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ABSTRACT

This article analyzes the lore of Jataka tales in presenting
beliefs about the creation of Buddha statues in Thai society. Using
narrative theory and the structure of Jataka tales as study guidelines,
results were that Jataka tales present beliefs concerning the creation
of Buddha statues through storytellers, characters and presentations
in accordance with narrative structure. Thai Buddhist beliefs about
the creation of Buddha statues may be categorized as follows:
1) symbolizing the Buddha; 2) representing endurance and longevity
of Buddhism over five millennia; 3) potential to be made from
diverse materials, including stone, wood, clay, bricks, cement, and
metal; and 4) creating and worshiping them leads to results in
the present life and afterlife. Regardless of size, creating a Buddha
statue is meritorious, generating happiness; victory over foes; radiant
solar power; success; celestial attainments; excellence or kingship;
discovery of the Buddha’s teachings; and becoming a Buddha. These
findings suggest that the lore of the Jataka tales is essential for
understanding beliefs about the creation of Buddha statues in Thai

society.

Keywords: Wattangkuleeracha Jataka, Beliefs, Creation of Buddhist
Statues, Thai Buddhism, Virtue Literature
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