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THE LIVING L{BRARY OP BOOKS

IN STONE OF T HhILAND

Chun Drabhaﬂ 1‘&&!1&31&

> PITIIAN T LARWH
_ _ B : L]
;(_GI!. i ¥ ln.'i X ’ ;
VHETURENY o W WHTT m 1LY
- 4 i :
: meﬁﬁi 9 Wi u}«ﬂmw _

"
o

FJ L) ar
____ﬂ-j‘ ?ﬁb"z_y E:‘}_u *} a ] -?;

' g “O?z a stcne i éhe gveaf

751;'5 um\fm

- 23

Lj-“ ﬁaﬂmf;? R

zfm;' a

szere the Lard’s reclmmg effigy. hes

W' il be Sfound minute mformawmz

.._.

3
1

Thus ‘opens the ingcription on the

-hrst of the stone slabs which camprme\
the colleciion of the so- called library
of bcoks in- stone of Thaliand Actuaily
it'is the verv fxrst puhlic llbra:y of
- the kmgdom

Go to Wat Badhl ot The Tem'ﬂ
of the: Reclining Buddha as some may.
call it, in Bangkek, and there you. will
find the mte:esung lwma library of
bool z¢ in stone of .’ihanand ‘Wat Bodhi
is an old. gr__&nd and majestic Eumihmst
m'dﬁasté'i‘s}; which was built before "thé -
reigﬁ of King Rama 1 (]78,;. 1809)
and it wa@_aiso a royal Wat w'—mle

i

iﬂousehmd came to artenfj_

'Wf hen

the I_ro_.yal
't_hé:“.'*_s:efv;cﬁs. K;ng_ Ra_ma !

* Difector, Thaj _Nati-onal_ Documentation

-atone in ’dus wal.

ground } which surround

The wise, 'who ;"eaa" will know of this ?‘estomfmrz

graciously - “

~ascended the throne he’ .
‘ordered this grand . and beaviiful -
mohastery'_'tni be rénovated; and on’

“top of that he tnok the initi-ai’ive:in'
sefting up a novei Ilbrary éf books in.

The ]lbrary hseif.

is compcseﬁ of seventy sa!as (smail__ '

eize rest buildings of about B.me:,tres_.

wide and 7 metres long with raised

floor ~of about 16 _incﬁes “above

th_e'
the C-::_Jnve M

catitjn' Hall and'tim'Vihﬁra where the

_'§amm.:- statue of the Redmmg Buddha

is _a:.ahrmed. The. seventy  salas are.

separaté structures with space between -
therm and are constructed close to the

open walls which serve as the enclosure

o5

Centre.’




: :{}f the Cbrivoca"tfbn

""-Vlha,m. :
lﬁe :nscr;pt ans on
-."thﬂ beams of the r{mfs of ’che sa,las

__ng Rama 1" was confined

-"--_ltlﬁcflptzﬂrrs.. put un oo the wa]ls an&

"“stones cons:.stmg of thia blr‘th stories

Cart Of massage, - that, :'lhe-'-péop]

may beqefu from the royul pharmaco~

= poexq ami rira ssage method as a h?alth

" auﬂust kmg himself.

5 frcm thn p:erclng sun and lhe ‘pelting

'ram, whlch “Wwas madequate, and as

':becomapg obhtarated they obwous]y

3 _‘_‘-nae&f-d to be reDalred

cauqed by tfr:e determratmn ofthe wat

hm}dmg and *he:" -="._ﬁnd the lzbra'ry. ordered thc rcs*oraum

Each Sala has A 01r=glf' Wah.. -Gf_botn the monasfery atd tne Il‘brax‘y
"'at the back wh;ch 13 the ﬂm:loqure'_-'__'l"
i waH cf the Vlha,ra a*zd the Upos&thay. .

.'-.:.ciumded lhat ti":&‘- ;cmpje shmﬁ-

to the wora 1113 great grandfa{he,r :
the sko'le slgbs_'
af‘e put up on. the walis as wefl as i

i'-l’he “aix qquare columns o whmh raise_._...-_f-'

 The collectmn of t!:us fll‘él‘ phbhc-
_'-:_II!}I‘EI'}T of- Thmiand under the relgn of
to: the'

cnlumns “of the satis. of 5)0 ]ﬁtﬂ;ﬁa-':_'_"._:.Ffrﬁm the’ far away places, taok ,tﬂ’"th‘*

~and some even copled 30me of

 'Boak9

of'-._'-'g’a.rm-gs past lives of ;he Buddha, a
text of royal p'Harma;:espcjsi_'a._= and ‘the

could have* the cbance te learn. about_ ' ;
{he _]a{al{a gtorleg whc]q are a fauture" .remedymg allments and to rellevlng

of the --fe.hcrlous hterature and- at}m&' '

