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'BOOKS ARE PATHS THAT UPWARD LEAD;
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Before a patron can ask a librarian for assistance,the patron needs

to understand who is a llbrarlan A llbr “n is a. person who has a Masters

’fxn llbrary 501ence from‘ an accre “chool or who because 0f 

“educat1on and/or experlence works in a llbrary ina profeess10na1 llbrary

position.

. There ;are,ﬁfiyeﬁfpgiﬁts5;that»;make,angoécupation;aiprdfession{(I)

specialized (2) intensivé-
maintainstandards of achievement and conduct (4) commitment to .continued
study(5) public service. .Eﬁ}i‘,ufii”??

However, ?hqfllﬁuﬁkic --finds”.it; hard« to . see ‘librarians as
professionals because of it's perception of -1ibraridns. It's perception of
librarains is anyone who works in a library and:'another .problem with the
publici;jmagefﬁof ijrarians.giswpha$xLLbrary:work’iS'seen'as.a~cushy'job
requiringﬂ,gnry:athe,yloVewfofvreading. S6¢ librarains strive fo.strengthen,

profess}pnalsm.WhIJerglibganains;»;s&riyelf?farp~ﬁpr0fessibnalismt among'

sacademic préparation  (:3) organizations to:

librarians,.. many realize .the .- importance. . of .  encouraging ~the -

nOﬂ‘PPOfGSsignaLr~employees@_hespecially‘thevparaprofessfonalsy to enhance:
their own status. : Al

Part of this support be to establish a hierachyfcfﬁlibrary
employees with titles of respect and a set standard of job
responsibiiities. Most - 1ibraries have four tiers of employees:(1)
Librarians (2) Paraprofessionals (3) Clerical Staff (4) Shelvers or
Pages. Now. .is ,the‘@time.;fer,the_ljbrarians to .give more 'support to- thr

paraprofessionals and establish them with an appropriate name.
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Abstract

Thié‘;lssue is wrltten from the tralnlng experlences at Medlcalln
Center lerary, Unlver31ty of New Mex1co u. S A in order to 1ntroduce
the Medical School and Medlcal Center lerary, the UanSPSlty and the
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