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Amohg the large variety of libra-

ries in the United States, it is possible
to point out four principle types. The
Kfirst of these is the governmental
library which is maintained for the
purpose of providing necessary reséarch
assistance for 1egisléto'rs. While many
States and bodies of Vlo'cal government
support s’uch libraries, the 'outstanding
example of this type is the library of
Congress in Washington D.C. This
library, aside from providing informa-
tion to the Congress of the United

States, performs also a second function.

AMERICAN LIBRARIES
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or a large quantity of books, music,
~and films, acquiring as it does publica-
and other materials as

" Hons they

;appe&f all over the world. The library

. of Congress maintains a nation - wide -

_union catalogue and thereby serves as

z;::a.n intelligehce center for research
scholars throughout the country.
University libraries need no

description. Their collections are intended
for use primarily by two groups, for
undergradﬂate studénts, and for older

students and  scholars engaged in

research. In the United States such

e

‘Widener Library at Harvard Uhiversity,

which keeps large collections of research
materials, i. e., periodicalé and older
‘publications, from many countries and
iin' many languages, to very modest

college libraries which contain only

Sufficient

for undergraduate use.

- Tt serves asa kind of national repository -

CTsind

Jlibraries range in size from one like

secondary source materials -
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As a third type of library we can
point to what might be called special
collection libraries. This category
would include colections supported by
governmental units, such as a country
law well as

libraries, as privately

endowed libraries with small select

collections. The latter will often have
begun as wsome wealthy collectors’ private
library, which later acquired a quasi-
public status through the generosity of

the owner’s will.
usually makes its facilities available‘ to
the public or to research scholars, or
forms a kind of specialized museum;
depending on the nature of the material

it eontains.

The most important library type
for our purpose here, and perhaﬁs the
“most typical of American libraries, is
the public library  Public libraries in

the United States are

generally

distinguished by three principles of

S
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operatioﬁ: First, they are supported

. and administered by local government

county, state ),

( city, not by the

natienal govei*nment. Secondly;, they

. operate as free public lending institutions.

They not only permit but they encourage
the widest possible use of their resources

by the public. The third principle
(13 9

* is suggested by the word encourage

Public libraries in the United States do

not simply exist'vas a passive Tresource
for recreation .in the community ; in
general, they try to promote the use of
good books. Most librarians regard their
profession as 1n essence an educational
one.
be a positive source of public enlighten-
nﬂent.

There is fairly general agréement
in i;he United States in identitying the
funétionsbf a ]éublie library. Its most

important function is that of educa-

tion. A prominent librarian has said

The library, in their view, should -
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“that the public library exists to
- disseminate significant ideas. Indeed it

is as an educational institution that the
‘public-library justifies its existence in
a democracy. The distaste that the
founding fathers of my country felt for
the ecapriciousness of dictatorship (the
word one would use nowadays) \vabs

matched by their fear of mob rule. For

a democracy to succeed, it requires an

‘ enlightened electorate capable of exerci-

sing informed judgment in matters of

public import. The library, along with

the schools, has just this logical basis-
its function

is to help provide the

enlightenment which the publie requires.

The public library further serves

as a source of information. In this

capacity it provides simple reference

‘materials and, in the larger libraries,

some of the tools of scholarly research.
The final important function of the

public library is to provide recreation:
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- Even in this case, however, an element
j‘of education exists in so far as the library
contains

a predominant portion of

:' ‘ 29 . .
. good  books even in its fietion
i collections.

- The American attitude that it is

g library is based on faith in its role as

institution.

~

an  educational Librarians

 are confident that wider use of the
library is a good thing for the commu-
nity, and therefore take steps to increase
;‘itsv popu]arify.

; The tools then for the promotion
 of library wuse in the community are
iﬁthe books selected for the library, its
jistaff, and the relationship which they
festablish with other agenciesg,
| tions, and groups in the community.
We might divide our consideration
t library promotion methods into two
- aspects: what is done inside the library
:fand what is done outside it.

In the

;first place, the very arrangement of

desirable to promote public use of the

organiza-
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library materials can serve to make

them more accessible. The creation of a

3 :
separate children s section from the

main body of the library, for example,
not only make these books easier for
to find, the

‘children but prevents

distraction of older library users.

Similarly, it is stan.dard practise to
isolate to some special- collections like
réferenoe works, periodicals, and books
in foreign languages. Of  specific

prbmotional activities, almost any public

blirbrary in the TUnited States will have

. at least some display of new books or

brooks on given subjects, in order to
draw these to the public,s attention.
Many libraries publish ’01' memeograph
lists of books on various topics, or new
acquisitions, for the same purpose. Some
libraries make use of extensive window

displays and even fullfledged exhibits

on books or subjects of interest fto ‘the

community.
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Libraries in general conduct some

kinds of programs. Programs such as

. Jectures, films. concerts, etc. can have

two purposes. They can be planned

sjmplj to attract people into the library;

they‘ can and wusually do have the

| additional purposes of communicating

Some * significant idea ", Most libraries
have at leastbthev familiar children story
,, hour, or some equivalent of it. Séme
i{’have book revie‘xfs

an adult audience.

