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Women Information,Network in Thailand
by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN | L

Women Informatlon N etwork in Thaﬂand

- Abstract : This paper presents the importance

of women information clearinghouse-and the
“role of government and the nongovernment

organizations in Thailand. The National Clearing--

house of Women Information was organized
by The National Council of Women of Thailand
‘ (NEWT) In 1988, NCWT set up the Women
Informatlon Network and had The National
Clearinghouse of Women Information of NCWT
act as the focal point. The objective of the
network is to help the members of thls network
to develop their collection and share resources.

The future plans of The Women Information

Network are database and network develor{ment,

computer networking and staff training, etc.:

The problem of women information network
in Thailand is lack of precise national policy
and guildlines in the administration: of women
information network.

0. ‘Introductlon - o

At_presént, half of the nation’s population is
- made up of women (in 1989 the total population
was 55,888,393 of which 27,887,050 or 49.90%

were women) (1, p. 13). National development -

can be truly successful only if women are accorded

opportunities for self deveiopment and for

. making an appropnate and effective contribution
in various aspects of the country’s development.
(2, p.1). ' ‘

by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN*;' N

Women issues became a concern for planner_s
for the first time inthé 3rd National Economic - -
and Social Development Plan (1972-1976) when
the population control and family planning —
policy was adopted as one of the policies to be

- mcluded in the social development plans. However,

during. the 3rd Plan, interest on women was

focused on family planning issues only. Planners

become more interested in women’s issues after
the United Nation declared 1975 as the women’s
year and 1975-1984 as the women’s decade. The
4th Plan (1977-1981) included a youth and Women
development program. This program. was'
further sub-divided into (1) youth promotion
and development and (2) women’s development -
in rural areas. The second sub-program specifically
identified women as a target gropu and was
to be carried out by the Commumtv Development

Department

In 1978, a Sub- Committee for Women
and Youth Development Planning was appointed
by the Government. This Sub-Committee was
later changed to become the Sub-Committee -
for Women’s Development Actrvrtes and was
housed at the National Economic and Social .
Development Board (NESDB) building. The
main responsibility of the Sub-Committee was

to (1) review and collect data on women, (2) draw

up a long term plan, and (3) identify development

indicators for monitoring and evaluating women’s

*
uwmmﬂnmimualumsﬂswxgu‘nmm Xi'an szimeadu (17 - 29 WauMAY 2535)
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Women Informatlon*];Jetwork in Thalland
by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN 0

development projeets.' This Sub‘-Committee
was instrumental for the drawing up of the

5-year.and 20 year plan for women"s development.

However, in 1979, the Sub-Comrmttee was moved

to the Prime Minister’s Office, with the secretariate )
at the Mmrstr_y of Interior-first at the Policy

~ and Planning Office and later the Community
Development Department. The National Council
-of Women of Thailand (NCWT) was meant to
be the working body representing r{on—government
organizations and collaborating closely with the
secretariate in 'carrying_' out activities related
to Women. (2, pp. 31-32, 35). Since the NCWT

has member organizations in different provinces _

in the country, it was hoped that the individual
organizations would be able to contribute to
wdmen”s development act_iyities at the local level
(3, pp. 41).

1. The Natronal Council of Women'

of Thailand (NCWT) The NCWT is a

non-government organization under the Royal

Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen. It isa

common body of constructive views and efforts, with
" a strong feeling of security and well-being for
Thai nationals, with particular emphasisdn the
role of women, without discrimination on social
or religious differences (2, p.1).. _

It was established on September 9, 1956,
-affiliated to International Council of Women
(ICW) in 1960 and under the Royal Patronage
~ of Her Majesty the Queen on May 3, 1961. 4,
pp. 245) o S :

~As already mentloned the government ‘

desrgnated the NCWT to be a non-government

agency carrying woment development act1v1t1es )

However, budget was allocated for the nnplemen—
~ tation of women development act1v1tres in the

~1st years of the NCWT operatlon The number
of afflhated orgamzatrons is 107 Women s

Organizations both in Bangkok and the provinces. -
Under the jurisdiction of the council,

communication and management prove to be

cumbersome and difficult. A majority of the

- provincial organizations are the Provincial

Women’s Cultural Club where the wives of
the governors are chairpersons and the objectives
set up in 1943 by the Prime Minister’s Frrst‘
Lady, Laiad Prbulsonggram “The objectives
were to promote cultural and socral activities
among members and prov1de welfare for those

" in need. After World War 11, many more women’s
,orgamzatlons come into existence. In addition

to the social welfare and housewives’ groups,
there were also school alumni and organizations
based,on vocation such as the Women’s Lawyer
Association, The Home Economics Association
and the Women’s University Organization . In
1956, The Women’s Cultural Clubs which had
branches in almost all the provinces in the country
were reorganized resulting in the establishment -

of the NCWT. (13, pp. 63-69). Although many

of ‘these clubs. are inactive, the active ones
conceatrate only on relief and soc1a1 welfare

activities and not on women development
activities.

