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Phi Bung Tao: Local Wisdom Living in Thai Tradition!
Naiyana Ajanatorn®

Abstract

This research paper aims to 1) investigate the context of local wisdom related to the
Phi Bung Tao tradition and 2) analyze the transformations in the local wisdom of the Phi Bung
Tao tradition. The research location is Ban Hai Tak, Lat Khang Subdistrict, Phu Ruea District,
Loei Province. Qualitative methods were employed, including in-depth interviews, focus
groups, and brainstorming workshops, with data analysis conducted through descriptive
narration.

The research findings revealed that 1) Ban Hai Tak is a village rich in natural resources,
with most residents engaged in agriculture, particularly growing various cool-climate crops,
including local gourds, which are significant for the region's economy. The Phi Bung Tao
tradition incorporates indigenous knowledge through the creation of gourd masks. 2) The
changes in the local wisdom of the Phi Bung Tao tradition include: 2.1) Beliefs: The community
expresses gratitude and worships sacred spirits for protection from danger. 2.2) Conservation
and Restoration: This involves spreading knowledge while enhancing its economic value. 2.3)
Education: It helps young individuals gain knowledge and understanding of their cultural
heritage and way of life. 2.4) Economy: It supports the growth of the local economy. 2.5)
Integration with Modern Culture: This has been incorporated in order to develop tourism
products. 2.6) Adaptation to Societal Changes: There is a blend of traditional beliefs and
contemporary culture.

Keywords: Phi Bung Tao; Local Wisdom; Thai Loei; Loei Province

L This research article is derived from a research project focusing on the development of innovative
reading materials for young people, drawing upon Thai cultural heritage.

The article was presented at a national conference on "Education Management and Library & Information
Science Research for SDGs" organized by the Thai Library Association on December 9, 2024.
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