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Information Source, Knowledge Receiving Channels and Factors
that Relates to Decision Making for Contract Farming

of Asparagus Farmers in Ratchaburi Province.

Pairoj Eamchaimongkol*

Nantiya Aksornkitti**

Abstract

This study focused on information source of production, knowledge receiving channels, and
decision-making factors on Asparagus Contract Farming. Questionnaires for 3 groups of contracted
farmers with 3 private companies in Photharam and Dumnoensaduak, Ratchaburi Province, accounting
173 farmers, were undertaken. Questionnaires are composed of 3 parts, the first part is about information
source and there are 12 information sources. Information sources are divided into 2 types, Production
information and Price Information. The second part is decision-making factors which there are 20 factors.
The third part is questionnaires for interviev@ing with the head of farmers groups about the knowledge
receiving channels.

The result of the first part founded that the first 3 important information sources are about the
people that involved with daily life of farmers. The farmers rarely receive the knowledge from another
information sources. The result of the second pz{rt founded that there are 11 decision-making factors that
relate decision-making in contract farming. The most 3 important decision—-making factors on contract
farming production were 1) support from company for production and disease control 2) support from
company for seed and agricultural machines, and 3) support from company for stable prices, respectively.

The result of the third paﬂlfounded that the knowledge receiving channels on production among
3 groups were little different, depend on the characteristics of farmers communities. And we can conclude
that the government officers and farmer leaders are the channels which bring the information to farmers
directly. So the government and private organizations must have the role as the information sources

and distributed the knowledge to the farmers.

* Department of Library Science, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University
** Department of Agri-business Administration, Faculty of Agriculture Technology, King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
Lardkrabang
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