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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine tourist behavior concerning religious
beliefs about merit and sin and their influence on Buddhist tourism in
Nakhon Ratchasima Province. A quantitative research design was
employed, utilizing a questionnaire to collect data from a sample of
400 tourists engaged in Buddhist tourism within the province. The
sample was selected through convenience sampling, and the data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, including percentages, means,
standard deviations, and analysis of variance (ANOVA).

The findings revealed that overall tourist behavior regarding
Buddhists” beliefs about merit and sin had a significant influence on
Buddhist tourism, with opinions rated at a high level. Specifically,
beliefs that are influenced by social factors ranked the highest,
followed by beliefs about good and bad karma, heaven and hell, which
are all grounded in Buddhist principles. A comparative analysis based
on age revealed no statistically significant differences (p = 0.05) across
the dimensions of Buddhist principles, good and bad karma, heaven
and hell, and social influences. These results highlight the pivotal role
of Buddhist beliefs, particularly those that are shaped by religious
principles in shaping Buddhist tourism. The insights gained from this
study can be used to develop the sustainable strategies to promote

Buddhist tourism in Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
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