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““Oh cat! you wonderfui, wonderful cat!

Obediently you answered when I called.

Gently you nestled and caressed me;

And how lovely you were to look upon!

And how fondly you showed you loved me.

Gratitude and devotion were the keynotes of your life.
It was to protect me you chased mice at night.

Man could well remember and copy your many virtues.
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“ Ding, dong, bells
Pussy’s in the wells.
Who put her in? ’
Little Tommy Green.
Who pulled her out? " \
Little Tommy Trout.
What a naughty boy was that
Thus to drown poor pussy cat.”
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Writers

“Week

[
s

The Adelaide’s Festival of Arts

Chun Prabhavi—vadhana
Thailand’s Representative Attending the Affair

Writers’ Week is an activity of
Adelaide’s Festiral of Arts of South
Australia which is its 8th biennial
endeavour in 1974.

The Adelaide’s Festival of Arts of

South Australia was conceived in 1960

by the triumvirate Sir Roland Jacobs,
the late Professor John Bishop and the
late Sir Lloyd Dumas; and the survivor
of the group is Sir Roland Jacobs who
was 83 on February 28 last, with a fund
of $ 1,000 to start the ball rolling from
the city’s contributers.

Mindful of the fact that, as a rule,
art treasures, e.g. painting, objects d’art,
“antiques are exclusively enjoyed and
appreciated by its owners, etc. none others.

One aim of the Festival is therefore to

assemble, as many as possible, art treasures
from local and faraway sources for the

public to have a fair chance to view and

to enjoy in one single occasian; and
another intention is to "present arts of
Australia in an international - context—a
feast of music, opera, theatre, ballet, art,
literature and light entertainment. It is
. naturally exhilarating fare and the city
is decorated for the occasion.

The Adelaide’s Festival of Arts is a
bienniel affair which is held every two
~ years of even numbers for about 5 weeks
March 9-30, while the Barossa Valley
Vintage Festival, where the vineyards of
South Australia are located, is alternately
held in years of odd number, over the

* © 5 & EEmE———

weekend in March or April, at its locate :
the Barossa Valley.

As for “ Writerss Week” which is -
only a partial affai;' to the Festival lasts
just about a week, March 10-17.

The Festival broke the ice with the
grand performance of the “Boston- Pops’,
conducted by the famed 80— year—old
Arthur Fiedler with variety of exciting
scores from Rimsky—Korsakov’s glowing
“Scheherazade’ to Liszt’s arrangement of
the Hungarian tune “Rakoczy March.”
Then a serious note was introduced with
Liszt’s “Les Prelude, a symphanic poem
based on a poem by Lamartine, etc.

The Governor (Sir Mark Oliphant),
the Prime Minister (Mr. Gogh Whitlam),
Lord Mayor (Mr. R.W. Clampett) were
among official guests, along with their
dignified wives. The chairman of the
Festival Board of Governors (Mr. Bruce
Macklin) was on hand to bid official

" welcome. And the Festival was presidid

by Lord May who was President of the
8th Biennial Adelaide Festival of Arts;

it took place in the Festival Theatre

which was still uncompletely constructed
for the affair.

As for Writers Week, Professor
Geoffrey Blainey of Adelaide University
did the opening, a day after, on the Barr
Smith Library Lawn of the University,
entailing stimulating and ' diversified
programmes of discussions, siminars,
lectures and- poetry readings provided by




.
Writers Week

‘ distinguisshed overseas and Australian
writers, including expatriates Sumner
Locke Elliot, Shirley Hazzard, Peter Porter
and Randolph Stow.

number of companies and individuals
presented programmes of concerts, musicals,
play, operas, ballets, circus, exotic dances,
lectures, poetry reading, arts and crafts
exhibitions, lunch hour revues, music and
children’s entertainments in halls and
" theatres through the city and its environs,
' starting from 11.00 am. until evening;

. pm. . ,. .
: As for Writerss Week, the activity
. was held at State Library Lecture Theatre;
and the topics of discussions including
~ poetry, fiction, nonfiction, children’s books
 and writers’ personal views; Beginning
- from 9.30-12.00, 2.00-5.00 and again at
- 830 p.m. ’

Among  the writers’ :group, only 4
~ personalities were shifted form State

~ tions in the form of lectures in the grand
- Festival Theatre; They were John Updike,

- and novelist; who analysed the claustro-
- phobia of middle—class marriage and small
town life; Nadine Gordimer who was born
- in Transwaal mining town in 1923, blazed
~ onto the world literary scene when still

in her twentics. She has published 5
- novels as well as numerous volumes of

- short stories; Oswald Mbuseni Mitshali, a
- young Zulu writer who writes of the life
~ of peasants in his native Zululand, caught,
- between two worlds, feeling the old has
- been destroyed and the new one always
beyond reach; and R.K. Narayan who
" lives in Mysore, South India is widely

During the Festival period, a large -

and evening programme began at 8.00

Library Theatre to present their delibera. -

~ controversial American short story writer -

 regarded as India’s loading novelist writing

edbm

in English, Narayan localizes “the kalea-
doscope diversity of Indian experience in
semi-imaginary town of Malgudi.”

