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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the Thai royal court’s perspective on the
Chinese opera from the past to the present. The study found that Chinese opera
first appeared in foreign records during the reign of King Narai of Ayutthaya. Then,
the Thai Royal Court always chose Chinese opera for many ceremonies, until the
reign of King Rama V of Rattanakosin. During that period, the Thai royal court
viewed Chinese opera as symbols of luxury consumption or merely as indicators
of the kingdom’s wealth. Meanwhile, the fighting operas were the most popular
performances in the Thai Royal Court. Later, Chinese opera has not been present
at any royal ceremonies since King Rama VI's reign. The change in the status of
Chinese opera arose from internal factors, such as financial problems and the
promotion of nationalist ideology, as well as external factors, such as downturns
and the flourishing of China’s culture and knowledge. But after Thailand formally
established diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China in 1975, the
Thai royal court and government have once again been interested in Chinese
opera, aiming to use Chinese opera as a tool to strengthen the relations
between the two countries and foster a unity among the nation's ethnicities, as
well as to preserve the national arts and cultures. The study also revealed that
the Thai royal court has acted as the selectors, importers, leaders of cultural
trends from abroad into Thai society and patrons, emphasizing the significant
benefits to be gained. Furthermore, it was found that despite the Thai royal
court preferring for both Chinese and Western cultures, both cultures still held
lower status than Indian culture, due to the fact that Indian culture is associated

with “the belief in kingship,” as exemplified by the status of Khon performances.

Keywords: Chinese opera, Thai royal court, status
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