' stratns and pc ins.

o servlcc offered to his people by the :

.__pnests at ti‘le temp}es or irom
_ As aheady mentmned each sa;la, s parents, :
.' mpre or. less. an open struéture w1thl.'--'-
- only onio wall at the back as protectmn._ )

| -gutlds

Ttidie p&\,sed by 'as a result of the fierce
7 tropica] ST and rain, the siabs sf*emed" :
“to be lﬁosc—'nmg from thq walls as well

-"',.,'as ‘the. cclumns, and the wrltmgs were"-_'.

Durmg thereign of K.ng Rama IH :
:‘(7824- ]85] ). tha ng. Seeing the pllght'_‘

?15’5’[13%’6 ?1'61’11 1.

llowever. Kng Rama 1" aéded m {c»,

n"'e the lib*fary fur a*l ‘chﬂ peapl;,l"

[n praLtzce, tl‘us ?brar}' had’ﬁ-"'

l:.each book l'ad 10- be CODI&C; b}'

and.: *na;::y people fro*n all waﬂ'q ﬂf

"-'u{e..- from Bangkek 1tse1f as well T

" '_'tempfe to read ti-ae stone’ mcripi ot

3uch as a textbook nn haw 10

COpGBla ' and massage '

bf_ccach anc.hgamenf a'nd athﬁr body

At that tlme thf-re

T were no governmfnt schools, chzfdt‘en

learnt to read ‘and’ wufe from__th;&__,

traimrw :

Professmnal

.ccmfmed only io certam groups of th&
‘people whu.h assumed the. nature c:f

I"‘ng Rama n[l did gond work t{:

- make this hbrary a wre-at mstﬂutmn. :

He ordered that a]l exlstmg manu~ L
scripts ‘that wure availabl{, be coflected

and revlsbd In some branches n{

_-1-mowlec§ge “he €ven as&ed the E}Iiﬂﬂfib
- in those f;e}ds *o wr:ta Looks" en lhﬁl‘l'h s
' -"Ihen he” arranged for all these hmok; .

tD be "nsurmed -::.n the sto‘:'"'




Th& mew Llhmrv ef Bmﬁs in Siones - -

The- coliechon Qf sione 1-13.:,1'-;1? fuat
he Tcmufe ﬂf the Rt{hlﬂ‘ﬂg Buud? A

i LP c.asqmﬂ& ag {f-lmws S

' -1-" The-btow of the Restoration

of the Temple. *This is a_ colisction

: of 356 vcrses of var.ous rvpﬁs written

bv thn-great p:t‘—i of that time, His
- i—iohrms Krom Phra Palamanagat -
_;;:-,,._.Bﬂﬁl{i,hlsm,-- which is written in

. prosa“
Buddh
uafxputra._ Kassapa, Anurudha T}'era
'and Upaia Theri
of" the— B.I';ldhzis

mam sub]ects

" arch-disciples such . as

and also the story

3. Thai Ou.sfums, Whlch is wnttan' '

in-ptOSg;:

of the Mnn Kingdom, the story of the

pr'epa-ré'iti'dh-_ of the sacred rice, the

Songran Fﬁst'ivél “and  the ‘royal

prccsssmn of the Kathin on the river.

-_--4._D1-z'eci;ar;gs of varmus -Tanks

efthe highpr:ests, the dependent

statés of the -'Kiné_clpm "ancl__- costumes
of all _:;p'e;or;{l_és'- who had ever ‘lived in
the . _{ii_ﬁgdmﬁ'

.costumes js- especially- dcne, in verqe

the description -of the

form

in wh:cﬁ massage “method i 15 acscrzbeé

fhe desm‘!puon in. thls graup is done

in. versa and zllustralmns are prov;&ed'

in ’é}ve §orm of acu;ptum‘ works ms:med

in a. garden- piot just in front of t"ze

;ext Iocatmn,

. P
S cEAEs N Ayl riy sl ‘PHavmacopo

The life story’sf some of the

'Fdo.tpr_mt are. the -

Te c.omprzs_es of the hlstory _

- written by the

::; Heaitn and ghyﬂcal theram"

3 .
by known

- ansnymous ones.

- Phagmacopoeid. s concerved!”

‘tlopers who rem_{crea-the.r -prefe,s,manal

sRrvices &uring-~thpi

leeramre, : TEus -c_QI ectmn : -E}f P 5
1*13_::1’1;_}11_0!15 are texts in b_eth; prcﬁ_c :
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