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Knowledge and wisdom of folk healers
in Namon district, Kalasin Province

Achara Sumungkaset*
Chaiwat Nantasri?

Abstract

This study aims to examine the context as well as collect the data on the
wisdom of folk healers in Namon district, Kalasin province. The study population is 45
folk healers in Namon district, Kalasin province, selected by purposive sampling for a
survey research. The study found that currently there are more male folk healers
(55.6%) than female ones. There are 6 types of folk healers; magic speller, midwife,
herbalist, religious healer, massager and sorcerer. Some healers are multi-talented of
illness. Each healer has his/her own knowledge in healing a particular illness, which
might be different from other healers. This is due to the knowledge they inherit and
their self-learning. Most of them inherit knowledge from their ancestors. Their healing
process mostly involves resources, belief and rite in the community, along with the use
of herbs. They grow the herbs themselves as well as pick from nature. There are
altogether 72 types of herbs transformed into various patterns such as powder, ball,
distilled oil, boiling liquid and herb ball. The wisdom of these folk healers aims to heal
not only illness, but also mind and soul. Currently, folk healers no longer pass on their
knowledge to their children because most people focus on current medicine so highly that
they ignore wisdom of local doctor in community.

Keyword: Folk healers, Local wisdom, Knowledge management

Faculty of Arts and Science Kalasin University
’Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University e-mail: chaiwat.n@cmu.ac.th
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