The activities of the members of the NCWT
accordmg to the evaluation report @3, pp 50-51).
1986 are : ,

general welfare

’ 32.5%

vocational promotion 29.9%

~ education 26.5%
health 10.1%

law - -2.0%

democracy development 2.0%

Total  100.0%

~ Policy :
- To serve as a center of coordination among
all women’s orgamzatlon in order to “upgrade the ‘

quality of women’s lives and follow the National
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‘Women Informatron*lﬁetwork in Thailand
by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN : :

‘Women’s, Polrcy stated by Tha1 Government

Objectives :

1. To actas a focal point for coordinating,
promoting and supporting the activities of women’s
organizations throughout Thailand.

2. To study, acquire knowledge and exchange
ideas among women’s organizations domestically
~and internationally for the'p‘urpose of creating
stability,: security, good understanding’ and
‘well-being for all people especially women

3. To find ways and means to raise the.

status and quality of life for Thai women by seeking
‘to remove the obstacles to women’s progress
and development ‘

~ 4. To cooperate with domestic and inter-

national agencies both governmental and private,

"in carrying out activities that are beneficial to

\

women and society in general.
~'In Following these objectivies, the NCWT

will not intrude upon the internal administration -

of affiliated member organizations

~ Office :
The Ofﬁce of the Secretarrat of the NCWT
1s srtuated at :

: Managkasﬂa Mansron
Lamluang Road
Bangkok, Thailand 10300
Tel : (66-2) 281-0081, (66-2) 281-0060
Fax : (66-2) 281-2189 «

‘Membership :
Members of the NCWT comprise of three
categorres
- 1. Ordinary Meémber :
association or 'organization which.
' 1.1 is a juristic person
1 .Z has been estabhshed for not less
than one year. ‘
' 1.3 consists of not less than one hundred

Any women’s

members
' 1.4 has objectives which do not conflict

i

with those of the NCWT.

2. Associate Member : Any quahfled
woman who applies for membership and has
been unammously approved by The Board of
Directors of the NCWT may be accepted as an
Associate member.

3. Honorary Member :

3.1 Permanent : All past pre51dents
of the NCWT ‘are regarded as the permanent
Honorary Members. :

3.2 Temporary : Any individual whom
the Board of Directors of the NCWT unanimously
considers fit to be invited to join the NCWT
as an Honarary Member.

Finance : v

The NCWT is a non-govenment organization.
Its income is derived from membership fees,
interest from permanent savings accounts as
well as occasional gifts, fund raising events
and support from The Thai Government.

Admrmstratlon of the N CWT

(See Chart 1)

1. The General Councn] ¢ composed
of representatlves from all member organizations

* as'well as honorary and associate members. It

meets at least biennially. Its main function is
to hold elections at the begining of each term
and elect board members who are responsrble

for the Master Plan and its unplementatron

2. The Board of Directors : .consists
of 19 representatrves of the ordinary Members

-who are elected at the General Meeting of the

NCWT The Board is responsible for policy and
admmlstratron in accordance with the objectrves

and the constitution of the NCWT..

3. The Executive Committee : consists
of 11 women appointed by the Board of Directors.
The Committee is responsible for executing the

‘policy laid down by the Board of Directors.

-24-
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| Chart 1 =
Organization Chart of the National Council of Women of
| Thailand

(Year 1991-1994) " | .

ASEAN federation . - B! iational
S Con ! raton ] The NCWT . nte'rna.tlona )
+ of Women’s Organization Council of wWomeh

