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 THE CHALLENGE TO OUR INTELLECTUAL RESOURCES

I would like to expressf&ﬁy 'rtha/nkrs : Ato ‘yéﬁ’ and to your as,éocia‘tes; »fO_l":'
having i'rnvvited me to address this Eaét-West dinrier. prec‘ediﬁg the arnn"tiarl ‘j i
meeting 70fv'th>e American leraly A'srsbciatlron”vand to. tell yoﬁ how pleased’ I a;m"
that yoﬁ ére- iiie;éting’ in San ,Francisc@. 1 would also like to say how happy I 1‘
ém that many librarians from foj'eign countries aiﬁe able to’participatbe ivnv'you‘f '
meetings as evidence of thé,great iﬁlportance that tﬁe: YALVA' has inr encouragi‘ng‘ ; ) :
closer cultural relations among nations. - | » 7 |
_ -Although you alqued me complete freedoni in ‘selecting the suquct
on. wﬁic}i._ I “would speak to you, you may haxlfe-‘had 111 mi‘ndfth_at' I \;ouldl"choqse.‘
~a-subject related to Asia. '.I‘his\ might have seemed to fit the theme of fhis BSa’sf—
West Dinner, your meeting place here in the Far Fast Cafe oﬁ th(; shor.es,\of‘r
the Pavcifvic,i as well as ‘my own mo‘st;immedia’te preo’écupavtions as Presidépt of- o
The Asia Foundation. | | | :
However, I chose differently én_d hope that this does not ,diéappoéntx .
you. When I thought of this gathering and of the members of the‘ Anaeriéam

_ Library AsSociati’on ~who would be attending it, - I found that my mind kept =
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turning to the subject of books and }eaming\.‘ I théught of - you as the- custodiang
and champions of éuz‘_ intellectual heritage. As in my mind I went over the
subjects ‘that the American Library Association will be discussing this week, an’di
'-as I thought of the int;arest of this ‘group in international affairs, I tried to imt
the purposes of the Asseeiéti,on in a broad perspective that establishes their relevance
to the grave . problems that are troubling us all. So I‘selected as my subjeet for
t:his evening “ The - Challeige To Our Intellectual Resources 7 because I wanted
 to speak to you about the way in which the task of all of us who are trying té’
serve the ends of human dignity and free society has been made more urgent
-and more difficult by some of the changes taking ‘plaee in the world. Tt (
_is within this broader framework that T want to put the theme of KEast-West
yelations that has inspired this gathering.

Iﬁ has become almost; trite to safy' that the United States can. ﬁo Ionger
: “live in isolation. Yet I am not sure that we have t‘tu understood what we
mean by this or that we have drawn the pertinent and necessary' conclusions.
We have underétood that our foreign policy and  our national defense are
affected by what is happening around the world, but we have not yet. adequateli
rrealized that more fuﬁdamental matters than these are invo]ye& in the challenges i
that face our -nation. Is it not, after all, our ways of thinking, our ethical‘ﬂ'i
judgments, and our standards of value that underlie our conduct, power and
decisions as a nation as well as our personal satisfactions as individuals ?

For example, we have tended to wake sweeping generali.zations‘from'our

own limited national experience and assume that other peoples throughout the
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world- -1e§s fortuna*e and thereEore presumed to be less v1rtuous tha.n We--yearned
to emulate us at the earliest opportumty Our experlence led us- to believe that
- 2conomic development could only flOU.I‘lS‘h under a system of pr1va’ce enterprlse,
: that sc1entvfzc achzevemem was a product of a liberal outlook a,nd that material
: strength was a speezai reward for Chrlstmn virtue. Today our eyes tell us that
- these a‘s‘sumptions are notnécessarily true, but our hearts refiise to believe the -
- evidence. Nanethele g, we are forced to question some of these earher assump‘mone

and we feel frustrated and puzzled.

Let us lodk at senire of the thihgs that have hapéened.

The United States has not merely become a leadmg power in the world_,‘
Wzth all of the I‘GSPO}’lSlblhtleS and worries that this lmphes for our forewn
commitments, our’ namonal defense and our eeonomrc policy. Our lnvolvement ’

goes much more deeply than this. Science which we had thought could only be

a noble instrument of pr-ogress:h‘as revealed the awful purposes of destruction to
Whluh man can put 1t, es;x - - or should I say eSpeela.lly --in the name of peace |
'md 3uat1ee We are trouble& by this seemmg contradwhon between our peaceful
purposes and ‘the weapons we create. We need to understand better than we now-
do the re‘lationship.vbe’tween the fallibiliiy and imperfect moréiit_y »of' man e,nd tI}e

material power that he has ledrned to fa’shion and wield.

