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Developing a Metadata Schema for Temple Information Management:

A Case Study of Temples in Kalasin Province

Suchada Surangkull, Bhalamee Langkulanont', Maliwan Suwannaphrukl, Natthanan Sridakaew'

and Sattra Moolvilai’
Abstract

This research developed and validated a nine-category, 75-field Metadata Schema for managing
information on temples in Kalasin Province, Thailand. Grounded in library and information science —
including Dublin Core, ICOM Spectrum, CIDOC CRM, and FAIR Data Principles — the schema was
developed through three phases: (1) analysis of five international metadata standards, (2) field data
collection from 40 key informants through 40 in-depth interviews, eight focus group sessions (two per
temple), and participant observation (October 2024 — March 2025), and (3) a two-round Modified Delphi
evaluation by five experts. Four case study temples were selected using Maximum Variation Sampling: Wat
Phudanhai, Wat Phra That Muen Hin, Wat Buddhawas, and Wat Phothichai Semaaram. Research
instruments achieved content validity (IOC = 0.89) and reliability (Cronbach's Alpha = 0.92). Expert
evaluation rated the schema as highly comprehensive and flexible (X= 4.57, S.D. = 0.30). Three key
contributions emerged: (1) the schema integrates both tangible and intangible heritage in a single structure
absent from all standard international schemas; (2) it functions as a diagnostic tool identifying data gaps for
long-term conservation planning; and (3) three newly developed categories capture "Community Voice" —
community-generated, transmitted, and interpreted knowledge systematically excluded from Dublin Core
and ICOM Spectrum. This study proposes a prototype, community-centered Metadata Schema for Isan
Buddhist temples as a provincial heritage information management standard.

Keywords: Metadata schema, Information management, Temple cultural heritage, Library and information

science, Digital conservation
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