. ~ N - 1 3 J
| Séreening Commit(eil: Member Organization

The Prime Minister’s
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National Commission [ Advisory Commit,teeg}——_—‘ NCWT Honorary Member
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o D e e e e e e e ] L -
s ; President
R [ President’s Advisorj 1st Vice 2nd Vice
President President
Advisor to Chairperson |
of the Ex?cutwe - ) Secretary General
Committee C . i
s : . ~ Deputy Secretary General
[ _ i I
Standing Committees NCWT Executive Committee ; Permanent Pr oject Commmees
Education Chairperson Consumer Affairs Project
Child and Family ; - | Vice Chairperson ' ' Aging
Arts, Letters and Music : Treasurer : Slum Development Project
"""" niututaiateiattdy it eieibdat B Moral and Ethics Promotion
Economies . Education Service N .
R ] ] Project
Environment and Habitat Public Relations T S — o s mm e
_________________ R Ban Phrakarunanivas
\ s T s .
Health |- Publications Hostel Project
Home Economlcs and Reception
Corsumer Affairs [ I e =-==1-
b e e e e Member Relations B
_Laws and the Status STt TE e
of Women Cha1rperson. Clearm\ghouse
I . of Information on Women
International Relations } in Development I ~
and Peace ‘ - 1 i
bt e e e 'House and ground
Mass Media . ; et '
b e e e ] Board Member : !
Women and Employment T TT TS T T T s e

Migration and Refugées

. Secial Welfare
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- 95-



- smIviesaya

wd o 4 -
U 36 wfun 2 wwnou- guiou 2535

Women Information Network in Thalland ~
by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN

! \
) 3.1 Chairperson
3.2 Vice Chairpefson
3.3 Treasurer
3.4 Education Service
3.5 Public Relations
3.6 Publications
3.7 Reception
3.8 Member Relations-

. 3.9 Chairperson - Clearinghouse - of
Information on Women in Development.
~ 3.10 House and Ground

3.11 Board Member .

4 The Standing Committees : are

15 in number. The chairperson of each committee
is oppointed by the Board of Directors. in
‘ accordance with the practice of the ICW. These
Committees carry out studies and research,
collect data within their spheres of reponsibility
and submit recommendations to the Executive
Committee for consideration and submission
to the Board of Directors. The Standing
Committees also support the NCWT in the execution
and management of its work which includes

the exchange of the views among international

organizat/ions,‘ especially members of the ICW.
Each Standing Committee, being responsible
for a certain area of work, plans its -.own
projects and activities. ‘

5. The Project Committees : The-
re are 3 permanent project commfitees and 2

contmual project commiittees which are appointed .

_ by the Board of Directors. (6)
-~ International Relations :

" 1. The International Council 'of

Women (ICW) The NCWT is an affiliate

of the ICW, with its headquarter in Paris and .

actlng as the center to faciliate contact on a
world wide basis. The NCWT participates in
ICW international conferences and represents
the Government in exchanging opinions and
keeping abreast of activities among its members

" The NCWT also represents the .Government

in welcoming important visistors from various
foreign countries. The NCWT hosted the
ICW meeting in Bangkok in 1991.

2. ASEAN Women’s Programs
(AWP) AWP is one of the projects of the
Southeast Asian Countries. The NCWT, in
cooperation with ASEAN Office in Thailand,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, hosted the 2nd

ASEAN Conference in Bangkok on January -
- 12-13, 1983.

3. ASEAN Confederation of

- Women’s Organizations (AWCO) is

composed of representatives from all member
organizations (ASEAN countries). Its main
function is Setting up AWP’s policies. The
term of the organization is 2 years. ‘The NCWT
organized the 3rd Board of Directors Meetlng
of the Confederation in Bangkok on January )
14, 1983. .

4. The United Natlons Economlc '

and Social Commission for ASla and

the Pacific (ESCAP) ESCAP launched

a long-term project on the development of the

: projéct are to gather, analyze and disseminate

views, ideas and statistics related to womien’s -
development. (7, p. 1)

- 2. The NCWT Clearinghouse
of Informatlon on Women in De-
velopment

Hlstorlcal Ba'ckground

The Women Information Center of Thailand,
the first official center of its kind, had been
established in 1979 at the office of the National
Economic and Social, Development Board (NESDB)
It had served primarily as a center to collect
information and data on the status of women

for the preparatlon of the 5th National Econoxmc
and Socral Development Plan.

- 26-
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In 1981, the Center was transferred; for
a brief period, to the office of the Permanent
Secretary of the Permanent Secretary of the

' Prime Mini‘s\ter’s Office. Upon a décision of
the Cabinet in December 1981, the tasks of the

management of the Women’s Information
. Center had been assigned to the NCWT and

called ““The Clearinghouse of Information on

Women in Development”’ (7, pp. 11). V

The NCWT established its library in 1979.

As result the Clearinghouse Project was
transfered to the NCWT, thence the library
* has served also as the Cléaringhous¢ of Infor-
mation on Women in Devélopment.

In 1981, The NCWT received 129,700
Baht from the government to implement the
Clearinghouse Project, and also 157 ,000 Baht
in 1983.

