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13 Digits of ISBN : The Challenge that
Publishers and Libraries Must Adapt

Suwanna Thanapat

Important information on the standard of ISO 2108 : 2005 - ISBN in a new system.
it is the stipulated standard to replace ISO 2108 : 1992 (3rd edition). It has been changed from
10 digits to 13 digits of ISBN as the requirement in using digits of ISBN which is increasingly
needed and faced insufficient digits of ISBN including adapting the form of [SBN system to
comply with the system of EAN-UCC. The EAN-UCC is the barcode system of goods to link with
woridwide business by starting to use 13 digits of ISBN from January 1, 2550.

This change gives effects to worldwide publishers; that is, they must change 10 digits to
13 digits of ISBN both in current publications and out of stock publications which will be ordered
in the future. Also, publishers must prepare details of books/publications which have ISBN in order
to further send them to ISBN agencies, including book sellers. Retail and wholesale shops must
adapt to this change too. Even libraries must prepare both 2 systems; that is, having both 10 digits

of 1SBN and 13 digits of ISBN in the database system/card in order to be ready for searching.
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