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s'est epanchée comme une nappe
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Reproduction of Card Catalog

for Departmental Libraries

Mrs. Verda H. Bialac

The Omaha Public Library (OPL) is
getting ready for a new building at which
time the book collection will be divided
into five subject departments (Arts & Mu-
sic Dept; Business Science and Technolo-
gy, Social Science Dept; Language and
Literature Dept; and History, Biography
and Travel Department). The Dewey De-
cimal system was split between the 5 de-
partment (ic . 800s, 400s, 398s, 070s in
the Language and Literature Dept; Biogra-
phy & 900s in History Biography and
Travel ),

As is department needs a Catalog and
shelf —list of its holdings several methods
were explored, Typing card by card,
microfiche of the main catalog supple-
mented by ordinarily reproduced catalog
cards, or duplication on card stack of the
main catalog and union shelf list. We
chose the latter as typing card by card
would be too expensive; microfiche pre-
sented too many problems and would be
out of date as soon as it was printed.

University microfilms International
sent a technician to Omaha with a camera
designed specifically to photograph catalog
cards. It took approximately three weeks
to film the Union shelf list and the main
catalog.

When the reproduced card catalog
arrived in card from we had to go through
card by card in order to take out the card
that would not be used by the depart-
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ments, e.g. Teenage and Juvenile cards.
We also took out all analytics and all
cross references. The analytics were remo-
ved so as to check them against the shelf
list and weed out those that were so lon-
ger live (many had been left in the ca.
talog ‘inadevertantly, or because they had
not been traced properly & so when being
pulled got left behind) Because in the
library’s beginning each book had to be
~used to its fullest extent analytics had
been made for even 2 and 3 pages treat-
ment of a subject. We no longer catalog
like that so because those analytics were
misleading we will withdraw them com-
pletely. Also plays in collections used to
be analysed, now we depend on the play
indexes, so those will also withdrawn.
The personal name cross references
have to be checked against the depart-
mental catalog so that if more than one
department has the some author duplicate
cross references can be made. The same
applies to subject cross references.
Before checking the personal name

and subject cross references they were put
. in alphabetical order by the name or

subject referred to. In that way we can
check them down the line rather than
jumping around the whole alphabet. It
also very conver;i'ently puts all cross re-
ference per subject together. As a bypro-
duct we will be able to check our official
subject file and get all the cross references
traced, At the beginning of establishing
the official subject file not all the cross
references were traced. Consequently when

'. L4
NIAINDIANG

a last subject was pulled from the mair
catalog some of the cross references wern
not pulled at that time. These “dead’
cross references will now get weeded ou
& out official subject file will be cem
pletely up to date,

In order to keep the departmenta
catalogs up to date we started making :
duplicate set of cards for everything a
the time of the filming. Consequently th
catalog dept. is at the moment, main
taining 2 complete main catalogs ang
union shelf lists, When ‘we add to one
we add to the other, when we withdrav
from one we withdraw from the other
When the new library is opened the |
department heads will maintain their owi
catalogs and shelf lists.

The first sorting took 3 months fo
one person to accomplish. The final sortin
in order to put the catalog into depart
ment should take another 3 months t
accomplish. It has been a long, tediou
and time consuming project, but very fev

* libraries have an opportunity to clean ou

and check their card catalogs as we bav
been able to do. That is a gratifyin

experience.
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i ) REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
Registration to be forwarded to

SiD- SID - DEVELOPMENT REFERENCE SERVICE
49, rue de la Glaciére - 75013 Paris - France

Enquirer (Name, organisation, mailing address)

Subject matter or field (one single product. function, service, etc.)

Desired form(s) of reply (statistics, studies, documents, bibliography, etc)

Information required (1)

Problem on the occasion of which the question arises (1)

(1) Pleage be very precise. If y, attach add | sheet(s) and/or expl: y d ).
Other sources of information previously or simultaneously consulted

PREFERRED LANGUAGES

for our correspondence with you : . for the documentation requested :
Please cross the box corresponding Indicate hereunder, in order of preference, the lan-
to the preferred language. guages in which the documentation can be of use
to you. :
English [_] Francais 1:]
For your correspondence with us, please use English, French, or Spanish.
Rubber stamp Date Signature of the Enquirer

IMPORTANT : The enquirer is invited to il out this for with Ehe grestest possible care and accuracy. The quality
end relevance of replies will depend to a very large extsnt on the way g tas been fi L
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