In 1982, ASEAN Committee on Social
Development (COSD) formed a sub-committee-
ASEAN Women Program (AWP) to concentrate
‘on women development. - AWP, realizing the

- importance of data and information to be used
as bases for women development programs,
agrees on setting up a project on “ClearinghOUSe
on Women in Development’’. The 1st Expert

" Meeting was held in Jakarta in November 3-6,

1982. As the consequence each ASEAN country -
received US$ 3,500 from UNICEF to start’

at the project.
Location :

The NCWT Cleannghouse and hbrary ison °

the second ﬂpor of the NCWT Auditorium,
the size of whichis 9 x 9m. A
Administration : =
~ The NCWT Clearinghouse and library is
administered under the supervision of a team
of committee. The term served is 2 years.
The Committee comprised of :
1. Two members of the NCWT Board
of Directors. R

2. Five representatives from Government
organizations, such as : Office of Permanent
Secretary. Prime Minister Office, Department
of Commumty Development Ministry of Interior,
Faculty ‘of Social Administration Thammasat
University. Institute of Social Research Chula-
longkorn University.

3. Two -persons from non-government
organizations interested in women issue.

Collection

Collection of Documents, etc. has been
in fact developed since 1979 and with UNICEF

- grant, the NCWT has been able to acqulre more.

Presently there are

28

Book : Foreign language ‘5,4683
“Thai language v
Journal : Foreign language 15
D - Thailanguage ‘
Document : Foreign language 835
' Thailanguage 925.

 In 1986, The NCWT received 13 titles
from the Netherlands literature Programs
and 27 titles from Asia Faundation.

-Service Offered
1. Reference services
2. Comprlatlon of brbhographres
~ 3. Inter-library loans. -
4. Photocopymg service
5. Distribution of the NCWT publications

Offlce Hour L

v v Monday-Frrday 8.30 a.m. - 4.30 p. rn
O Saturday 8.30 a.m. - 12.00 a.m.

National and Internatlonal Coo-

‘ peratron.

'1. National cooperation with Tha1 Govern-
ment organizations and non-government '
organizations. h

2. International cooperatlon with the
ASEAN Women’s Programs (AWP) ‘and the
ASEAN Confederation of Women’s Organiza-

/

Vi

- 27_



'JTifn‘i‘ﬁENﬁNﬂ !
‘1]‘7] 36 amm 2 UJ'H'IEJ‘LI unumu 2535 ‘

Women Information, Network in 1
by RUNGTIP HOVANOTAYAN

" tion (ACWO). In the level of regional cooperation,
- the NCWT Clearinghouse and Library keeps
: cooperation with the Women’s Information
Network for Asia and the Pacific (WINAP) of
UN-ESCAP.

 Statitics of the NCWT Clearinghouse and Library Users

Users ,
 The NCWT Clearinghouse and library
serves both the NCWT’s members and staff,

_ and the outsiders such as the professional‘, students,

lecturers, the press. <

Year Profession Student Lecturer Press Public - Member of
” ~ the NCWT .
1981 26 14 2 6 5 A
1982 ' 75 95 7 24 P 1
1983 25 . 303 3 10 45 14
1984 70 303 12 21
1985 53 294 27 - 15 11
1986 751 178 2.2 T Col
1987 84 9 14 S 5
1988 40 88 9 1 1 14
1989 - 90 70 - 1 1 14
1989 9% 70 - 1 7 6
1990 .71 81 - 2 2 11
1991 40 64 : - 1
(Jan-Aug) ‘

‘Table : Statistics Qf the NCWT Clearinghouse and library Users; 1981-1991.

The two main user groups of the NCWT
clearinghouse and library are most likely to be
\students and professionals with particular
interest in women’s studies. :

_ Subject coverage |

The NCWT Clearmghouse and library

consists .of collection related to :
- ‘Biological condltlons of v_vomén
- Biography '
-~ Birth

T ' - 28-

~ - Breast feeding

- Family planning

- Farmer Women

- Fertility
" - Health and hygiene
Marriage and d1vorce

Mlgratlon ,
Mother and Chlld
Mushm women

(NCWT)

Natlonal Council of Women of Thaila
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- Nuns
- Nutrition -
- Pregnancy and mlscarrlage
- Prostitutes

- Psychology

- Rape-

- - Rural women
- Sex education

- Venereal disea\ées

- Women development
- Women groups '
- Women in agriculture
- Women in education
- Women in industry
- Women in literature -
- Women in politics :
- ‘Women labor
- Women liberation -
- Women'’s right
- Women’s role
- Women teacher