Poh‘meal SvStemq that we have alternately despxsed for their evil and
feared for thezr ruthlesmeas have revealed a strencrth and durability that we have

been”loath to recognize. Tt hag not heen eaSy to recenei}e‘ these’ achievements,with’




(e of all, in my opinion, this challenge teaches us the need for what ~ Dr. Robert

Cedl | | o NyEITHaNdg

s .ouri self-righteoﬁsness. the assuredness born of epr remarkable national accom
plisﬁmenfs has been shocked. Today, to our bitter surprise and to the consternation
of ‘some, we see that it is notrenough -to scorn and underestimate eur adversarigg
In spite of our abhorrence of their political' systems and their 'method
of repressionv in the name of progress, they have, in fact, achieved strenét
‘a,nd prestwe atr home and abroad More recently, we have even reluctantly :

conoluded that we have perhaps somethmg to lear n from them.  Most unpmtan. :

Oppenhe1me1 has called an ‘inward look” at ourselves. This will bett-er equip us"
»ito offer the world a vision oorreSpondmg to the needs of the times and help us
‘to make that vision a reality.

| As a result of our feaf;'s for own our society which seemed to 1'53»‘:?}3
i;chreatened for the first time in peacetime, 'o;ur initial response was to meet the
challenge by ’defensive reaction at home. It did not occur to us that thvere";
' 'inight be weaknesses in our own outlook that hampered our ability to understand

the sfcua,tmn in whlch we found ourselves after the end of the ‘war ‘and that.'}?

dlbcouraged o‘chel nations from willingly accephnrv our leade1sh1p It happened,ﬁ

13140 that, preoccupied as we Wele with the communist threat and being unw 1lhng"’f_{
‘vto reeogniee communist accomplishments, we failed to pevceive that many of the §
i 7'7prroblrems facing us would have faced us an&way had there been mno. communism‘;-"f
The second half of ‘the twentieth century is a period of \scientiﬁc, social ‘and\v"’é‘
political change, and much of what is happening would have been upon us even

‘it Lenin and his followers had not taken power in 1917 and Mao Tse - tung in
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1949. The communist threat obscured and'vdiv,stor_tedwour”;unders’tan,d'ing"“of “other -
~pfobléms'req;1iring our attentidn_r, that go. deeplfr ‘intdr the - Fnatu?e of -our. society
and its reiationships to the ehanging world in:vvvh:i:ch we live.

* Recent years have seen our eyes opened to some of these other pr.ébleﬁaé

- a8 well, and it is imperative that we do our utmost to understand them. A world

- dominated by the Christian West which had grewn to regard its superiority as anﬁjk i

~eternal truth of human history is being transfformed betore our>eyes The peoples'

“of Asm, the M]ddle East and Afrlca are seeking thelr place in the san, and -

the political and economic doctrines taught them by the West are eating away at
their ti‘aai'tionalvrsocieties. No one knows what x;vill come in ﬁtheir place, but no
’one‘ can deny ﬂ}&t» Wh.at is emefginé will be of‘ immense importance. It élready o
is. The mold ojé‘ history" t’hat shapes thege natidné is not the same as ours, and
: thgy wiﬂ not emerge inb our image. But 1t is our responsi@lit”y to understand
these. forces of history .and help shape a mutual adjustment and féla’cionship that

- recognize their needs and our interests. A special obligation rests with us as the ..

stronger power to assist them in the aohieyvemen’t of - their riO"htful national aspi_ra:::,_.“. :

tions. We need to be qu1te clear, however, about one thmg. The perlod when we .

can loox upon these peoples with condesaensxon and contempt is. past, and we .. -

“will ignore this only at our peril.' The sweep of’ histbry having overtaken them
must not now leave us Pe’hind in smug contentment with the stale slogahsr of a 3

dead era.

We have observed, to our surprise and disappointméﬁt, that these new

nations as they have achieved their indépeﬁdence ,,h.ave‘ not necessarily adopféd
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the system of democracy, traditions of liberajlism and economic doctrines \Whié
we assumed represented the ultimate and naturally most desirable goal ofial
right-thipking nations. Instead, responding to ‘theirbwn traditions and experie;;c‘
and to influences from the outside world, they :l}ave devised. political ang
: e}conomic forms of which we do not always approve. Yet, we have observed ip
d‘ismay that our approval or disapproval is not always important in influenvcivng
the deoyisions, the development and the sympatlﬁes of other countries. V
| Thus, we have seen that the world is changing and that we are
eonf'ronted by - new, and, to some extent, ierrifying challenges. We have'
reaiized that we,i no longer 'iiire) in isolation, but we have not yet adjusted our
outioo?z to: this situation.‘ The pavst ten ycars have been very difficult ones dﬁring_ :
which we have exérted ouréel;res to strengthen our ginews, build up the forces of
our friends, and denounce apd weakén our adversaries. . The'frustratiﬁg impotencer
of our power to inake our national will felt in overcoming all obstacles has
demonstrated that these actions, however necessary, are not ‘adéquate. They deal
only with the more obvious poliﬁcal ,featuif_es of the present crisis and do not'go
deeply into the profound social and’ cultural changes that are,overtaking all
'nations.i I{. is not merely the exi‘s'tence and potential of nuclear weapons and
guided missiles that have brought all of us closer together, bnt ideas as welil,.:
with the meeting of ‘national destinies and the interplay of social and cultu;ﬁf
influences.
It is going to také time for us to understand these new developmer;ts

