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ABSTRACT

This research studied dynamics of contemporary panegyric literature
through regal representation in illustrated books and comics lauding
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great (Rama IX) published
between 1999 and 2021. Results indicated ten representations of Rama IX
transformed from previous representations in Thai panegyric literature:
1) as an expert in the modern interdisciplinary fields; 2) as problem solver
of contemporary crises; 3) as initiator of the sufficiency economy and new
agricultural theory; 4) as devoted to his subjects; 5) as teacher instructing
a nation; 6) as a civic example; 7) as grateful royal son; 8) as diligent and
courageous; 9) as a devoted dog owner; and 10) as a creative, witty
monarch. In these depictions Rama IX is seen as an ordinary mortal with
hopes and ethics. As such, he was a suitable ruler for contemporary Thai

society, differing from prior social contexts.

Keywords: Contemporary panegyric literature, His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej the Great, Illustrated books, Comics, Dynamics, Regal

representations
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