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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study the development of National Libraries of
ASEAN member countries, and (2) to analyze the administration of National Libraries of ASEAN
member countries.

The study was conducted using documentary and qualitative research. The key information
sources were 215 administrative documents of National Libraries of ASEAN member countries, and
the directors from the National Libraries of nine ASEAN member countries. The research instruments
included a data recording form and an interview form. For data analysis, qualitative data were analyzed
using content analysis while quantitative data were analyzed using percentages.

The research findings were as follows: (1) the National Libraries of ASEAN member
countries have developed over a long period of time. The first National Library was founded in the
Philippines in 1928, while the National Library of Indonesia was the latest founded in 1980. Most
National Libraries were established by western colonizers, followed by the monarchy. Factors affecting
the development of the National Libraries were laws, information technology and cooperation networks.
(2) All National Libraries played important national roles and made it their mission to be represented
as the cultural institution of their respective nations, focusing on the development and preservation of
information resources as the Nations’ wisdom and cultural heritage. Most National Libraries were
government agencies, under the Ministries of Culture. There were laws related to library management
and operations. The acquisition of resources was determined by legal deposit law. Every National
Library offered special collections of manuscripts and rare books, public reading services, national
bibliography services, and had built national and international collaboration networks. Singapore and
Malaysia were the two ASEAN countries that have National Library Acts, which affected the status,
administrative organization structure, and performance of the National Libraries in those two countries
at a global level.
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