and adjust our outlook and attitndes toward them. It is imperative, however,

that we arm ourselves ihtellectually and emotionally for a world that ‘is “quite
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different from thé relatively. quiet_ and isolated one that we have known. As the
life of the individual citizen  has -become easier, that of the nation  has become
more difficult. It may even be that in this contradiction there lies a Weakness;
because we have lost the simiple fa.iths-that made us resolute.

-1 am afraid, hoﬁvever, that simple faiths alone will not solve our complex -
- problems ‘of alieviate those of the world. Imagination, ideas; and ﬁnderstandin/g
are also needed. I do mot think we have yet realized this. Is it mot revealing,
for exampie_, that our growing material St;'ength ‘and our response to the pfesenh
world - erisis éhould be accompanied by greater deman@s for intellectual, social and-
moral: conformity ? At thve‘ véry time that Wé» have been in desperate »need‘ for
ideas, we have derisi?el'y denoﬁnc,:ed. those cur{iouslay. Adissimila;* twins the “'lor{g -
ha»:n*s 7 and the N egg - heads ”. Hax.re we forgotten tha{t Karl Marx was mefe]y a
writer- of books and that the American apd French revolutions found their
ix%lspira’oion in the Encyclépedists of the eighteenth cel}tury? Was ) it not
distinguished men of i'd_easi who first gave our npation an imprint that still
endures ¢

There are signs- that‘we are becoming more alert to some of these
ﬁroblems. Ré’cently ‘a good deal of attention has beén paid to the stateof American
education. We have begun to wonder whether an educational doctrine that
émphasizes social conformity and that sees 'in academic excellence an enemy of

55

democracy is really what we need. It is paradoxical that the concentrated attentioh

our -educational system  is now vreceiving came about largely- .because. of our .
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realization that the communist‘ countriesb had made remarkable strides in edncatio
at the very time when it was good form in the United States to discredit an
underestimate their achievements. The launching of the first sputnik was the
'startling alarm that éwakened us to a problem that was there all the };ime.

The issues have now been well drawn for us by a number of competent
observeré. Juét a month ago the vmer‘nbers of an American educational mission”
to the Soviet Union headed by Dr. Lawrence Derthiqk, “Commissioner of the Officg:
of Education, reported that what struck them most during their visit was what
they called the “ total commitment to education ”. thaﬁ they found. Although our |

educational system has made remarkable contributions to the development of -

/America, and the public school and public library are enduring symbols of our *f

) ¢
heritage, can we truthfully say that we have a

‘ otal commitment to education L
I am afraid that fhis is not to be found even in the schools themselves, and in 1
this respect the schools are a reflection of thé temper of thve country. Inte}lectual' |
excellence has been given a secondary place to the self - indulgent misapplicatiog
of democratic“theories of eduéation. It is not in a climate such as this that we =
can rise to the challenge that has been presented to us or that our imaginations
can be aroused and our wWits sharpened so that we will successfully wunderstand 7
the problems that face us and pursue the tasks necessar& to overcome them.

I would like to quote from the reg;ort on education significantly entitled

194 . 3
The Pursuit of Excellence‘, of the commission set up by the Rockefeller Brothers

-Fund. Here is what this group headed by John Gardner, President of the Carnegie
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Corporation, had to say only three‘weeks ago : “"A nation only achieves the kind

ofvgreatness it seeks and understands. Only if we vaiue intellectual excellence

shall we have it...If we ask what our éociety inspires in t-he’ way of high Der‘-

formance we are led fo the conclusion that we may have, to a éi;artling degree,

" lost the giﬂ for demanding high performance of ourselves ”. ’
What this m‘eans' is that if we WiSh‘ té fulf{ll our .responsibility as a '
leader of free peoples, we‘ must‘svhow the same .measure of d.eterminat‘ion. and of

. discipline.through our own democratic methods that other countries Show t-hroughr

- their authoritarian ways. If we take. the easy way éuf ﬁnd interpret a free society

- t0' mean’that its members are free to do as they choose, then we would de'servé

the fate awaiting us. We need to encourage the intellectual and cultural vitality
of which we see signs ail about us but which is not today receiving sufficient

_ attention. Wé must bring about a .greater sense of moral and social responsibility
and not confuse this with socié] conformity. These great purposes must not be

allowed to languish for Wapt of éuplaort at a time when far Iéss worthy - causes are

pan£pered with attention and corrupted by public ac‘c}&i\m:

We have in America a great trad:lition‘ of the pursuit of knowledge, ‘and
we must not diminish this. But at the same time I think it ts important that we
ask ourselves what it is tha; we are trying to lknow. What is this‘ knowledge
for ¢ In recent years we hit on the phrase ¢ know - how s if that were the

ultimate goal of knowledge and the test of its success. This is. certainly one test

13 2 : ‘
and an important one, but. know-how is only an end product. We have
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learned that merely exporting know - how is not the answer to our problemg

Moreover, we are mnot as certain now as we were a few years ago that on t}

ground we are unbeatable.