The bookmobile and a library
. extension service in a  sense carry the

inside activities of the library outside.

- These services are methods of providing

_in a 0011venié11t'manner some of the
1 services of the library to a wider public
. than that which enters its doors:;
bookmobile especially has been useful

in -solving a difficult

. problem which sometimes existsin poor

. '
WYY

and discussions for

The

community

. &&F

£ % c'v o o ae A .
Winadaana o Tusinazan 1T ans
X o A
\ mummmm%unmmm

ih3nm, mimﬂmwaum MTUTTION

° v Ko
LOSTIHMTENEN mITAT w1

A
AUAT
Nﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘iumﬂ@imﬂ?gm‘i Urzmsurn 4
\AANANAG mﬂmm@umuumu‘lwmmw-

TITH m“mimm Lw'amumm@mﬂﬂﬂ

'mﬂmuﬂﬂmuﬂu@miy ﬁm@uﬂmumn

mwmﬂmmmmmuﬂamm mrﬂm

SMILIAN mm‘mmmumﬂ ‘lﬁqmm

A

Lﬁmmmnu mumﬂmﬂﬂmm?nmd

mﬂmmmmmmﬂ Wt mremTy
@mﬁﬂwmuma
’
ﬂizmswam

j‘ﬂﬁumﬂlﬂ'ﬂﬂuﬂ _

ummmmm@u s aunuesn Ugaua

1=

e e uumumrmnrﬂnﬁumﬂummﬁm

-

@m"lﬁ@mauﬂn mmmuumucﬁm?

P2 |
mmﬂ dlanzhegzaon Trinanssane
n & o ar
ﬂmmm‘ﬁmﬁumuum mnnuuwmmzﬂu
nﬁnfmmumnnmmmmmeﬂﬂuma‘ ~

@Hm@ﬂﬂﬂ mﬁmﬁgmﬂ@ﬂummﬂmu

. i
mn‘luﬂmm"lmqﬁmmmmmzﬁmu g

Y a % o 2 v A ¢’=
TwineaTannaunuAney wTelu

neInUN




&b

or thinly populated sections. In such
areas it is often too costly for any one
governmental unit to supporta library.
A bookmobile operation, jointly supported
“ by Several counties or communities has
solution this

been one applied to-

problem.

The heart of the modern ap-
proach‘ to promoting library use and
library awareness lies, however, in
the work_ of the library staff with
other organization. The most wide-

| spread example of this practise is

. ,
probably the library s work with schools.

This may take

several but

forms,
commonly it consists of a program
where  librarians give book talks in
school classroms, and school children
are brought to the library to learn how
to use it. Librarians‘ often work with
adults in -Parent- Teacher Associations
“in a Similar manner. The principle

} o
purpose of the librarian & work in thege
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situations is, of course, t0 encourage

good reading habits.

In various ways, but with the
same end in mind, library staffs work
‘with other community organizations and
groups: churches; labor unions, business
éroups,, service clubs, ete. This work

may range from helping the group set

up its own library, to merely encourag-

2 . N
ing them to use the library s’ resources

for furnishing information.

Library cémmunity work has in
recent years changed character in part;
Much of the library staff s work with
community groups may now be aimed
at community improvement in general,
rather than specifically
-promote library use. The librarian niay
be called upon to be a member of a
commuﬁity council, to sit in on a
public fqrum on school problems, or to
join a c_ommittee intérested in realizing

some public welfare program like slum

clearance. There have been cages where

: @mmzmﬂ@ummmﬂﬂ

intended to

EON

o Adad 1 o

ENN"J‘EFIN ‘V] ﬂﬂWﬂ‘]%JQ‘ﬁ LLﬂﬂﬂQ?.E
2 Sy .
uuﬂmmmm

ﬁm@mmmumunumﬂmmusv] 5

Tfurdﬂ, @VimWﬂTTNﬂT, unm‘mﬁz aluds

=
Lma’ﬂu “'] f}ﬂ J?ML?IHHT]’W%LTNP’IHWJH

A U4 %
mimmﬁ@ﬂﬂgmuumﬁmmmu mf}

] a o 2 o nj& A4
@umuflmmﬁmmgﬂnflfaﬁm@@mﬂﬂu

P24 & A
ﬁﬂmz}lmuumimmmummg

g] 4 K ° P 74
LHTIHSLTA “'] uﬂ'ITW'l\ﬁWIlﬂ(TL@'TWHT

mm‘ﬁmﬁu mnuﬂrzﬁmun"lﬂ wamnos

9/‘\9/

aonlihihg mumummj‘mmmmﬂm'

