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Editorial Note

“Books are the collection of knowledge and everything created, worked and thought by
human beings since ancient time until nowadays. So books are as important as knowledge bank
and saving bank. Books are indeed, factors for human progress.” Royal speech given by King Rama
9 to members of The Thai Library Association, November 25, 1971 (BE.2514).

The editor would like all of Thai people to see this quotation in libraries, schools and every
corner of every village so that our efforts as librarians in operating good libraries and training good
readers become fruitful.

“Congratulations!” to Bangkokians for having Bangkok City Library. The BCL is situated
near Khaosan Road, the area in which one finds foreign travellers’ popular hostels. Librarians may
want to have one like this in their schools or in their communities, but the most important thing, in
my humble opinion, is whether there will be many users or readers to utilize such an ideal library.

The articles waiting for you in this issue may provide some answers of how we should do
to make progress in our profession as well as in promoting reading in Bangkok and in Thailand.

Bangkok Metropolitan is responsible for nearly 500 schools, all of which have libraries that
must be improved by utilizing 9 strategies. The space does not matter as long as reading promotion
activities are regularly carried on for students and the communities around the schools. Hopefully,
Bangkok residents could increase intelligence and happiness by themselves without expecting help
from those who do not love to read.

We have known for a long time that libraries are not just the place to store books. If that is
the case, we do not need to travel around Thailand and in foreign countries for so called Nacademic
observation.” After spending money and time for study tours, librarians should pick up practical
examples to do our best wholeheartedly.

Three cases are introduced here as good examples: 1. Chulalongkorn Bunnalai at the
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University; 2. Green Libraries such as the ones at Kasetsart
University, Mahidol University and Sa School in Nan Province; 3. Creative Capital Market Learning
Center, Stock Exchange of Thailand. Moreover, if looking for a good library outside Thailand, you
may find some tips from “Netherland’s education system and public libraries.”

Professor Dr.Kaw Swasdipanich Reading Promotion Foundation (KRPF) is one of the best
organizations in reading promotion activities thus, has received Kunying Manmas Chavalit Award
2016. Schools and organizations that put efforts in turning all members into good readers also

worth an Outstanding Reading Promotion Award.

With love (reading) forever,
Dr.Tanomwong Lamyodmakpol & staff



