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Circumstances that my

suggest

remarks should be brief and informal

and I should like to address you in

that spirit. As some in the room know,

-however, from previous exzperience in

iny classes, brevity is not a long suit '

and, therefore, I shall confine myself
strictly to text in order fo guarantee
-comﬁletion in a reasonable time.
Before making- commlents' on our
: ~such and.

survey work as ‘raising

questions with you, I do want to say
that any American librarian must féel
at home in Thailand, and I feel very
much at home with members™of the

Tha!. Ll'brary Assoc:atlon Perhaps it

~is because so many members of the

association here t_oday were educated
abroad and, _.'of ;:.;::urse, many ,.daistin.
guished - Ame’ric’én__ “colleagues -
been gues__ts'iq'Thﬁli:lja-:qd' ineluding Ruth
' Alics’ Lohrer,
Rufsvold and. Frént;_e;;__ Spain. - It is

Erlandson, Margaret
also because there are .so many fine
in ﬂw
Includlng some SUpported by foreign

libraries m;'alintained _country
agen(:les. And much progress is being
made in deve]opment of libraries which
is c:msmtent with hbrary goals at
home, : :

And so 1 “do, 1ndeed feel very
much at home in Thailand and will

confess to being impressed with the

fact that the only

‘has been the chili pepper at lunch

years between

have

unfric_a'ndly. thing
I have discovered to date in Thailand

of course,
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{ which seems to 'ha'v.e dev_e]opécl_ a
marked antipathy for a certain visiting

librarian from Pitt'sbﬁlfgh Y But the

chili pepper aside, | know that stronger

bonds than ever should grow with the
Thai and American
librarianship. ' ' -
As for my comments on the survey
of library development we have been
doing, they must be regarded as com-
pletely unofficial and as representing
only persor-laI' opinioﬁs at this time.
Also, . right to

change my mind because | have many.

I must reserve 'the

reports to siudy when | get ‘home

which may add new information. Also,

[ do not speak for US/AID or even

for my colleagues today, but simply

as one professional to  another con-
cerning libraries. Some comments on
textbooks needed will come later, for
e:iarnp]e. in recdﬁlma-ndationé for cur-
riculum materials projects, and pro-
grams _whlch are_ needed in the
sciences.  But today i should like to
refer to hbranes only, and I shoulld

like to put my main points in c;u.esticﬁ

- from partly because the answers do

not seem to. .me _ entirely clear and

partly because they are questions with

-'whi-ch TLA is concernpd.

1. First, respecting library educa-.

tion--where are the librarians'needed

going to come from and where will
they be trained? It is to be hoped.
that. there- will be many
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fellowships provided for foreign study,
but I believe
responsibility rests

with. the Thai.

I ‘doubt if the answer is more schools

of librarianship but rather the streng- -

thening of those already operating with

‘the giving -of greater emphasis to

Master's

degree programs and' in

particular, permJ.ttmg library sc:enca'

teachers ‘to. do teaching jobs  on a

~ full«time basis. (One should qot run

-bnth a library and teach library
science. In the long run hoth jobs will
suffer : here, | speak from experience).

2. _Next,
school librarians (and .s;ihool officers):

A Can and

found to qwe more.scheduled

several. questions for

shou]d -ways .be

time for l:brary

'students, especlally on the
secondary level ?

.B. Is there a danger that i in the

I. future-uunless there are

changes now——there May grow
up a segarate audiovisual
- center program which could

compmm:se the posmblhty of

mamtammg an ”mstru-::tmna[ ;

mat.e_r[als. center’ approach,
that a-p'pi‘os;c“hl_nee_:es"sary to
serve the changing methods
of ins't'fucfibn ~and  study
which arc gra&ually bﬁlng
_ introduced and adopted 2
.CT_ Can we hope that-the hbrgry

_'progr"am te. be, developed

for the new Comprehenslve-'

School Pro]ect may be given

speczal - suppert,:

the main._ burden of

.use by

‘children, farmers,

staff and

TR
NIAVINDAUR

- Fesourees and be . ab'la'-thcli.-_

to serve as pilot demonsira-

tions of what truly fine
library programs can -
achieve ? '

D. Is there not some better way-
school library.
than with the

fee. system which

to finag-ncé

operations

present

in so many -cases 1eac§|3
~to unstable and
.b'udg'éts?