Perhaps this will help emphasize that Wﬁat education and knowledg

must be prmclpally concerned with is not techniques but depth of underatandlng,’

human pelsonahty, intellectual achievement, and social purposes. These need +t ;

be continually renewed, stimulated and re-examined if we are to keep ourselve

® . 113 9 . [ 9
and our senses alive. Along with the know-how we need more know-why

13 . 9 11 bh] (33 99
know thy neighbor , and know thyself Otherwise the know -how wi

dry up and be sterile. We must constantly review and reformulate our doctri,nes{'{r

and the sources of our knowledge and underst-ahding of ourselves and of the Worl‘d.;[,;
Let us not go down in history as the nation with the greatest guiz programs.
Tt is necessary for us to look abroad as well as at home in improving_‘é

our understanding of what is going on in the world. Both politically and

-geographically we and_other nations have moved closer together. In recent yeai-.s“:
we have rpoved vigorously and even frantically to send thousands of Americ.ané;;:i
throughout thg world toldevelop speedy measures of military de‘fensegleconomic
development and political aiignment. Yet we lag far behind in our knowledge of
4':,»’" the  cultures, languages, histories and aspirations of the very nations that v’ve:‘;

presume to influence. The public interest in foreign conntries can be read on the

front pageé of our newspapers. We need to go far beyond that, and, probing behind

the latest international crisis, we must deepen our understanding of the foreign
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peoples with whom our destiny is linked. They do not behave as we do, nor do
they all aspire to be as we are. Bach in its way and with ite assets and limita-

tions is trying to fulfill its own national tradition. If we expect them to under-

stand us and be friendly to our national purposes we must make a greater effort :

than we have made to understand them. If we want to help them, whether our
motives be benevolent or narrowly political, we must try to see their problems ag
they do and leave our arrogance behind. The time is past, if it ever was here,

when we could 1601; at the rest of the world With indifference or condescension. .

Our successes have been so great and.our sociéty so boun@iful kthat it is
not unnatural for us to assume that we can continue with the sa;mev assumptions
that we have‘had in the past. But I think thi‘v‘s would be 'a serious and perhaps a
fatal mistake. We cannot take it for granted that everything will continue as it
always has been and that there will be an ineviﬁable happy ending regardless of

carefree self - indulgence, temporary misfortunes and hairbreadih escapes.

I realize that the i:ind'of effort and self - discipline that I am speaking
of are not é;.sy .to reconcile with the traditions and- institutions of a free society.
This can be done, however, if the will is there and the attempt is made. Of one
thing I am certain. If ‘we do not establish higher standards and stricter discipli'né/

for ourselves these will most surely be imposed on ug by the course of historj,

and probably in much more unpleasant forms.

ﬁ . . X
Perhaps I should apologize to you for having initroduced such a “sub-

. stantial and seemingly unpleasant subject this evening on the eve of your meetings.‘
‘ ] o

I do believe, however, that what I have had to say is very 'directly related to what




you will be talking about this week. For whether you talk about library organi-

zation, services, staffing, cataloguing or all the other matters that will draw youp

attention, you must ultimately have in mind the purpose that you are trying .to
serve. As T see it, that purpose is to make available the heritage of Wi-Sdomr

" beauty, infromation and learning that is on your shelves. This heritage must

- become a very real part of our lives and contribute to § more enlightened under-.

standing of the world in which we live so that we may better fulfill our

responsibilities. Your efforts will have been nobly rewarded if this great goal c:;,n

be served.
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The Natlonal lerary of Thailand

T. Ama.tyakul
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History
The National Library of Thailand
has been organized differently from othér
moedern libraries from ite very begé?ming.

