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‘books,

'THAILAND'S NATIONAL BOOK WEEK

Ghun Prabhavi —

. vadhana

Vice Presadcnt, That Library Association

The General Conference of Unesco,
at its sixteenth session dicided by accla-
mation on 9 November 1970 to proclaim
International Book Year in 1972.

The objective of International Book
Year is to focus attention on the role of
books in society, because books today have

become one of major media of mass

comrmunication. Even with the rise of

the electronic media of radio and television -

in the contemporary world, but the fact
is that books have maintained and even

expanded their influence; and, among the

mass media, the book remains to still be
the essential tool of knowledge.

Alse, in the developing world there
18 a desire for a new concerted effort to
make more effective application of books
for economic and social development.
Therefore, books are seen as a way of
keeping pace with mnew technological
advances; more particularly, they provide
an opporfunity for learning new skills or
perfecting older ones. This only testifies

to the fact that scientific books may play’

a great part in the development of indus.
tries in the developing countries, as Thai-
land, for instance, '

Unesco proposes that the main issues
affecting books in society today should

be as themes of Internatlc)nal Bock
Year, e.g.

' 1. Instilling readmg habit among
youths.

2. Production and d1str1but10n of
including the development of
librarics. - .

3. Encouragement of authorship and
translation,. with. due regard to copyright.

 most effective media,

4. Books in the service of education,
interpational undemtandmg and peaceful
cooperation. Lo

The Thai Government’s participation
in the celebration of the International
Book Year in 1972 is the responsibility
of Thailand’s National Commission for
Unesco, But the Thai Library Association,
as being a non—governmental and hon—
profit organization is giving hand in
whatever way it can, to the best of it

- capability, as its financial status warrants,

As'a matter of fact, all along these year

* the maintenance of its functioning operds

tion in the fields of books and libraries |
has been made possible only through the
courteous financial support of the Asia

- Foundation.

Thereiore, in cooperation with Unes-

~o0’s International Book Year and as a

non—governmental as well as non-profit
organization, the Thai Library Association
has designated 1-7 April 1972 as “Na-
tional Book Week” replete with Book
Festival and DBook Fair; all of these-
efforts will ever be launched for the first
time in Thailand.

Enstilling Among

Youths _
Mindful of the fact that TV is the

through which it
can hold an audience of meny hundred
thousands, and even millions in  aumber,
each program, it is then planned to stage
a TV play entitled “The Song That
Krishna Teaches Her Son” on Apri! 7

Beading Habit




" and recogmtmn ‘of the

ld

- evening during the Natinnal' Book Week, -

“at Army TV, Channel 7. I write this
play with the sole purpose to bring forth

. to the public the greatness of books and =

the worthiness of libraries. There will
be strictly no prompter as well as no ads
- in the production; and it will be perfor-
med by students themselves, while the
theme of the play is about their concern.

Another category in stlllmg reading
‘habit among youths the Thai Library
Association will launch book reading
contests among. school students all over
the country. © These contests consist of

s variety of types, kinds, calibers and levels

with' the real concept of having youths
taking to the books, which is considered
‘most significant, The detailed informat

© on will be announced when the time
comes, after receiving. definite allocation

from the government in the acceptance
Association’s
designated “National Book Week, Book
Festival and Bock Fair.”

" Production and Distribution of books

When one already  plants into the*

minds of youths reading habits, one
naturally has duty to furnish them with
necessary tools for operation. This comes
10 Production and Distribution of Books.

: In book production, we will encourage

authorship by giving prizes to good books,
botk fiction and non-—fiction, published
in the dufation of 3 recent years, as well
as issuing certificates of acceptance and

recognition of the Association to worth-
~while books that are recormmended to be ]
read by the public. This. will also include

translation work, with due regard to
copyright.

As for distribution of books, it will
;.. be operated by means of Buook Fair in
which as many as book publishers and -

‘popular Hational

'}'Iiﬁ'lﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁli{ﬂ -

"Bovk: dealers’ it the “twin. cities will ‘he

invited to sell their book, definitely at
half price; on the ground of the National
Library; and also on that occasion, which -
will take place during the National Book
Week, 1-7 April 1972 there will he
Buok Fesiival in which 14 full Thai clas-
sical orchestras will perform in the middle .
of the compound swrrounded by various
book stalls, only pieces garnered from
literature, musically,
vocally, as well as  theatricals: two
orchestras a day, one in the morning and
one in the afternoon. This is intended as
an effective means of attracting the public
to come buying books,

Still, there are two more ways to

| bring the people to books. One is through

the medium of parading well-known
charactcrs, with full costumes, of the
popular national literature gliding along

' certain streets and . exhibiting action at
some * famous rendez—vous of Bangkok.

And the other is to distribute 2 books to
all the public and school libraries all over
the countries and they are:

The Harp of DBurma” which -
1ntended to promote peace and human
understanding, while it is a Unesco recom- _

~mended book for that purpose.

2. “Little Tord Fauntleroy” which
is considered one of the world’s greatest
children literature in the sence that it .
will serve as'a modcl for children to
behave in life with emph&sm on kindness,

good manner and gracious respect to the

elder; and most mgmfzcant 18 human
understandlng

The Development of Libraries

instilled

After having to youths

reading” babit and convinced them to

realize the great value of books, it is

Imperative to take them to the source of




“Thailand s National Book Week

bocks where they can find them. Here

comes the real function of a library.

- While the well-planned library deve-
lopment is also an .if.:em included in the
Program of Action suggested by Unesco,
it i3 good fortune of Thai Library Asso-
ciation to be able to set up a model
public library, with my initiative and
through gracious contribution of Mr. Uden
Tejapaipulya, owner and managing—direc-
tor of the Metropolital Bank of Bangkok.

This very model public library is

located at 1740 Phetburi Extension street
near the Japanese Embassy with two—story
space in a new modern building complete
with children’s corner.  The location is
- an ideal one for a Ybrary, with an
existence of several schools, both public
and private, functioning in the neighbor-
hood:; it is expected that the library
service will be duty extended to them.
Thai Library Association funishes technical
know-how as well the provision of a
"qualified chief Iibrarian.

Y

While the preparat:on and armrange-
ment of the new library is under way;
the functioning operation will be forth
coming. But the official opening will he
sometime during the Naticnal Book Weels,
to be in line with the commenmoration
of the International Bock Year.

In conclusion,
tools of knowledge. Books make man
great. (reat men are, {0 a great extent,
those who appreach and make use of'

hooks. Men who know books and are
riear books do not nécessarily go to unjver-

sity to be educated, as Thomas Carlyle ever -

wisely says: “the university of to—day is
the collection of books.”

To commemorate the Intermational
Book Year as well as the operation of
the “National Book Week,” the Thai
Library Association wishes only to display -
the summation of the whole concept:

1. The role of books in society; and
library is the source to make access to
books. : '

2. Library is ‘a
education.

true strenght in

books are effective
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