. E. And,

for a school or any other

indefinite
speaking of budgets,

kind of a library, can it be
hoped. that there will be set
and approved . natignal‘l? _
some minimum quantitative
standards which_maj become.
goals which are

widely and

accepte&.

which.

upon

budget requests -may  be
~ based? '
3. As for public libraries, can

they be e_x[_:éeeted to grow and provide
needed services so Idng as their staffs

have such low civil service ratings *

" Also, unless the resources and work

of the public libraries are tied ‘more
specifically to meeting the needs of
and other’ workers. :
are they ‘likely at the _ Amphur
level to be much more than a. limited

et al,

resource for teachers, a few officials

‘and those who happen to be in the

vicinity of the official building and
drop in? Is it possible that
libraries in the

future. might . in

public-
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Thailand serve well in some instances

as libraries for schools also in rural

areas, assuming a suitable building
were available so that both’ adults
and children could wuse it without
interfering with each other 3 And, on
this same point, might it be wise for
the fature to encourage-more the per-
formance of the library function
without stressing type of library?

That is, could not school, college and

- public libraries work together more to

help meet the library needs of those
who can use them wisely, helpiog
cach other from time to time through
loans and by finding ways ko so
support library ser;ric:e that sometimes
stronger, cooperative library units

might be  developed m place of weak,

- separate school,. public and ot:her

agencies ? Finally,  until there are

more instances in .which there is a

measure of local. _réspor_lsibility for
public library development, is it likely
that strong publlchbrary intere:s,ts
can be developed 3 ; .

4. Here aré' several '-c-lue.stions about
university libraries s.

A, Can t_l_]efé be more coopera-
tion afnpng libraries, espe-
cially in the 'Baﬁgkofc_ area ?
Could the National Education
Council encouragle coordi~
nated acquisition.-of materials
in some way to heip prevent

- future expensive duplication

- of high—priced resources ?

Looking toward the expan.

ened

sion of graduate level study.

is it niot mandatory that all.

liBrary resources be studied
and regard‘ed.more: or less
as a common reservoir if
there is to be made available
. a aufficient number a1_:1d
qua.lity of library m'aterials-
needed for graduate study
and research ?
B. Also, should librarians rake
leadership in special fields
such as science, medicine

and technology by providing

adequate numbers of expen-

sive texts and through setting
up textbook rental collections
such -as is now being
‘developed at Kasetisart and
is heing considered at the

Chieng Mai_ Medical School ?
<. At_ld to repeat a point appli-

cable to three universities,’

can we - hope that soon

library science teaching will’

be regard.cd as a full—time
job and that librarians will

be freed to manage their

libraries: (while retaining

faculty rank)_? _

5. Respecting special librarians,

is there a danger that: some live and

work in splendid isolation and do not.

" serve as well as they might? Are

there too ‘many ' separate library.
agencles serving -governmental units

witheut coordination . and competing:

for scarce funds through their separate

. - "




e

a"ge_m_i-y requests ? Would it be helpful

if a way were found to bring' special

' librafia'ns together -as a group more
frequently and regularly to discuss
common concerns  and do needed

p]anmng ?

6. The. ieadersh‘p and work of the
Thai L1brary Asscciation stands out

to any visitor, and one can only be
very gratefﬁl for all the association
~has done in training, . development of
‘bibliographic services;' institution of a
professional sease, recruitment, conduct
of spec;al studies, etc. Yet mlght it ba
well in the future to look: more and
more t& the National. Lihrérj' for
provision. ol necessary national ser-
vices, cards, preparation of bibliogra~
phic toels, ete. ghd-‘fﬁﬁus TLA attention
.ch'i-éfl-y' on's-tand'a'rds;" upgrading of the
profession (there w1H ‘have to be some
day a reworkmg of the c:wl “service
code by whaiever ‘theans - is reguired).