The_right system of a library should be a

free organization or institute established

ander a Royal Decree in the arrangement

of various ‘sect‘ions involved in the
library, such sas f.he Sécretary Section,
Card Cétaloging Seotion, General Re-
ference Seotion, Circulation Section and
80 oB, but the National Library has its
evolution from small libraries to the
pies_ent_. National Librarry‘f without any
up-to-date ijrary Law that should have

bee{x enaoted by the Government to
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 support its functions as has been

L promﬁlgatad in other libraries like those

in the United States of America and Japan.
; In order to appreciate everything earily,

we should like to give a bnef information

. a8 to how the small - l1branes have been

:’:';, evolyed into the present  National
, 'Lk_ibrary.
> In-1783 King Yotfah Chulalok, the
‘first sovereign of the Gﬁakri Dynasty
_Of Thailand founded in the Grand Palacs
‘in Bangkok a library for the purpose. of
: preserving éh'e Royal Editions of the
Tripitaké (Sacred Canon ) This library
was named - “ The Mandira Dhamma
L'ibrarj ” Five years later, in 1788,

the building of this library was acci-

dentally burnt down, and & new building,

thus, ‘was built and named after the
p'févioué one.

In 1900 King Chulalongkornr,‘ the
‘flﬂ’.h bovere1gn of the dynasty, foanded

a Bnddh;st monastery called Wat Ben
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established ‘in the compodn,d cof * this

tﬁunas‘tery for the collection o f general
Buddhist 'scriptures. it was ;zalled " The
Buddhasasanasangaha Librarj K

' Howevérz both the Mandira Dha‘.mm‘a
Librarly and the Buddhasasanasangaha
Library Were‘ iniendegi only t'o preserve
ancient Buddhist seriptures snd manus-
‘cripts and ccdid n"ot be eonsidered as a
reé_l library because no researeh or study
by the public v‘;as ia‘llowed tOl be done
hérein.

In 1881, Kin‘g Ohulalﬁn.gkorn,

together with other- members of the

Royal Family donated some of their

own property inherited from the late

King Mongkut for the construction of .

. : 13
another library, called  The Vajirayan

91
Library in honour of the religious name

of King M_\)x;gkut,vwhen His Majesty

was in the priesthood, before His

accession to the throne,

£

7
Royalty and the Library s members could

and a Library was also -
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make uge of ity reading rooms, and it

was particularly situated in the precinets

of the Grand Palace. ,

Later in 1905, King Chulalonéqun
waﬁted to berecta; permanent building
interest | as

for public

~souvenir for His Royal father, King

Mongkut.'He then .ordere& the amalgama-
‘tion of the three libraries the Mandira
Dhamma, the Buddhasasanasangaha in
- which all Buddhist Scriptures were kept,
and the the

Vajirayaun for all printed

Thai and foreign books into one

permanent library building, called “The
Vajirayaﬁ National Library K which has
since been opened to the public. 4

All other stone ipscriptions, palm—
-leaf manuscripts, and lacquer and< gilt
book-eases were later putin Vthis library.
"Ehp great gift of persoﬁal books togethc;r
with the book—oases of King Vajiravudh,
the sixth sovereign, was presented by

King Préjadbipok, His Succesdor, to the

Vajirayan National Library on Janusry

o 2 P ,
WTSLIN ANLAA WTZRANINGT 18T BY Mo Q'J

W? @G“‘!'BNLU@‘H@’TBH%Q

an  honoured . mﬂmm‘a@mﬂméa B fuonaT U ey

| .
MIMIINBITNg
§

2

3

'ﬁﬂ@mmmfywm mmuwummmn m
mmawmmaﬂumtwﬁ

s ]
mﬁmm WA w&déad WISUMGNIR]

v o ! e

4
NWT"T’HM‘I‘ ¢

e muwmnmmémmwu‘ muﬁmﬂmﬁ”
ﬂﬂﬂm‘lmoumﬁgﬂm oUW AEMR
WITAUTTIITH . MennsAdudanns
sﬁaLumﬁﬂm'mmnwﬁlmﬁgmmmﬁigﬂ
mmﬂuwmm@m e m@um%ﬁqu
mmuﬂmﬁm 7 iy vaada nnlne s
mmmamzmﬁ mum@gm@wmum: ]

ﬁﬂﬂmﬁquﬂ?"ﬁﬁmﬁﬂm%;’

Ve ¥

ﬁﬂmmmmﬂu m@muu“lm AILALIANY

wnT

O‘E?/A 1

mumm ummmm@mum L‘iff’ii’ﬂfﬂ

WanT? ﬁﬂm‘,ﬁfmmmWTUWT uﬂ? LM
mamn‘lmcmqu uITM AN 8771 A "

qi@wua@ﬂmmﬂumﬂum 1

@HWTBH
’ ' I ] A o A
ﬂgmmwma ATUABNUNAIUN b §
L
HATIAN WA wéod wa*:mm@mm
I ar
NI ﬁnmmmm w3 1 NI mu Tﬁrmmn

