to acquire a sense of belonging and Thainess through knowledge about Isan.
However, formation and growth of knowledge about Isan was not solely caused
by Siamese state policies and strategies. Isan intellectuals participated in relevant
processes as working groups or individuals and by reproducing state knowledge

and ideology in their writings.

Keywords: Formation, Expansion, Knowledge of Isan, Isan historiography
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