3. The NCWT Women
‘Information Network
" Historical Background

At the 2nd Experts Group Meeting on
Clearinghouse for Women in Development
which was held in Penang, November 28-30,
1984. The Meeting was attended by delegates
from the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Indonesia and Malaysia. All the country reports
at the meetting showed a satisfactory level of
progress. - Several areas of problems were

" indentified as follows :

(1) Difficulty of obtaining sex differentiated
-data from key. government offices.
(2) Due to inadequate funds and equipment,
necessary project cannot be implemented.
(3) Lack of education/training programs
in information science to meet the ever increasing

demand for highly qualified informatidn specialists
*i.e. subject specialists, system 'designers and

the like. -

(4 Poor documentanon and record keeping
of a number of government / non-government
organizations. (8, p.3)

+The meeting expressed the need for more
active involvment of non-government organi-
zations in the Clearinghouse Project.. Therefore,
memberAnations were urged to think of strategies
to increase the level of involvement of the
non-government organizations. In this context,
Thailand was congratulated for successfully
implementing the Cleannghouse project through
a non-government organization, this was the
NCWT Clearinghouse and lerary, and for
effectively disseminating information _through
the Clearinghouse.

The meéting agreed that there was a need
for the construction of a common Thésaurus,
for Clearinghouse on Women in Development ;
in the ASEAN region. Finally, the meeting

-adopted the proposal for the construction of

a thesaurus on Women in Development for
Storage and Retrieval, and idenfified for imple-
mentation of the Cpnstruction of Preliminary
for the Clearinghouse on' Women in Development.

" The Meeting agreed to hold a Technical Team

in Jakarta in January 1986 (8, p.6), which resulted
in the Construction of Common Thesaurus to
be used in Women Development by ASEAN
countries. The Thesaurus, as preiiminarily
built by fhe meeting, covered 14 subject fields
which was divided among the ASEAN Countries
for : testing and evaluatmg Thailand was
assigned 3 fields, i.e. POllthS, Legal Status
and Law, and International Relation. (9;'p.2)
. To carry out the Construction of a Preli-
minary for the Clearinghouse on Women in
Development, it had become necessary for each
country to organize a seminar and a test to

S
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evaluate the need of. thesaurus and the praticahty :

of using'it.’
With the fundlng from UNICEF The

- NCWT orgamzed a seminar of thesaurus in
March 15, 1986. There were 45 participants ~

and 15 observers from key information centers
and libraries. Also among,the participants,
there were users of information invited as thier
opinio‘ns were considered essential.
~ The co-organizer of this seminar was the
Institute of Social Research of Chulalongkorn
University (Women Studies Program). Con-
 clusion at this seminar was that : the requirement
in constructing the thesaurus was determined
a test was necessary and that cooperation was
to be sought from various universities ; another
smaller seminar should be held following the
test. : s T
On September 26, 1986 the smaller seminar
was held with representatives from 15 libraries
who were active in the test. The purpose of the
meeting was to reaffirm the policy of the NCWT
- Clearinghouse and Library to serve as the National
focal point-for the Clearinghouse on-Women

in Development of ASEAN countries ; to. reassure -
~ the development of the present Clearinghouse’ -

‘intoa more, effective and efficient referral and
retrieval- center 10, p. 2)

The Development of Local N etwork k

/" OnFebruary 27, 1988 the NCWT Cleanng-

* house and the Institute of Social Research of

~ Chulalongkorn University (Women Studies
Program organized the Seminar on Women S
Information Network at Ban Phrakarunanivas

Hostel (NCWT) There were 28 representatives

from key mformatlon centers ‘and libraries,

mcludmg other organizations that were interested .

in this Network. Now there are 34 members
of the Women’s Information Network (11)

‘List of the Network Members
1) Appropnate Technology Assocranon

PN : 7 -30- v

2 Bhudhathamma Foundation.

(3) Central Library, Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity. : /

@ Central lerary Thammasat Umversrty

%) Document Center of the Northeastern,
Srinakharinwirot University Mahasarakam.

(6) Foundation for Women.

(7) Friends of Women Group.

-(8) Health Stattstlc Division, Mmrstry

of Public Health:

(9) Hotline Center.
(10) Library, Department of Health,

‘ Ministry of Public Health.

(11) Lrbrary, Faculty of Social Admmls-
trat1on, THammasat University.

(12) Library, Institute for Population
and; Social Research, Mahidol University.
v (13) Library, Institute of Population Science,
Chulalongkorn Umber51ty , :

(14) Lrbrary, Office of Policy and’ Plannmg,
Mimstry of Interior. -

"(15) Library, Prince of éongkhla Nakarin
University Haadyai Campus.

