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The Development of Bangkok Public Library Libraries

Anura Sanitwong Na Ayutthava

Bangkok Metropolitan is responsible for 437 schools in Bangkok. All of the schools have to
include reading promotion policy by turning library into education center both for the school and the
community. According to the long-term plan, Bangkok Reading City 20 years (201 3-2032) school
libraries must work for human development in two ways: providing equal and fair educational
opportunities to all students, and improving the quality of education. In order to improve the quality
of education all school libraries must be learning resources for students, teachers, school
administrators, parents and communities. The target groups therefore, would help enhance the
quality, opportunity and participation in education development. Non-formal education and informal
education should become “life-long education.” On June 8, 2553 (2010) Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration announced standard school library with the definitions of vision, mission and
objectives, as well as giving strategies to be used as the standard criterion for all school libraries.
Nine objectives must be accomplished, so librarians have to cooperate with school administrators
and teachers to plan for the curriculum. Librarians must have knowledge and skills in procurement
and using all information technology and resources. Additionally, all librarians should be leaders
for reading promotion with full and continuing support from the administrators. With all of the

mentioned factors, the Bangkok Metropolitan school library development will be successful.
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