Y oA

"lﬂm Tﬂmuﬂmﬂmoummmmﬂ *m

& .
lUW&NUﬂ@WWLmﬂ 283 WIS émm



' B i - A
nodNAurInIAYDIYszing Iny

29 thy, 1925. This camsed His

Highness Prince Damrong .Rajanubﬁab,-
then the President of the Vajirrayan
National Libfary to improve the library
serviees by removing the manuscripts,
palm-leaf manuscripts, sto;\/e inseriptions
book-cases into

and:- lacquer and gilt

: [13 ' 99
another hall, called Sivamok Phiman

in the preaent National Mvuseum situated
and gave it the original

nearby, name

X - 29
“The Vajirayan Library .All the printed

books both -old and new presented

b& King Prajadhipok have still bqen
preserved in the library building in front
of Na PhraDhat Road. This building was
13
renamed

honour of King Vajiravudh. Both the

Vajirayan Library and the Vajirai'udh

(X3

Library together were called The

L
Vajirayan National Library . When the

Royal Institute was founded on April

19 th, 1926, the Vajirayan National

Library became an organization under

Royal

e
C UTHNYALER

o X 3
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The Vajiravadh Library in
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the Royal Ipstitute by the Royal

sommand.

Later, the Department of Fine Arts
was established under an Aot issued on
May 3rd, 1934, t}}e affa;irs of the>30yal
Eéstitute; tﬁus, beeame parts of the new
and as the

Depaﬂment, Vajirayan

National Library was originally an

organization under the Royal Institute,

it, accoerdingly, had to be nnder the

authority of the Department of Fine Arts
N (%9
with its name changed to The National
9 ' o

Library

Tn 1947, Princess Poon Pismai

Diskul, the heiress of His Royal Highness
Prince Daim-ong - Rajanubhab, placed a

collection of books, documents, photo-

éraphs and some. historieal materials
which were préviously personél possessioﬁs
of her  father to the State,s eare. VThe
hooks both in Thai and foreign languages
are moreﬁhat; 7,000 volumes in number.
‘The government, therefore, construected

" snother building as a memorial library
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in honour of this prince, named

i » 99

‘ Damrong Rajanubhab Library  which
iz open to the public. Books and photo-
graphs are available fof reading and

study in the reading room of this

-building..
Fach ofytbe three libraries—the

Vajirayan, .the Vajiravadh  and the

~D‘amroﬁg Rajanubhab, is under the

responsibility of a librarian, who 1is
supervised both in technical and general

affairs by the Chief Librarian.

Organization of the National Library

As the National fgibrary is not anv
independent institute but -is only' a divisioﬁ
“under the coutrol of the Department’ of
Fine Arts, the sectioﬁs of library services

both in tecbnical and general affairs

cannot be earried out .properly. However, -

- many technical theories applied in other
modern libraries have been brought into

practice. The National Library has scught

3
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books by exchange of publications of the HNAIH ABD
National Library and of other official
a&uthorities with various fqreign libraries
and other institutes. Means of acquiring

. books are as follows:—

1. Under the Press Act, every o RTUMmN WT.LL MITNEN T4

YA ¢

publisher is obliged to give 2 copies of UNNWIZWMNABINIE LWUN nodHAute |

’Aa,;/ oA

every new issue to the National Libréry. ‘if’Wl b L@MﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂWNWVin@ﬂﬂﬂﬂA

. A a2
9. Gift. , ’ 7. UNNBY In
: o K a . ,:
3. Purchase on the budget of the M. AATHIAY IWILUTIINMABIME |
library. ' aue
' . . T A oA -
4. Exchange of official publications 3. UONIUOHUNLUGINNN nTITINT

with foreign governments and societies ﬁﬂd?ﬁlﬂ@mdﬂ:‘ A L0838 NAN

of the learned. B anmsay "
’ ) 3 . s A 4’ A 1 a '
The number of books in the Na- wisden deylu ve dyn uennly
A v% ‘

tional Library at the end of 1957 are as ﬂma.ﬂ B&oo NAIU

follows:— o
R v‘; va ¢ .v
1. Printed books 88, 501 Volumes n. “NQGﬂF‘IQWNW dd,&osa |ON
‘ ‘ ar A v A& [
2. Manusoripts 45,395 Volumes T. BGAMAUTUN  &&,mdX LOW

. Total 133,896 Volumes TAH. ana,ddo t(‘;ﬁ.




) ) . ] ‘Q\" ' n-
'uam;nmmomMﬂquzmﬁ‘lnu

Book Classification and registration

Formerly, books in the National
Library were classified according to the

1954  the

old ‘sylstem. Si‘nqe bewey
deeimal system of classifieation has been
adopted, but the arrangement according
tothis new system  requires
years mbre vbéfore it conld be completed,
as all the books in thgiNat’ional Library
both in Thai i’md fora‘ign languages
vtéigether with those newly obtained have
to be reciassified‘.anqd this hard work
demands more staff than the National

Library actually has.

" Relation with Foreign Institutes

1. Exchange of publications with -

fmeign jnstitutes has been made.