(16) Library and lnformatlon Center,
Mahrdol University.
(17) Library and Informatlon Center,
National Institute of Development Admlmstratlon

~ (18) Library of Councﬂ of Social Welfare

" of Thalland

(19) Library of Department of Public
Welfare, Ministry of Interior. '

(20) Main Library, Kasetsart University.

(21) National library of Thailand.

(22) The National Research Council:’

(23) Population and Community Deve-
lopment Association, Library.

(24) Research and Evaluation Division
The Community Development Department,
Ministry of Interior. . .

- (25) Rufus D. Smrth L1brary, Faculty

' of Political Scrence, Chulalongkorn Un1versrty .

(26) Thai Population Clearmghouse/

A
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Documéntation' Center, Ministry of Public
Health.

Center Thammasat University.

(28) Thailand Informatron Center, Chula-

longkorn University

" (29) UNESCO Regional Ofﬁce for Education

‘in Asia and the Pacific Library. B

(30) United Natlonal Children’s Fund
Library.

(31) Western Regron Information Center,
Silapakorn University Sanamchandra Campus.

(32) Women' Development  Division.
The Community Development Department,
Ministry of Interior. _

(33) Women’s Studies Program. Chiengmai
_ University. k

(34) Women’s Studles Program Social
Research Instltute, Chulalongkorn University.

The Main Functlon
1. Co- ordmate the flow of 1nformatron
“about women. . )
- 2. Collect, organize, process and disseminate
statistical data about women. »_

3. Review and share bibliographic infor-
mation about new publications and new studies
relevant to women, including projects about
women in development.:

4. Monitor and disseminate information
at regular periods announcing special events
about women, such as conferences, seminars,
worksho‘psv and training programs.

5. Repackage information on women’s
issues into appropriate formats and languages,
for dissemination to national network members

and to the general pubhc through the mass’

medra

Actrvrtes >
The NCWT is workmg ona development
program to upgrade its Clearmghouse and

Lrbrary to serve as a natronal focal pornt Its

(27) Thai Studies Research. Informatron

also in participating in‘the ASEN Regional '
Network to be developed in the near future. The
Plan for the first phase will be development
of local network ; development into central
agency for collection, classification and distri-
bution of information : functioning as collecting

_and maintaining record of research and deve-

lopment in the planning stage, in progress and .
in completion : serving as referral and retrieval
center. (10, p. 3-4) _

“ Although' with financial 11m1tatron, the
NCWT carried out-the followmg studies-and
publications (12, p.2) : '

1. Complhng and publishing of natronal
union catalog of literature on women to serve
as a reference tool for sharing resources.

Publications on women such
as : ) - )

The NCWT Clearinghouse on Women
in Development : Thai Women : Bibliography
and Informatlon Sources. Bangkok 1983
586p.

: Thai Women : blbllography and '
Informatlon Source ; 1983-1986 Bangkok
1988. 547 p.

Since 1988, Campiling and pubhshmg
a journal entltled ““Union Bibliography of
Women Studies,’” is 2 issues/year.

2. Compiling and publishing a document
titled ‘‘Facts and Figures on Thai Women”
Completed with the latest available statisitcal
data. The document was forwarded to the
Philippines ; Clearinghouse-and information
Center on Women, National Commission on
Women for, Comprlatlon The NCWT will be
workmg on the updatlng this pubhcatron

3. Issuing bimonthly newsletters entitled
“Women 's News”’ ’

~ The followmg activities and pubhcatlons ;
are env1saged :

.’”"; . -31- - ’ ' oo . ’
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l.«—.l'ndentifying users’. needs through

~issuing a users’ profile‘and survey. queslionnaire.

2. Surveying existing information resources
& facilities and pubhshmg a drrectory of related
organization. :

3. Compiling and pubhshmg a directory
of outstanding women classified by occpuations
and areas of specialization to serve as a reference

~ tool L

of government and non-govemment organizations
concerning women development.

, 5. Orgamzmg training’ courses for personnel_
engaged in information on women services.

" 6. Reviewing and publishing a bibliography
of significant English language researches,
‘thesis and publication on women.

7. Conductmg research on local women S
magazrnes

Future Plan
The NCWT will work on application of
~ suitable technology i:e. computerrzatlon micro-

film etc. g

Computer software packages “CDS/ISIS”
may be considered a logical choice for The
Women Informatron Network, since it has been
developed by UNSCO ‘and it is given free of
charge to institutions in developing countries
wh1ch SO request. ’

Problem

1. Since the NCWT Clearrnghouse and
lerary is admlmfstered under the ¢ superv1sron
of .a team ‘of commlttee and the term serves

for just 2 years thence, lack of precise polrcy'

and guidelines in the admmrstratlon of this women
information network. R j :

2. Financial’ constramt is a major problem i

4. Comprlmg and publrshmg a drrectory

" matters as entrusted by the Councﬂ of Ministers

and the NCWT will put all effort to seek govern-

ment support and foreign aids where possible.