ﬁwmrgummunuﬂmmmuu ‘E]’I@WJE!;

ru omﬂﬁnmﬂw AzgaH 0D n ﬂfmruuu u

Az 22 o

j MIATUNINNN mmﬂﬂ mtmﬂﬁgm
o e

pﬂwm@gm vrranTnsealrruFy

9/4‘ a A Aa a;é,

slmuwcﬁmﬁmmﬂﬂmmuu N uasHdnTn

a1 1 Vs mmﬂuummfmﬂﬂa‘mmu
1n mﬂmnnuﬂm,mmmmumm@u‘lm
1Wﬂmmwrmmnslum@mmw IR9LTITVTH

awra A

mumﬂummmmmuwﬂnmﬂmum"l:ﬂ:

A g 1 Kd 2 .
RN gion mwmmmum ﬁm@gﬂmzm




&

‘the library staff instigated such
: programs. And in fact, the library can
“‘independently isfue materials of an
-educational nature, for the purpose of
.combatting some current social problem.
" “The Detroit libraryk’s issuance - of
inaterials on marriage problems during
‘the war is a cése of this kind.

Obstacles to greater -library .use

-exist everywhere, of course. In. the
United States, those treated below seem
“to be important problems.

The librarian must at times
‘overcome the opposition of his
parent political authority to programs

he wishes to putinto effect.  Some
political bodies are less enlightened than
others, while all feel voter pressure ‘to
‘keep expenses down. Especially in caées
‘where inter-jurisdictional cooperation is
the librarian’s problem can

required,

be great. If, for example, a state library

:service wishes to institute a bookmobile

program through several rural counties,
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" to which the several counties -are

required to contribute funds, it may
take a good deal of effort to ~persuade

the Vseveraly counties that their population

will benefit in proportion to the
monetary contribution they are arsked
to make.

Any book program in fhe \}\U.S.
faces a major problem in the
competition for public attention
provided by. the omnipresence of
television and radio, and the‘ whole
general hurried pattern of living
in that country> The lib;ar}*,s entire

promotional program is directed against

these rivals.

- A third obstacle is the school’s

failure to inculcate good reading

habits in the younger population.
To what degree the fault lies with the
in this matter is

schools perhaps

debatable, but the fact that

not a very wide - spread

reading is

gerious
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‘occupation among the majority of adolrés-
xcehts and young adults, is, I believe,
-evident. This is a problem which faces
~ both the schools and the libraries. Their
-cooperation in the manner mentioned
v..above is one method of 6vercoming the
Lfailing.
‘interest themselves in school matters in
‘their communities, especially in cur-
:rim:lum policies.
The last great obstacle I would
mention is lack of funds. This is
-only a relative obstacle, of course, since

“there is a great deal of money in the

United States and municipal and county

‘budgets are growing rapidly. There ig, -

" however, also’ a constantly growing

‘demand for these tax money. The tax
payers strongly resist increasing budgets
for social services and several powerful
”vs‘ocial agencies, welfare and schools, to
‘name - two,

compete strongly with

libraries for the available funds.

Librarians must, however, also
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With all  this, the librarians

j;"position in the American social scheme
s changing. There exists still in the
?‘United Statesa stereotype' on the libra-
old lddy, meek and

rian: a mnice,

“sheltered, bookish of course, who

resembles the stereotype of th;a school-
;"teacher, except‘that thé overtonés of
;affectioﬁate recollection of ome7s younger
;"they-are not 8o gtrong. This stereotype
.~ is still alive, but is now perhaps begin-
1‘-nir}1g‘ to give way to‘ an image of ‘the
_ librarian as a member of a profession,
skilled and specialized, the product -of
years of academic training. The head
-:»of the hbrary is now usually a perSon
- of some importaneg in his cpmmunity.

© As far as salaries are concerned, the

9 .
. librarian s position would seem to be .

. improving, but it still lags behind that

-of the school teacher and, needless to

say, most other professions.
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In conclusion it might be remarked
that progressive library programs and
the attitude that the librarians should
promote. the use of libraries asa benign

influence in the comniunity are no
doubt issuing and spreading from the
larger libraries and library systems, in
the main. However, statistically at least,
the United States is still a country of
small 1ibrarie§. Many of these, with
li:mit;ed. reswfces, are doing as much
large

for their communities as the:

institutions. The most cheerful aspect
of the whole library program in the
United States, from the largest down to
the smallest, is the pervading philosophy
that the books are there to be used by
the public, freely and without restriction

the shelves are open and the libraries

* welcome business.
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