2. The National Library is also

working for the Thai Géverniﬁent fo

-

carry on the agreements
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Thai Government and ;:he Government
of the ﬁnited States of America, and the
Australian Governwaent in regard to the
: exc}hange of official publicétiohs,
"3. The National Library is the
colleator of official publications printed
by different ministries of the Thal
quemmént to be despatched to the
libraries of-the United Nstionq Organiza~-
tiong in Géneva and New York.

| 4. Actiné ag the TUnited Nations
Depository Library. Sinee 1948, 'the
National Library has received publications
issued by the United Nations Organization.
Those who ere. inieresied in the work
and affairs of this

Organization are

allowed to study them at this library.
Library Budget

The official budget which the
National Library receives each year is
15,000 baht (equivalent to U.S.$ ‘715).
This suxﬁ of money is used for purchasing

books, printing books as well as volume
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binding and  mending the worn—out

ones. Those which are bound into volumes

-are daily newspapers, weekly magazines

and some other pericdicals worth to be
preser\%ed.
.Ser_vices‘A

The National

Library is opeﬁ(

everyday to the public from 10.00 a.m.

—5.00 p.m. except on Monday and official

hqlidai}rs. On Saturday is open from
2.00 p.m.—5.00 pm Services providéd
for the tpublie are as follows:—

1. Registration as members of the
library according to the circulation system
prescribed by the Deparment of Fine
Arts;

2. As Separatex reading room is

‘ayranged for daily newspapers.

, 3 Periodicals are also ‘supplied.”

4.. Other books aré available for
reading within the reading rooms of the

library.
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5. Special permission must be
~ obtained if any books (except rare ones)
are to be read outside the library on the
oondition that the borrowers‘really have
po time to work on their research within
‘the reading rooms, and‘also when the
books are officially borrowed by other
authorities, |

6. ‘Providiug guides for library
“visitors.

7. Giving suggestions on worthy
‘books and answering q-ues'tions inquired

*

by the publie.

Statistical Data of the National
Library in 1956

1. Total books in Thai language

acquired by the National Library in

1956=2,753 volumes and booklets

clagsified :

General Works 1,384 volames

&

Philosophy ' 48 .
Religion’ 481 Y
Social Sciences ©98 v,
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Linguisties - 176 vOlﬁmes }ﬁ?:mmmmm@im; ado
Pure Science 36 -, | ﬂ?,:xﬂﬁavlmm@mgu?@mé o , 8
Applied Science 18 v ﬂTSLﬂﬂaﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁdﬂgﬂTgSE’lﬂé ad 4y
Arts and Recreation 40 - Vv ﬂ?Zlﬂﬂ‘aaﬂigﬂﬁ , Lo
Literature 369 . UTsamaTTuen o ,, 
History 103, UTAAMUTIGAANGAT  eem .,
| 2. Total books in foreignléngllage . viu?gﬂmmriw ]JT:I.VIﬁ;'lvl;Tﬁ;_f;

. ) - > [ = o A Ao
aoquired in 1956=277 ~ volumes clas- IIMBENAUMITIN UTINY wéadd NAT

3

o ' . . o X
sified : LT e U bs LON LENUTIONAINTIUNNTAIY
General Works, — Volumes 1|55 annalyl A — 0N
Philosophy 11 » \/ﬂTSLﬂmJ‘i::Hy’l L aa
Religion 14 ”» Ursiandidun ' ak
. ‘- 14 > ‘I V
Social Sciences 153 ” UrsinnaaaNArdns akm .
. 3 '. ) . : ‘, v
Linguistios 18 druanmwndidar ad
»I) S" ) . = d a é
ure Secience 6 mzmmmmm@munjm .,
o . a ¢ o
Applied Science 18 » mzmmmmmﬁmm:qnm . ad
Arts and Recreation 13 T ﬂthﬂVl‘agﬂTgﬁﬂ ; T B
. € v & | v
Literature _ 21 n o AlTIiAnaTIUAR ba
. ’ ' o ¢ .
_ History 41 » o drsandTiandidnT &

!

cs . . ° a o A 2
3. Total readers and visitors in A, AIUOUANTITIBIUNU 188 0T T
L : oA e A .
1956 : o | TN IUNENAUIITIA  UTsa11] weas
i - L 3 Q
Vajiravudh Library . HoaNMINING

o o
Thai books 32,673 persons MHIGaNM Nt wlodn AL
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Foreign books 1,321 persohs

Daily Newspapers 17,688 -
Periodicals 13,955 ”
‘ "'Pu’blications of U.N; 50 s
Visitors 272 ”

Vajirayan Library
Readers and copiers of manukcripts
42 persons

Visitors 131,492 '

Damrong Rajanubhab Library

Readers . 830 pereons

Visitors 1.970 ’
Statistical Data of the National
Library in 1957 '

1. Total books in Thai language

acquired by the National Library in-

1957=2,238 volvmes and booklets clas-
sified :

General Works 1,000 volumes
Philosophy 116
Religion " 469 .

