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The proposed standard for the quality assurance of the
research data management in institutional repositories
for Thai universities

Namtip Wipawin®
Abstract

This research leads to standard development for quality assurance of research data
management in institutional repositories of Thai universities. It aims 1) to analyze the
attributes of quality assurance standards of research data management in institutional
repositories, 2) to investigate the current research data management in Thai universities, 3)
to examine preparatory measures by Thai universities in adopting international standards
to validate research data quality in institutional repositories, and 4) to develop principles of
quality assurance standards of research data in institutional repositories that are
particularly appropriate for Thai universities. The samples account 30 research data
executives from 30 public and private universities. The research tools include interviewing
and recording documents. The research has been analyzed by using content analysis.

The research findings are 1) in all 4 quality assurance standards of research data in
institutional repositories, there are 10 attributes that relate to data researchers, the
institutional repositories and data users. 2) The investigation of current research data
management in 30 universities in Thailand shows that research data, such as theses and
research reports, are collected in university library database using library automation
software. This is for users to be able to gain access to either hardcopy or digital version.
While many digital full-text files can be accessed via ThaiLIS, some are archived and
published via institutional repositories only. In such case, a policy to cope with the
preservation and the dissemination of research data is still undergoing in number of
institutions. 3) Thai universities are well prepared to adopt international standards to
validate research data quality in institutional repository, especially in digital materials
management. Many universities (i.e. 18 out of 30 institutions) have adopted an open access
institutional repository system in their university library, but are still ingenuous of such
organizational policies and risk and safety management of data. 4) The principles of
quality assurance standards of research data in institutional repository are the practice set
up to manage research data in digital information archives in order to meet standard
qualifications in terms of being an organization, a digital repository, and technical
infrastructure. However, being qualified for the digital repository is a primary matter to the
organization and technical infrastructure.

Keywords: Research Data Quality Accreditation Standards, Research Data Management,
Institutional Repositories, Thai Universities

'Department of Information Science, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
e-mail: namtip.wip@stou.ac.th
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