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ABSTRACT

Nirat phai and nirat pen thahan were poems composed during the
reign of His Majesty King Vajiravudh (Rama VI), after a royal edict closed all
remaining gambling venues on 1 April 1917 and promulgation of the Military
Service Act in 1916. These poems are explored as didactic literature to
instruct Siamese citizens in royal nationalistic ideology. Results were that
both nirat texts featured characteristics of didactic literature in terms of
content and teaching methods. In terms of content, the poems focus on
teaching through presentation of the nation, religion, and monarchy under
the royal nationalist ideology, emphasizing the duties of citizenry. Both use
direct teaching methods with figures of speech, idioms, and fables, as well as
through poetic tradition. These findings may provide a new opportunity to
review the history of specific literary genres during the reign of Rama VI by

relating them to sociopolitical contexts.

Keywords: Nirat genre, Didactic literature, Royal nationalism, King Vajiravudh
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