As for myself, I was invites on
Thursday, the 14th, 9.30-11.00 a.m. at
State Library Lecture Theature in the
discussion on Literature and Politics,
Poetry for Poetry’s Sake as well as Poetry
and Society. For my part, I was given
exactly 10 minutes for the delivery, even -
I rcquested for half an hour. Inasmuch
as I was short of needed time, I went
straight to the core, no beating around
the bush. As for poetry for poetry’s
sake, I pointed out of the pastime of
rhyme-making and singing contest which
prevails in the central rural region of -
Thailand, in which there is a contést, at
the time of harvest, esp. paddy thrashing
bec, of extemporaneous rhyming between
parties of men and women. '

In this rhyme making and singing
contest, it is not unusual for one to enjoy

wit and humour the farming folks of

Thailand impart in their spontaneous and
A

unrehearsed singing which is LWAIINYT

L >4 .

217 or the harvest song.

In one instance, as a demonstration,
a man sang that he came to the girl’s
front gate and, lover-like, had pleaded
for admission; while the girl. who did

‘not desire the young man’s address, sang

this in reply :

[ P2 A ) A 7%
Insuiduemunrdul s o enun "lug
o + A ‘
wrunvelny
which is tfanslated as—

“I heard the voice of a man mingled
with that of dogs, and I do not know
which to respond to.”



eobd

The subtle humor, and insult in-
tended and conveyed in this extem-
poraneous and unrehearsed rhyming and
singing, can only be appreciated to the
full by those who know these merry and
poetic farmers well, for they really are

uneducated and they know nothing about
poetry composition.

For Peetry and Politics, I only cited
our historical account of yesteryears when
Ayudhya was still the capital under the
reign of King Narai of the 17th Century.
King Narai had a young poet laureate

Be ye my witness,

God’s image, though I stand
If wrong I gave, land '
If wrong here I take,

And on being informed of the
execution for minor misdemeanour of
praising in verse the Governor’s mistress;
resultantly, King Narai ordered the
Governor beheaded by the same sword.

For Poetry and Society, I surprised
the audience by singing the Siamese cat

The Westerner’s reads:

Ding, dong bell.

v -
'Jﬁﬁ'l‘i‘ﬁ’ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂ{ﬂ

‘by the name of Sri prajna; becaue of his -

penchant for committing poetic indiscre. !
tions with the court ladies he was sent
away to the city of Nagara in the South,

While not long in exile Sri Prajna

sang a song in praise of the Governor’s
mistress. Perhaps the Governor, having

neither appreciation of poetry nor a sense
of humor; ordered Sri Prajna beheaded;

and before the sword fell, he wrote these

immortal lines, which is Seni Pramoj’s
translation in Thai rhyme scheme :

ch sand !

at stake.

through this sword.
strike back the striker.

song, to fit in with the festic mood of

~ the Festival.

My penultimate act was to show the
contrast between the favorite nursery

song of the Westerners about a cat and
the Siamese song on the same subject.

Pussy’s in the well. -
Who put her in?
Little Tommy Green

Ending in a lighter vein:

Who pulled her out ?
Little Tommy Trout.
What a naughty boy was that

Thus to drown poor pussycat.

Our Siamese cat song was not only
the most popular school song one time,
but it teaches many virtues that should
be cultivated, lessons that are sugar—coated

by their application to each ehild’s cat:
This is certainly one of the creative
thinkings the West may learn from th
ageold East. '




, ,
~ Writers Week

The following is my own translation
of the song which I sang in classic style
of Thai tune called ‘“‘Boradesa’ :

Oh cat! You wonderful, beautiful
cat ! ‘

Obediently you answered when I
. called.
: Gently you nestled and caressed me.

And how lovely you were to look
upon !

And how fondly you showed you
loved me. \

Gratitude and devotion were the
keynotes of your life.

It was to protect me you chased

~ 'mice at night.
Man could well remember and copy
your many virtues.

I think I should mention about a

few performances, besides that of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra, which in-
_ terested me during my presence in
~Australia’s Festival City. One was the
- music theatre of “The Fires of London,”
; .‘ conducted by leading young British
composer Peter Maxwell Davies. It was
acclaimed as the world’s leading exponents

of music theatre, consisting of a group

~ of London’s finest instrumentalists who
- took a semi-acting role in their highly

ob&

stylised and entertaining music theatre
pieces. The other was * The Polish National
Song and Dance Company-Slask,” which
had been seen by millions of spectators on
four continents. Slask’s role in Polish
folklore was carried out by 100 performers
in a huge spectacle of Poland’s best—loved
and original dances. Some 25 changes
of costume were a feature of the company’s

presentation, all with wealth of magnificent L

color and rich embroidery.

Last but not least, my humble con-
tribution to “Writers’ Week” would not
come to reality, unless with high thinking,
broader view and farsightedness of Air
Marshal Suan Sukserm, Manager. Director
of Thai International Company Ltd. who,
in consonance to all intents and purposes,
with the will of Mr. Praja Gunakasem,
D.G. of Information Dept. of Foreign
Ministry to promote beautiful Thai cul-

“ture to be known and appeciated outside

Thailand, by providing flights to Sydney
and back by Thai International Royal
Orchid Service of world fame. And

I cannot pass by without being most

appreciative of the kind countesy of the

Australian Government at Canberra in
according me transportation and accom-
modation facilities while in Australia.
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