4. The Govemment Orgamzatlons

Role

March- 27, -198,9\ was the establishment
of the present National Commission on Women'’s

Affairs NCWA) with the Secretariat attached -

to the-Office of the Permanent Secretary of
the Office of the Prime Minister (13).

Functions of the National Com--

misSiOn on Wonie'n’s Affairs NCWA
The NCWA has the authormes

'and duties :

(1) To submit policies and master plans )

to the'Council of Ministers on the promotion
of women’s activities, roles and status:

(2) To consider prescribing plans to im-
plement the pollcy and master plan a]ready

approved by the Counc1l of Ministers which

must be consistent with the National Economic

and Social ljevelopment Plan as well as to coor-

dinate, momtor and assess the results thereof:

3) To support and assist the activities
of ‘Government agencies, state organizations,
state enterprlses and prrvate orgamzatrons in
solvmg women’s problems:

4) To advrse and recommend to the Prime.

Minister on the need for new legislation of'the

revision and amendment of existing legislation -

for the promotron of women’s activities, roles

‘and status:

(5)- To report on the Thai women- related

at least oncea year:

(6) To consider other - women- related
matters as entrusted by the council of Ministers.

The NCWA Natlonal Committees.

The NCWA appointed 9 national committees
to carry out specific tasks as follows : )

(1) National Committee on the Perspective
Plan and Policy for Women’s Development

(2) National Commlttee on Laws and
Regulatrons , C

3) Natronal Commlttee on Education,
Employment and Culture

-32-
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4 National Committee on Health and

Environment. .

35 National Committee on the Social
* and Political Participation. ‘

(6) National Committee for the Elimination
of Involuntary Prostitution.

(7) National Committee on International
‘Cooperation

~ (8) National Commlttee on the Use of

Gender-Based Analysis in Development.

(9) National Committee on the Deve-
lopment of Women’s Information System. ‘

_The National Committee on the Development

of Women’s Information System

(1) To study the existing information
resources-and systems at the local and mternanonai
levels with a v1ew to estabhsh an extensive
network in the future :

) To cooperate with other NCWA national
committees in the development of an appropriate
women’s information system to assist NCWA
in its planning and monitoring activities:

(3) To coordinate with other information
resources to form a comprehensi\)e information
network in order to avoid duplication of efforts

in information collection and processing.

5. Conclusion

To achieve the objectives of the Women -
Information Network in Thailand, The Non-
Government Organization, “NCWT”’ ought
to co-operate directly with government program

S “NCWA” as well as complement government

“activities with their own independent activities.

~ The NCWA, as a government orgamzanon,
has a stable budget and support, and communy
in services. The NCWT, as a non- govemment

" organization, has independence for operation,

and more flexibility. -

The NCWT National Women Network |
of Thailand has been extablished for 5 years now.
It has not been develgped to its full potentiality
yet. Most of the works are still manually roullincd‘
works. ‘The government and the administrators
of NCWT should look seriously into the operation
of the Women Information Network and
should work hard together so that the Network
will really become the focal point of information
and be able to make important contnbutxon
to the development of the country.
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in Women. This is only a very short and select  an. important role in the evolving world of -
list of some of the subject-specific networks  women’s networks. R
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-Networks within the broad area of ‘“development”’ are numerous and w1de—rangmg
in terms of their geographical and subject interest. There are many networks that are:
wellestablished and have access to financial, material and human resources that should
know about. These networks can be divided into the broad categories of:.

 REGIONAL NETWORKS of individuals/groups whose

" in terest and expertise are centred on general issues affecting -

a particular geographic area ; : I
SUBJECT-SPECIFIC NETWORKS of individuals/groups -
‘whose interest and expertise are focused on, partiéular

disciplines, such as health, training'aopropriat‘e technology, "

A

- PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS of individuals/groups who
share information about their specialty areas, such as health
professions, journalists, community development workers,
independence movements, €tc. '
' — S

~

‘ ’ FUNDING NETWCRKS which include the wide-range of
; . orgamzatlons (mternanonal development- agenc1es, United -

) Nations agencies, foundations, g ovemmental and non-govern-
mental organizations) that are in some way involved with h

contributing money to development projects.
. —_——

‘ORGANIZATIONAL NETWORKS of individuals within
the same organization, frequently with different expemse
and working at different levels, who ‘share a common concern
which is based within the operatlonal function of that organi-
zation.