Social . Seiences 170 v
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Linguistics

Pure "Science 112 "
Applied Science 50 ”
Arts and Recreation QQ s
Literature T 127 »
History 98 39

2. Total books in foreign langua-

ges acquired in 1957=225

volumes
elaésified :
General Works — volumes
Philosophy ‘ — »
~ Religion A 9 ”
Soeial Sciences 142 3 ‘
Linguisties : 5 »
Pure Sciaﬁce 7 »
Applied Science 10 ”
Arts and Recreation 16 »
Literature = . 18 .
History » ) 8 -
3. Total readers and  visitors
in 1957 : |

Vajiravadh Library

Thai books 31,721 persons

76 volumes
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Foreign books 6,667 peréons
-Daily Newspapers 16,779
~ Periodicals 14,853 .
 Publications of U.N. 36 .
Visitors . 1,118 »

Vajirayan Library

Readers and copiers of manuseripts

44 persons
Visitors 76,838  ,

Damrong Rajanubhab Library

- Readers 1,073 persons

Visitors 2,557 .
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 Comparative Data of Books

Foreign Books

. Books - Thai Books
- Olassified 1956 1957 . 1956 1957
General Works } 1.384 1,000 — —
Philosophy 48 116 11 —
Religion 481 469 14 9
Social Sciences 98 170 153 142
Linguistics 176 76 18 5
Pure Science_ 36 112 6 7
Applied Seicnde BT 50 — 10
Arts and Recreation 40 20 13 16
Literature 369 127 21 18
History ' 103 5 41 18
Total 2,153 2,241 277 225
Comp&vrative’ Data of Readers and Visitors
1956 1957
. ‘ Damrong - Damrong
Vajiravudh | Vajirayan Vajiravudh | Vajirayan
Rajanubhab Rajanubhab
Library - Library Library Library Library Library'
Readers 67,687 42 830 70,056 44 1.073
Visitors 272 131,492 1,970 1,118 76,838 2.557
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4. Books for exshange published
by the National Library.
About 60 volumes and booklets in

Thai Language on hisitory, archaeology,

religion, literature, custom and ,geneial
published

knowledge "are each 7year.

Any exchange of these books may

~'be requested directly to the Chief

Librarian.

Microfilming Seryice
“Microfilming Service at the National
Library was established at the ehd of

1955 Vnnder an agreement reached

between the Thailand National Commission

for Unesco and the Unesoo;-A member of ‘

the staff of the Nitional Library was
awarded a Unesco Fellowship to undergo
trai;xiug in microfilming and 'ot,!":er
me@hods of photocopying in India and
after the éompleti‘on"of éms, he was sent
to thé Uili-ted Kingdom and France to

observe the work ingof documentation
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-services there. After that, Unesco supplied

‘microfilming camera, positive printer,
~ ‘microfilm reader, enlarger, print dryer,

“washing tanks, film developing machine

-and other aunxiliary items tothe National

Library; and with the officials"aid, the
“National Library could provide rooms
"f,‘“,’ tbe purposes, such és dark room énd
Unesco also

-others. In the early 1957,

requested the services of Dr. J. V.

- .Karandikar, an expert of microfilm
-gervice ffom India to hFelpv in setting up
‘the miecrofilming .equipments and in
taking trials at the National Library.
The microfilming service can be
given now. Besides ordinary duty for
‘the National Library itself, s.ervi)ces for

.government and non—government in-

-stitutes are also ﬁrovided.
Microcopying a‘ud . enlarging rates
-are as follows P - | o
1. Mlcrooopymg
first 10 pages and 5 baht for every

 mext 10 pages.
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2. Enlarging on papers : 10 baht
for the first 2 pages and 5 baht for

every next 2 pages

3 Reproductxon in posm've micro-
fi]ms 5 -baht for the first 10 pages and
3 baht for the next 10 pages.

4. Photocopying iﬁ their (;;ilginal
sizes"on black ;;nd white silver—nitrate
papers is chﬁrgéd aecordin"g - to th‘e
following sizes : — |

1

z.vsige 5 x 8” 5.00 baht per Sheet V
> » 9 x14 : 8.00 o s
w127 x15” s 1000 no o
Loy 11 x16” 1000,

5. Enlarging from

harged according to the following sizes:—

-sizeé 5 X 7 : 800 baht per sheet

9 x14”

* 53

: 1000 ,,

» 12 x15" 1200 ,,

» 11 416" 11200 L,

» 14 x18" s15.00 , o,
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In case the enlarging‘is not from .

@icrdfilms, additional 8 baht per sheet is
écharged..

6: In ‘re"produe-ing or enlarging
wany copies of the ‘same 4ori’gina1, or

“anything not mentioned here, a special
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