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60" Anniversary of Thai Library Association on the path to
knowledge, professional and social development

Dr. Narumol Ruenwai

The Thai Library Association (TLA) under the Royal Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn has been established since 1954 and in 2014 we could say Happy 60" Anniversary
to TLA. Throughout 60 years since it was found, TLA has played important roles in strengthening
librarianship and enhancing the development of library and library profession. Activities of TLA could
be mainly divided into three categories: promoting technical knowledge, developing library profession,
and providing social services in terms of reading promotion. When compared with Library Association
in other countries, namely the American Library Association (ALA), it is recommended that TLA
needs to initiate some new projects and activities that could meet demands of members and would be
in compliance with the growth of information technology. Such activities are, for example, development
of online learning programmes and training courses of related knowledge and professional skills;
career enhancement programmes for library profession, globalization and sustainability of library
profession, and boosting of collaboration among members in performing TLA’s activities in order to

consolidate librarian community in the future.
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