and a&wsnry.\funct'-rons-. I do not mean

that - any activily - now underway is. -

inappropriate: [’ lust wonder how much
one organizalion can. do and whether

there would. be. somf: cffectwe way of

o placing respons:bﬂny for service tasics..

where ultimately it musk.go ? * (Paren~
thetically, until the depository law is
rewritten, it is :lcfiiffic-:ull_t' to -see how
true._bibliographic: control ~and . a

national - catalog - can.: actually . be

. achieved.. The .preseni. printing. law

peeds changing).
.2 7. Finally; - a - number . of - general
questions s~ 3 el

§ | -5’_- L
31'iﬂ1iﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁ?§£ﬁ

'A. Since the nceas' of Thai

librarianship appear to have -
been well considered Wil
proposed in a five—year
plan for 196771, a_itl‘;cmugh
this plan has not yé't been
approved, would it be desir- '
able now to seek help in
mounting a national - study
of Thai library development

and use to undergird these

. proposals with additional

evidence ?*» | should think
foreign agency help might

be available. Consultanis

could certainly be recruited.
from the U.S. to help, 'apd :

a very valuable report could
be produced on the basis of
which a national program
of library development and.
support might be sought.

is it possible t.h-at growing

out of the present Library

‘Development Commi.tte e's

good work in the Ministry
of Education, there should
come a new library division
responsible for hélping tor
devh]op all t_ypes, _of library
servme?’ pcrha;")s such a
division should 130 encom-

pass the fu]l-range of educa-

“tional co‘mm.li'i;licétion_,-'libra'i‘y'
and information sérvices and -
“thus incorporate audiovisual
- and other related activities.
.Then provision - of educa-

- .tional materials: could be
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- considered in the round and

planning be done appropriate-

ly to insure the balance

‘neéded among all types of

‘materials. | would not see

such a division as the sole

. autht_)rity, but rather as an

agency with advisors working

in each field of librarian-

ship with some funds

available for publication of

guidelines, support of training

activiiies, . and the conduct.

of research and sponsorship

of experimentation.. Also, it

| ~would be hoped that special

funds would be granted to

support a national effort”’

which would be channeled
through such a unit.

As for the old 'd_ilcmmﬁ. fhe |

chicken. or thé egg question,

i.e. which "comes first,
impr Dvea' taachlng methods
which then -reql_:ir'e. library
i.mpro.vernent, oi_‘-l imﬁroyed
libraries which’ t'h't_e-n'ehcour-'
age improved - instruction,
the acswer here is clear.
Until “the libraries are
greatly'-st.rengthene_d'i'n most

schools, -good teaching will

be a difficult struggle. (Also,

of course, there needs to be
major study of the exami-
nation system and its effect,

both upon teaching and

- “library development): C

Bend

D. On the .subject of books in

English, some libraries have
many. some have few; some
librarians favor more trans.
lations and more wuse of

books in Thai, others argue

_ differentl_y. QGranting it s

not an either—or question,

- will something important be

lost in the way of inters

national connections il the
use of books in English and
other foreign languages is

-p_layed down 3

Next, may I ask of all con.
cerned this question: Can

it be hoped that in the
future, all book programs:

including authorship ~ and
production will take more
into account the role of
libraries in distribution, the

changing methods of instruc.

. tion  with emphasis' being

placed upen individual yse
of a broad range of materials
in libraries. and the fact

that increasingly in all areas

and on all levels of education

in__ThaiIand, as elsewhere,

the record of progress to be

achieved will depend upon

the adequa.cy of library and
information services avai-
lable. Performance of the
library function wisely and
well is mandatory for all

Thailand and- the national:
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growth will depend impor-

tantly upon the size_-df

the investmen! - made now

in’ Iibrai‘y de_véldp:i:en_t

general]y.

These then are some of the ques-

tions 1 have today. There prcbqbly_
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will be more tomorrew. ‘Meanwhile; -

may | say for myself and colleagues |

- for your hospitality and kindness to )
-t_he ‘survey team, the or__:ly_ three wlo:"d;';"-__
of Thai which | have been taught a.r_nz-l_: -

.. practiced “Kob Koon Mahg”.
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