Within the five categories, there is a great deal of Cross-over, a nd ‘becoming familinr
with one network often leads to famlhanty with others. In this way they all become
potential sources of : (1) information ; (2) technical assistance and tralnlng (3) ‘pro- -
fessional development ;- (4) wide-ranging support, sometlmes ina fmanc1a1 sense,
sometimes in the form of advice or valuable reference. -
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| «YOU ARE THE CENTRE OF YOUR OWN UNIVERSE...WHERE

~ YOUR UNIVERSE INTERSECTS OR OVERLAPS SOMEONE ELSE’S. -
- YOUR LINES CROSS THAT PERSON‘S UNIVERSE...IF YOU!
COULD DRAW A MAP OF ALL UNIVERSES. YOU’D HAVE A
- . MESH OR A WEB, A HUGE FISHNET---A NETWORK. EVERYONE
-IS SET.SMACKDAB IN THE MIDDLE OF A VAST NETWORK, - ,
- IF ONLY SHE REALIZED IT” (Networking : Mary Scott welch) . .~
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boilds alliances ...
pools FESOUFCES ...

A

NETWORKING CAN BE : .
e formal, with a definite organizational structure and a wellplanned, well-financed

\ i

programme of action ; or ‘ _ .
informal, a coming togethe} of women to share mutual interests and concerns,
meeting when the need arises and lacking a structure or mode of operation ; it
can be, / ‘ ’
unseen and invisible ;
conscious or unconscious.

NETWORKING CAN BE :

e personal, to achieve personal growth and development objectives ;
1

e political, to mobilize action around a specific issue ; or |
e professional, to link people with similar professional interests.
NETWORKING CAN BE : )

international, joining women from different regions of the world ;

regional, based on problems unique to a particular region ; )
national, bringing women together based on concerns unique to conditions in o
- that country, such as légal or economic problems ; o ’
local, links women within a community for action on a specific issue of local
concern. o o o
NETWORKING CAN BE : , .

= " @ individual, putting one person in touch with another‘person ‘with simiiar interests;

these people may have similar professional skills, or they may have different skills

which are complementary and necessary for resolving a problem ; or

e institutional, among organizations which have agreed to join forces in resolving
a common problem. : i
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puts you in touch with other women concerned
about the same issues ;

glves you specific information Wthh you won ’t
~ find in the “mass media” ;-

¢

gives you a ‘‘broad” picture of the issue you
are dealing with ;

informs you how other individuals or -groups. -

are resolving the problems ;

provides ”}"ou with names of people and / or-
organizations who may help/you by providing
technical or financial assistance ; 5

assures you that you are not acting'in isolation,
but are part of a larger group strugglmg with
similar issues ; 5 i .

informs you of various options or directions
you have before you ;

" pools efforts and energies to create a collective
front to problems H -

gives greaxer v151b1hty to the issue through collectxve
action ;

: informs you of training opportunities, workshops,
meetings, which may be-of interest H
gives you new ideas and perspectives on a problem ;
-provides a channel of communication at local,
~ national, regional, or worldwide levels.

‘~ | NET;(.;?-NSG- . vs& ; 'T ! " l

el -4 ;=
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"TALK with people in your community or with whom you work.

Ask for names and addresses of mdmduals/ ‘groups involved in prOJects
similar to yours.

TALK or write to government ministries, university personnel,

- and non-governmental organization personnel in your area. Try to

learn if they are fnetworkmg and, if so, with whom.

LOOK AT directories, resource books, informational brochures,
etc. to locate additional names and addresses of people you should
know about. i
WRITE Ietters requesting information from groups)individuals
you’ve identified. When possible, a personal visit in most effective.
REMEMBER, whenever you talk or write to anyone, ask for additional
names of individuals/groups that you should be in touch with, as
well as their suggestions for resource materials that will help you
uncover more network members.

SEND publications, notices, or materials that you: produce or that

describe your orgamzatron, pro;ect or interest. Ask that you be
put on their mailing hst to receive their free pubhcatlons regularly.

‘ sIf you have regular publications, ask them if they would be interested

in establlshmg an exchange agreement with you.

ASK for advice from groups you’ve learned about, and beging exchanging
materials. This strengthens the process- -of building an information
and contact base that is so important to good networking.

‘INVITE people or groups you are in contact with to drop in on

your organization or project when they are in your area.
‘arca. - .

"AT TEND conferences, seminars, and workshops at which the

people with whom you’ve begun to network will be presented, particularly
reglonal meetmgs
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